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JAMES LACKINGTON, 


The preſent Bookſeller in Chiſwell-ſtreet, Moorfields, London, 


Written by Himſelf, 


In a Series of LETTERS to a Friend. | 
Wich a TRIPLE DEDICATION. | | 

1. To The PUBLIC. - 

2. To RESPECTABLE 


3. To SorviD T BOOKSELLERS. [ 


4% Honour and ſhame from no condition riſe ; 
% Act well your part, there all the honour lies. 
« Fortune in men has ſome ſmall difference made, 
“One flaunts in rags, one flutters in brocade 
© The cobler apron'd and the parſon gown'd, 
© The friar hooded, and the monarch crown'd. | 
% What differ more (you cry) than crown and cowl ? 
% I'll tell you, friend—a wiie man and a fool. 
4 You'll find if once the monarch acts the monk, 
% Or, cobler-like, the parſon will be drunk; 
4“ Worth makes the man, and wan: of it the fellow: 
«© The reſt is all but leather or pru_.clla.” 


Pope. 


« Let hi 


high birth triumph ! what can be more great? 
« Nothing | 


but merit in a low eſtate. 


cc 


ſuch the vanity of great and ſmall, 

% Contempt goes round, and all men laugh at all.” 
Young, 

— — 


LONDON; 
Printed for and ſold by the AuTaHor, No. 46 and 47, Chiſ- 
well-Street; W. Bulgin, Briſtol] ; and all other Bookſcllers, 
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A TRIPLE DEDICATION. 


1. TO THE PUBLIC. 
' WORTHY PATRONS, 
W ERE I to addreſs you 


in the accuſtomed declamatory ſtrain which 
has long been adopted as the univerſal lan- 
guage of dedications, viz. FLATTERY, I 
ſhould not only merit your contempt, for 
thus endeavouring to impoſe upon your un- 
derſtandings, but alſo render myſelf ridicu- 
louſly conſpicuous, by a feeble attempt to 
perform that, for which, as well by nature 
as long eſtabliſhed habit, I am totally diſ- 
qualified. 

On the other hand, I ſhould eſteem myſelf 
equally meriting your cenſure, as being guilty 
of a flagrant ſpecies of ingratitude, were I to 
omit availing myſelf of fo favourable an op- 

A 3 portunity 


n 


| 
| 
| 

IH 


4 | DEDICATION. 
portunĩity as now preſents itſelf of expreſſing 


the reſpect and veneration I entertain for 


you, reſulting from the very extenſive and 


- ample encouragement with which you have 


crowned my indefatigable exertions to ob- 


tain your patronage, by largely contributing 


to the diffuſion of ſcience and rational enter- 


tainment, on ſuch moderate terms as were 
heretofore unknown. . 

Permit me to indulge the pleaſing hope, 
that when I aſſert my mind 1s deeply im- 
preſſed with the moſt grateful ſenſe of the 
obligation, I ſhall be honoured with credit. 
If this opinion be well founded, to enlarge 
on the ſubje& were ſuperfluous—if other- 


wiſe, the ſtrongeſt arguments, the moſt 


ſplendid and forcible language could convey, 
would not cenſure conviction ; I therefore 
deſiſt, fully perſuaded that the moſt ſatis fac- 
tory demonſtration J can poſſibly exhibit of 
the ſincerity of this declaration, will be, an 


inviolable adherence to that uniform line of 


conduct 


DEDICATION. vi 


conduct which has already ſecured your ap- 


probation to a degree eminent as unprece- 
dented, and which indeed is daily rendered 
more evident, by a progreſſive increaſe in the 
number and extent of your commands, truſt- 
ing, that ſo long as you find my practice 
invariably correſpondent to thoſe profeſſions 
ſo frequently exhibited to your notice (from 
which to deviate would render me unworthy 
your protection) you will in defiance of all 


malignant oppoſition, firmly perſevere in the 


liberal ſupport of him whoſe primary ambi- 


tion it is, and during life ſhall be, to diſtin- 


2 r „W. 
guiſh himſelf as, - 
| 2 . > 


WORTHY PATRONS, 
Your much obliged, 
Ever grateful, 


And devoted humble ſervant, | 


Chiſwell-Street, October, 1791. 


JAMES LACKINGTON. 
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2. To that part of the numerous body of 
BOOKSELLERS of Great Britain and 
Ireland, whoſe conduct JuSTLY claims 
the additional title of RESPECTABLE ; 


Whoſe candour and liberality he has in nu- 
merous inſtances experienced, and feels a ſen- 


ſible pleaſure in thus publicly acknowledging. 


And laſtly (though not leaſt in Fame) 


3. Fo thoſe ſordid and malevolent BOOK- 
| SELLERS, whether they reſplendent 
_ dwell in ſtately manſions, or in wretched 


huts of dark and grovelling obſcurity ; 


'To whoſe as nad unwearied Wen to 
injure his reputation with their brethren and the 
public, he is in a conſiderable degree indebted 


for the confidence repoſed in him, and the ſuc- 


ceſs he has been honoured with, produQtive of his 
preſent proſperity, 
THESE MEMOIRS 


are, with all due diſcrimination of the reſpective 
merits of each, 


Inſeribed by 
THE AUTHOR. 


RE 1 


(CUSTOM, it has been repeatedly obſerved 
by many of my worthy (and ſome per- 
haps unworthy) predeceflors in authorſhip, 
has rendered a preface almoſt indiſpenſibly 
neceſſary ; while others again have as fre- 
quently remarked, that cuſtom is the law of 
fools.” Theſe conſiderations induced me to 
heſitate whether I ſhould uſher my perfortn- 
ance into the world with a preface, and thus 
hazard being claſſed with the adherents to 
that law, or by omitting it, eſcape the op- 
probrium, for who ſhall decide when doftors 
diſagree?” Now though I would not take 
upon me to decide in every point in which 
doctors diſagree, yet after giving the preſent 
ſubje& that mature conſideration which ſo 
important a concern required, I thought my- 
ſelf fully competent to decide, if not to 
general ſatisfaction, at leaſt ſo as fully to ſa- 


tisfy 


TT ' PREFACE 
tisfy one particular perſon, for whom I pro- 
feſs to have a very great regard, though per- 
haps few are to be found who would be 
equally condeſcending to him, who that per- 
ſon is J do not wiſh publicly to declare, as 
(being a very modeſt man) it might offend 
him, I ſhall only ſay, the more you read the 
memoirs contained in the following pages, 
the better you will become acquainted with 
him; I grounded my deciſion on theſe argu- 
ments ; I concluded as moſt of my brethren 
of the quill do of their labours, that my 
performance poſſeſſed ſo much intrinſic me- 
rit, as would occaſion it to be univerſally 
admired by all good judges, as a prodigious 
effort of human genius, and that this ap- 
probation muſt naturally excite the envy 
of ſome authors, who had not met with 
that high applauſe hey deemed themſelves 
entitled to, and incline them to ſearch foe 
imperfections in my work, and though I was 
perſuaded of the impoſlibility of their finding 


ny, 


PREFACE MM 
any, yet being thus foiled, they might 
catch at the want of a preface, and conſtrue | 
that into an omiſſion, ſo that in order to 
diſarm them, I reſolved, to have one, eſpe- 
cially as thoſe who deem prefaces unneceſſaty, 
may, if they chooſe, decline reading it, 
whilſt thoſe on the other ſide of the queſtion, 
if there was none, might be diſappointed, 
and have cauſe for complaint; but to be 
ſerious (if I can.) 

Almoſt every author on producing the 
eftuſions of his pen (and his brain if he has 
any) thinks it prudent to introduce himſelf 
by a kind of Prologue, as it may be called, 
ſtating his reaſons with due preciſion for 
intruding himſelf on his readers (whether 
true or otherwiſe, 1s not always material to 
enquire) beſpeaking their candour towards 
his weakneſſes and imperfections (which 
by the bye, few authors are ſo ſenſible of 
as their readers) and not unfrequently | 
endeavouring to ſoothe thoſe GOLIAHS 


in 


M PREFACE. 
in literature ycleped critics (with whom not 
many little Davids are found hardy enough 
to contend) believing thus to coax them 
into good humour, or perhaps if his vanity 
preponderates, he throws the gaunlet of 
defiance, with a view of terrifying them 
either to hold their peace, or do juſtice to 
thoſe mighty abilities. he 1s confident he 


poſſeſſes, in a degree eminently ſuperior to 


molt of his brethren. 

For my own part, I diſclaim adopting. 
either of theſe modes, convinced, that in 
the firſt caſe, every reader, whatever the 
author may plead, will (and indeed ought) 
to judge for himſelf, and with regard to 
profeſſed critics, were I ſo diſpoſed (which 
J am not) neither my natural or acquired 
abilities enable me to bully thoſe who muſt 
be very ill qualified for their taſk, if they 
were thus to be intimidated from declaring 
their real ſentiments; and on the other hand 
to effect a degree of humility, and by flattery 


to 


— — mn 


PREFACE. ik 


to aim at warping their minds, is in my 
opinion, paying them a very bad com- 
pliment. 

So much for others—now for myſelf: 


Never ſhould I have ventured to appear in 


this habit before the public, had not the 
following motives urged me thereto : 

Many friends have frequently expreſſed 
a deſire of obtaining from myſelf ſuch par- 
ticulars as they could rely on, of my paſſage 
through life, and many enemies (for ſuch 


J have in common with other men, from 


the monarch down to the poor cobler) | 


have been induſtrious in propagating what- 


ever reports they thought would beſt tend 
to impede my farther progreſs; among the 


reſt, the editors of a periodical publication 


now on the decline (whether deſervedly or 
not, let others determine) thought proper 
to exhibit me as they have done many much 
more eminent and diſtinguiſhed characters, 
in a literary portrait, containing a few out- 

lines 
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xiv "PREFACE. 

lines it is true, but with ſome features which 
va they muſt have known to be falſe. | 

1 After having been repeatedly threatened by 


a very particular friend and others, that if 


I declined drawing up a narrative, they 
were determined to do it for me, the firſt 
mentioned gentleman prevailed on me (as 


the moſt likely mode to bring it to a period) 


to devote now and then a ſpare hour in mi- 
nuting down ſome of the moſt material oc- 
currences of my life, and to ſend them to 
him in an epiſtolary form, intending to digeſt 
the whole into a regular narrative for pub- 
lication, that gentleman however, on pe- 
ruſal was of opinion that it would be 
additionally acceptable to the curious part 
of the public, if exhibited to them in the 
plain and ſimple manner in which they were 
written, as thus tending to diſplay ſuch | 
traits and features of a ſomewhat original 
character, as would give a more perfect 
idea of I, great I, the little hero of each 


tale,” 


PREFACE. xv 


. 
tale,” than any other mode that could have 
been adopted, eſpecially as many intelligent 
perſons were confident I could not write at 
all, while others kindly attributed to me 
what I never wrote. 

If among the multitude of memoirs under 


which the preſs has groaned, and with 


which it ſtill continues to be tortured, the 


following ſheets ſhould afford ſome degree 
of entertainment, as a relaxation from more 
grave and ſolid ſtudies, to an inquiſitive and 


candid reader (thoſe of an oppoſite deſcrip- 


tion are not to be pleaſed with the ableſt 


performance) and he ſhould deem it not the 


worſt, nor the moſt expenſive among the 


numerous tribe, I ſhall eſteem myſelf amply 
rewarded ; had I, however, been diſpoſed 


to be more attentive to entertainment, and 
leſs to veracity, J might to many have ren- 
dered it much more agreeable, though leſs 
ſatisfactory to myſelf, as I believe the obſer- 

vation 
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W. PTREFACE. 
vation long fince made to be juſt, that few 
books are ſo ill written, but that ſomething 


may be gleaned from their perufal. 


Should the inſignificance of my life in- 


duce any perſon better qualified to preſent 


the world with his, big with intereſting 
events, my diſpoſing of ſeveral large edi- 


tions of that performance will afford me 


more ſolid ſatisfaction as a bookſeller, than 
any ſucceſs or emolument which can poſſibly 


ariſe from this, my firſt, and mmol oP 


laſt, eſſay as an author. 


If unfortunately any of my kind readers 
' ſhould find the book ſo horrid dull and 


Aupid, that they cannot get through it, 


or if they do, and wiſh not to travel the : 


ſame road again, I here declare my perfect 
readineſs to ſupply them with abundance of 
books, much more learned, much more en- 
tertaining, much more witty, much more 


whatever they pleaſe, they never ſhall 


Want 


*. 


PREFACK - 
want books while L. is able to aſſiſt them; and 


whether they prefer one of his writing, or 


XVII 


that of any other author, he proteſts he will not 
be in the ſmalleſt degree offended: let every 
author make the ſame declaration if he can. 
Should my memoirs be attended with no 
. other benefit to ſociety, they will at leaſt tend " 
to ſhew what may be effected by a perſevering 
habit of induſtry, and an u pright conſcientious 
| demeanour in trade towards the public, and | 
probably inſpire ſome one of perhaps ſuperior 1 
abilities, with a laudable ambition, to emerge 3 
from obſcurity, by a proper application of 
thoſe talents with which Providence has fa- 
voured him, to his own credit and emolument, 
as well as the benefit of the community. To 
ſuch an one I ever have, and ever ſhall wiſh 
every poſſible ſucceſs, as it has uniformly 
been my opinion, that whatever is thus 
acquired, is more honourable to the parties 


than the poſſeſſion of wealth obtained with- 


out any intrinſic merit or exertion, and, 


2. which 


\. þ 


xviii PREFACE. 
which 1s too frequently confumed with rapi- 
dity in the purſuit of vice and diſſipation. 
One word to my old friends the bookſellers 
under number three of my dedication. This 
publication it is to be expected will tend to 
excite ſome degree of mirth in them. Con- 
0 2 bs ſcious that I have often been the cauſe 
Wi (however unintentional on my part) of ex- 
citing leſs pleaſing ſenſations in them, I will 
readily allow them full ſcope ; however, ac- 
cording to the well known adage, © Let 


Hl „them laugh who win,” I hope they will 
„ 5 indulge me in the ſame propenſity of laugh- 
Lt __ ing if not af them, at leaſt with them. 
h x | As a proof,of my friendly diſpoſition, I 
I | ſhall here add a piece of advice, which I do 
| * not heſitate to pronounce will, if attended 
to, entitle them to promotion into my firſt 
clais of bookſcllers, and eventually prove 
|| more beneficial than a conſtant perſeverance 
ö | : | in the mode of conduct they have hitherto 
| | purtucd ; and thoſe who have children will 
I hope 


PREFACE. | xix 
I hope ſee the propriety of inculcating the 
ſame doctrine to them for their future benefit; 
and as I flatter myſelf my advice will prove 
equally productive of benefit to great num- 
bers of the community at large as to book- 
ſellers. It is this, 
If they obſerve any perſon by induſtry and 


application endeavouring to obtain an honeſt 


livelihood in that line for which his talents 
or diſpoſition have qualified him, never to 
attempt by dark inuendos, ſly hints, and 
falſe aſperſions to injure him, as, if he hap- 
pens to be a man of a becoming ſpirit, ſuch 
conduct will only tend to increaſe his exer- 
tions, and render him ſtill more cautious to 
obtain a good character, in fo doing their 
weapons will recoil on themſelves, and they 
weill have the mortification to ſee him flouriſh, 
whilſt they become objects of contempt in 
the eyes of the public, and will of courſe be 
avoided by them. 


2 2 But 
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But I forget myſelf, from debating 
whether a preface was really neceflary or 
not, if 1 proceed thus I ſhall produce one 
as long as my book, as indeed fome of my 


| ſeniors in authorſhip have done before me, 


though not altogether confiftent with pro- 
priety. SY 

I will therefore conclude with a wiſh that 
my readers may enjoy the feaſt with the ſame 
good humour with which I have prepared it ; 
they will meet with ſome ſolid though not 
much coarſe food, and the major part I hope 
light and eaſy of digeſtion ; thoſe with keen 
appetites will partake of each diſh, while 


others more delicate may ſelect ſuch diſhes 


as are more light and better adapted to their 
palates; they are all genuine Britiſh fare, 
one dith of French conſtitution ragout ex- 
cepted. But leſt they ſhould be at a loſs to 
know what the entertainment conſiſts of, I 
beg leave to inform them that it contains 
forty-five diſhes of various ſizes, which (if 


they 


EN XX1 
they calculate the expence of their admiſſon 
tickets) they will find does not amount to 
three halfpence per diſh ; and what I hope 
they will conſider as zmmenſely valuable, (in 
compliance with the precedent of a modern 
author, eminent in the culinary ſcience) a 
ſtriking likeneſs of their Cook into the bar- 
gain. 5 
I have alſo prepared a bill of fare—here it 
is, they are heartily welcome, and much 
good may it do them. | 
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LETTER: hh 


« Others with wiſhful eyes on Glory look, 
When they have got their picture toward a book, 

„Or pompous title, like a gaudy Sign 1 

« Meant to betray dull ſots to wretched wine, | 1. | 

« If at his title L—— had dropt his quill, q 
. might have paſt for à great genius ſtill; 

„But L—, alas! (excuſe him if you can) 

„Is now a 8cribler, who was once a man. | 

Young's Love of Fame. TY 


Near Friend, 
O have often requeſted me to devote what | 
few leiſure moments 1 could ſpare in mi- 1 


nuting down ſome of the principal occur- | 


rences of my life, with a view, ſooner or later, 1 
of exhibiting the account to the public eye; 4 9 
who, as you were pleaſed to ſay, could not | | | 
but be ſomewhat curious to learn ſome well- 2 1 : 
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authenticated particulars of a man, well 
known to have riſen from an obſcure origin 
to a degree of notice, and to a participation of 
the favor of the Public, in a particular line of 
buſineſs, I may without vanity ſay, kitherto 
unprecedented. | 

Ever willing to pay a becoming deference 
to the judgment of a perſon of your acknow- 
leged merits, and whom 1 have the felicity of 


numbering among my firmeſt friends, yet 


being leſs anxious to appear as an adventurer 


among the numerous tribe of authors, than 


to continue a conſiderable vender of the pro- 


duce of their labors, I have . continually de- 
layed complying with your kind wiſhes. — 
By the bye, does the publication of a Cata- 


logue of Books entitle the compiler to the 
name of Author? It it does, many Bookſellers 
have long had a claim to that diſtinction, by 
the annual publication of their Catalogues, 
and myſelf, as author of a very voluminous 
one every fix months. The reaſon for my 
aſking this queſtion, is, I laſt year obſerved a 


certain 


— 
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certain bookſeller publiſhed his firſt Catalogue 


with this introduction: “ As this is the firſt 
Catalogue ever the AuTHoR made, and is 
done in great haſte, he hopes inaccuracies 
will bc treated with lenity.“ 

But to return- from this digreſſion. 1 
ſhould probably have ſtill delayed compiling 
my narrative, if the editors of a certain periodi- 
cal publication, who monthly labor to be wit- 
ty, had not deemed me of ſufficient conſe- 
quenoe to introduce into their work, what they 
are pleaſed to call a Portrait of me! and 


though it was by them intended as a caricatura, 


yet I am perſuaded it will appear to thoſe who 


beſt know me, as a daubing more charaQteri- 
ſtic of the heavy bruſh of a manufacturer of 
ſigns, than the delicate pencil of a true por- 
trait painter ; and on that account I ſhould 
' moſt certainly have conſidered it as unworthy 
notice, had they not daubed me with falſe 
features. Thus at once determined my wavering 
reſolution, and J am now fully reſolved to mi- 


nute down ſuch particulars of my paſſage 
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through life, as, though not adorned with an 
elegance of ſtile, will 1 affure you poſſeſs, 
what, to you, Iflatter myſelf, will be a greater 
recommendation, Viz. a ſtrict adherence. to 


truth. And though no doubt you will meet 


with ſome occurrences in which you may 


find cauſe for cenſure, yet I hope others will 


preſent themſelves, which your candour will 


induce you to commend. Should you be able 


to afford the whole a patient peruſal, and 


think the account meriting the public eye, 1 
ſhall cheerfully ſubmit to your deciſion, con- 
vinced that you will not, 


* With mean complacence &er betray your truſt, 
Nor be ſo civil as to prove unjuſt.” 


John Dunton, a brothen Bibliopole, long 
ſince exhibited a whole volume of dullneſs, 
which he called his . Life and errors,” The 
latter term I believe might be a very proper 
appendage to the title page of the innumera- 
ble lives which have been, and which will be 
publiſhed : For what man will dare to ſay of 
himſelf, his life has not been loaded with er- 


 rors? 
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rors? That mine has been ſuch, I readily ac- 
knowledge: And ſhould this narrative be pub- 
liſhed, many perhaps may deem that act 
another (poſſibly the greateſt) error. To thoſe 
I ſhall only obſerve, that © to err is human, 
to forgive divine.“ 

As an additional ſtimulus, I can aſſure you 
as an abſolute fact, that ſeveral gentlemen 
have at different periods (one very lately) in- 
timated to me their intentions of engaging 
in the taſk, if I longer declined it. 

Of my firſt-mentioned kind Biographers 1 
ſhall take my leave with a couplet, many years 
ſince written by an eminent poet, and not 


inapplicable to the preſent caſe, 


«© Let B— charge low Grub-Street on my quill, 
© And write whate'er he pleaſe, except My WILL. 


And of you, after informing you, my next 
ſhall contain a faithful account of Particulars 
relative to the part of my life, with aſſuring 
you, that I am, 1 

Dear Friend, 
' Your ever obliged. 


5 Lxr- 
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LETTER WW 


© Why ſhould my birth keep down my mounting g Spiri ? 
© Arc not all creatures ſubject unto time 
© To time, who doth abuſe the world, 
& And fills it full of hotch-podge baſtardy ? 
There's legions now of beggars on the Earth, 
© That their original did ſpring from Kings; 
& And many monarchs now, whoſe fathers were 
& The riff-raff of their age; for time and fortune 
«© Wears out a noble train to beggary ; 
& And from the Dunghill millions do advance 
e To State; and mark, in this admiring world 
©« This is the courſe, which in the name of fate 
Is ſeen as often as it whirls about; 
© The river Thames that by our * doth run, 
« His firſt beginning, is but ſmall and ſhallow, 
„Vet keeping on his courſe grows to a ſea. 
| Shakeſpear's Cromwell, 


Dear Friend, 
F my laſt J hinted that I ſhould coufine 


myſelf to a plain narrative of facts unem- 
belliſhed with the meretricious aid of lofty 
figuces, or pteſentations of things which 


never 
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never had exiſtence, but in the brain of the 


author. I ſhall therefore not trouble you with 


a hiſtory of predictions which foretold the 


future greatneſs of your humble ſervant, nor 


with a minute account of the aſpe&s of the 


Planets at the very auſpicious and important 
_ criſis when firſt I inhaled the air of this buſt 
ling orb ; for, extraordinary as it may appear, 
it has never yet occurred to me that any of 
the adepts in the aſtrological ſcience have made 
a calculation of my nativity ; 'tis probable this 
| high honor is by the planets deſtined to adorn 
the ſublime lucubrations of the very ingenious 
Mr. S1BL gy, in the next edition of his ſtup— 
endous work ! And here, for the honor of the 
craft, let me remark, that this moſt ſublime 
genius, has with myſelf, to boaſt (and who 
would not boaſt of their genealogy in having a 
prince for their anceſtor ?) in being a Son of 
| the renowned PRINCE CRISPIN. 

A Volume has been written with the title 
of The Honor of the Taylors or the Hil. 


tory of Sir JohN Hawxwoop,” But were 
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any learned writer to undertake—The Honor 
of the Shoemakers, or the Hiſtory of——, 
how inſignificant a figure would the poor Tay- 

lors make, when compared with the honora- 
ble craft! 


« Coblers from Criſpin boaſt their Public Spirit, 
And all are upright downright men of merit.” 


Should I live to ſee as many editions of my 
Hiſtory publiſhed, as there have been of the 
Pilgrim's Progreſs, I may be induced to pre- 
ſent the world with a Folio on that important 
ſubject. 

But to begin : | | 
Were l inclined to pride myſelf in genealogical 
deſcent, I might here boaſt that the family 
were originally ſettled at White Lackington, 
in Somerſetſhire, which obtained its name from 
one of my famous anceſtors, and give you a 
long detail of their grandeur, &c. but having 
as little leiſure as inclination to boaſt of what if 
truc would add nothing to my merits, I tha'l 
for the preſent only ſay, that I was born at 


Wellington in Somerſetſhire, on the 31ſt of 
Auguſt, 
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Auguſt, (old ſtyle) 1746. My father George 
Lackington, was a Journeyman Shoemaker, 
who had incurred the diſpleaſure of my grand- 
father for marrying my mother, whoſe maid- 
en name was Joan Trott. She was the 


daughter of a poor weaver in Wellington ; a 


good honeſt man, whoſe end was remarkable, 


though not very fortunate ; in the road be- 

tween Taunton and Wellington, he was found 

drowned in a ditch, where the water ſcarcely 

covered his face : He was, tis conjectured, 
—— Drunk when he died.“ 


This happened ſome years before the mar- 


riage of my Father and mother. 

My Grandfather George Lackington had 
deen a Gentleman Farmer at Langford, a vil- 
lage two miles from Wellington, and acquired 
a pretty conſiderable property. But my fa- 
ther's mother dying when my father was 

but about thirteen years .of age, my Grand- 
father, who had two daughters, bound my 
father an apprentice to a Mr. Hordly, a maſter 
ſhoe-maker, in Wellington, with an intention 


of 
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of ſetting him up in that buſineſs at the expi- 
ration of his time. But my father worked a 
year or two as a journeyman, and then diſ- 
pleaſed his father by marrying a woman with- 
out a ſhilling, of a mean family, and who ſup- 
ported herſelf by ſpinning of wool into yarn, 
ſo that my mother was delivered of your friend 
and humble ſervant, her firſt-born, and hope 
of the family, in my grandmother Trott's 
poor cottage; and that good old woman car- 
ried me privately to church, unknown to my 
father who was (nominally) a Quaker, that 
being the religion of his anceſtors. 

About the year 1750, my father having 
three or four children, and my mother prov- 
ing an excellent wife, my grandfather's re- 
ſentment had nearly ſubſided, ſo that he ſup- 
plied him with money to open a ſhop for 
himſelf. But that which was intended to be 
of very great ſervice to him and his family 
eventually proved extremely unfortunate to 
himſelf and them. For as ſoon as he found 
he was more at caſe in his circumſtances he 


_ contracted 
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contracted a fatal habit of drinking, and of 
courſe his buſineſs was neglected; ſo that after 
ſeveral fruitleſs attempts of my grandfather 
to keep him in trade, he was, partly by a 
very large family, but more by his habitual 
drunkenneſs, reduced to his old ſtate of a jour- 
neyman ſhoemaker : Yet ſo infatuated was he 
with the love of liquor, that the endearing 
ties of huſband and father could not reſtrain 
him: by which baneful habit himſelf and 


family were involved in the extremeſt poverty. 


' «© To mortal men great loads allotted be ; | 1% 
«© But of all packs, no pack like poverty.” | | | 
Herrick, | A | 
ſo that neither myſelf, my Brothers, or Siſ- | Fa 
ters are indebted to a Father ſcarcely for any 
thing that can endear his memory, or cauſe us 
to refle& on him with pleaſure. 
« Children, the blind effects of Love and chance 


Bear from their birth the impreſſion of a Slave.“ 
Dryden. 
my father and mother might have ſaid, with 
Middleton, | 


«© How 
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© How adverſeruns ths deſtiny of ſome creatures! 
„Some only can get riches and no children. 

«© We only can get children and no riches ; 

<< Then 'tis the prudent part to check our will, 

« And, till our-ſtate riſe, make our blood ſtand ſtill, 


But to qur mother we are indebted for every 
thing. She was a woman, take her for all in 
all, I ſhall not ſee her like again.“ Never did 
I know or hear of a woman who worked and 
lived ſo hard as ſhe did to ſupport Eleven chil- 
dren: and were I to relate the particulars, 
it would nct gain credit. So I ſhall only 
obſerve, that for many years together, ſhe 
worked generally nineteen or twenty hours 
out of every twenty-four ; even when very 
near her time, ſometimes at one hour ſhe was 
ſeen walking backwards and forwards by her 
Spinning-wheel, and her midwife ſent for the 
next. | 
Yut of love to her family. ſhe totally ab- 
ſtained from every kind of Liquor, water 
excepted, her food was chiefly broth, (little 
better than water and oatmeal) turnips, pota- 
toes, cabbage, carrots, &c. her children fared 


ſome - 
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ſomething better, but not much, as you may 


well ſuppoſe. When I reflect on the aſtoniſhing 


hardſhips and ſufferings of fo worthy a woman, 
and her helpleſs infants, I find myſelf ready to 


curſe the huſband and father that could thus 


involve them in ſuch a deplorable ſcene of mi- 


ſcry and diſtreſs. Yet heaven forbid that 1 


ſhould imprecate its vengeance on my father, 


who has been long ſince laid in his Grave: 


J had better conclude with the admonition in 
the old ballad, 


« Learn to be wiſe by others 
* And you ſhall do full well. 


ds my ſincere 5 to you, 


my Dear Friend. 


LETTER 
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LETTER m 


«© Some venial frailties you may well forgive.” 
| Francis's Horace. 


Dear Friend, 
S1 was the eldeſt, and my father being 


for the firſt few years a careful hard- 
working man, I fared ſomething: better than 


my brothers and ſiſters. I was put for two or 


three years to a day-ſchool kept by an old 


woman; and I well remember how proud 1 


uſed ta be to ſee ſeveral ancient dames lift 


up their hands and eyes with aſtoniſhment, 


while I repeated by memory ſeveral chapters 


out of the New Teſtament, concluding me 
from this ſpecimen to be a prodigy of ſci- 
ence, But my career of learning was ſoon 


at an end, when my mother got ſo poor that 


ſhe could not afford two-pence per week for 


my 


MO 
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my ſchooling. Beſides I was obliged to ſup- 
ply the place of a nurſe to ſeveral of my 
brothers and ſiſters. The conſequence of 
which was, that what little 1 had learned 
was preſently forgot ; and inſtead of learning 


to read. &c. it very early became my; chief 


delight to excel in all kinds of boyiſh miſ- 
chicfs : and I ſoon arrived to be the captain 
and leader of all the boys in the neighbour- 
hood, ſo that if any old woman's lanthorn 
was kicked out of her hand, or drawn up a 
ſign- poſt, or if any thing was faſtened to her 
tail, or if her door was nailed up, I was ſure 
to be accuſed as the author, whether [ really 
were ſo or not. e 
But one of my tricks had nearly proved 
fatal to me. I had obſerved that yawning 
was infectious ; and with a determination to 
have ſome ſport, I collected ſeveral boys to- 
gether one market-day evening, and inſtruct- 
ed them to go amongſt the butchers ; whi- 
ther I accompanied them. We placed our- 
ſelves at proper diſtances, and at a ſignal 
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given, all began to yawn as wide as we could : 
which immediately had the deſired effect; 
the whole butcher row was ſet a yawning ; 
on which 1 and my companions burſt our 
into a hearty laugh, and took to our heels. 


The trick pleaſed us ſo well, that two or 


three weeks after, we attempted to renew it. 


But one of the butchers, who was half drunk, 


perceiving our intention, ſnatched up his 


cleaver and threw it at me, which knocked 


off my hat without doing me any harm. 


I was about ten years of age, when a man 
began to cry apple-pies about the ſtreets, I took 
great notice of his methods of ſelling his pies, 
and thought I could do it much better than 
him. I communicated to a neighbouring baker 
my thoughts on the ſubject in ſuch a manner 
as gave him a very good opinion of my abili- 
ties for a pie merchant, and he prevailed on 
my father to let me live with him. My man- 
rer of crying pies, and my activity in ſelling 
them, ſoon made me the favorite of all 


ſuch as purchaſed halfpeniſy apple-pies, and 
half- 
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halfpenny plumb-puddings, ſo that in a'few 
weeks the old pie-merchant ſhut up his ſhop, 
I lved with this Baker about twelve or fifteen 
months, in which time I ſold ſuch large 
quantities of pies, puddings, cakes, &c. that 
he often declared to his friends, in my hearing, 
that 1 had been the means of extricating him 
from the embarraſſing circumſtances in which 
he was known to be involved prior to my en · 
tering his ſervice. 

During the time I continued with this Ba- 
ker, many complaints were repeatedly made 
againſt me for the childiſh follies I had been 
guilty of, ſuch as throwing ſnow-balls, fright- 
ening people by flinging ſerpents and crackers 
into their houſes, &c. I, alſo happened dne 


day to overturn my maſter's ſon, a child about 


four years old, whom 1 had been driving in a 
wheel-barrow. Deeading the cohſequences] l 
immediately flew from my maftet's Houſe, and 
(it being evening) went to a glazier's, aud pro- 
cured a parcel of broken glaſs ; ; Þ alſo provided 

ee 


9 
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myſelf with a pocketful of peas; and thus e- 
quipped made fine diverſion for myſelf and my 
unlucky companions, by going to a number 
of houſes one after another, diſcharging a 
bandful of peaſe at the windows, and throw- 
ing down another handful of glaſs in the 
ſtreet at the ſame inſtant, which made ſuch a 
noiſe as very much frightened many people, 
who had no doubt of their windows being bro- 
ken into a thouſand pieces. This adventure, 
together with throwing the child out of the 
wheel-barrow, produced ſuch a clamour againſt 
me amongſt the old women, that 1 would 
not return to my maſter, and not knowing 
what elle to do, I went home to my father, 
who, you may eaſily. conceive could not afford 
to keep me idle, ſo I was ſoon ſet down by 
his fade to learn his own Trade; and 1 con- 
tinued with him ſeveral years, working wWhen 
be worked, and while he was keeping Saint 
Meuday, I was with boys of my own age 
fighting, cudgel playing, wreſtling, &c. &c. 
I am, dear friend, yours, &c. 
LE T- 
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SETTER 
Who gather round, and wonder at the tale | | ; 
* Of horrid apparition, tall and ghaſtly, | 
„That walks at dead of night, or takes his ſtand, 
O'er ſome new-open'd grave: and (ſtrange to tell !) 
* Eyaniſhes at crowing of the cock. 


4 


Dear Friend, 
| Muſt not forget an odd adventure that 


happened when I was about twelve years 

of age, as it tends to ſhew in part my dauntleſs 
diſpoſition, which diſcovered itſelf on many 
occaſions in the very early part of my life. 

I had one day walked with my father to 
Holy-well lake, a village two miles from 
Wellington, where meeting with ſome. good. 
ale, he could not find in his heart to. 


| part from it until late at night. When we = | 
were returning home by the way of Rockavell- [ f 
Green, (commonly called Rogue-Oreen, 1 

1 | C3. 3 from | | 


— — —— 
— 2 7 3 2 — — 
2 Fe + — — — 5 == 
3 —— — 8 - — — r — 2 - 
yo ed —— ' a — ; * — 


OI . > nk * - 
—— . . 
. —— . — = _ ry 
A EI earn, oe ey ron 492 5 


— 


B av 4 


ne >a” 


- — 
= _—_ —— —u— 


—— — 


. 
y — — — 
22 ˙·˙ . WI 
— — — — — 
+ 2 e 4 a 


20 LIFE or j. LACKINGTON, BOOK SELLEW, 


from a gang of robbers and houfe breakers 
which formerly lived there) having juſt 
paſſed the bridge, we were met by ſeveral men 
and women, who appeared to be very much 
frightened, being iii great agitation. They 
informed us that they were returning back 
to Rogue-Green, in order to ſleep. there that 
night. They having been prevented from 
going home to Wellington by a dreadful 
Apparition, which they all had ſeen in the 
hollow way, about a quarter of a mile diſtant ; 
adding, that a perſon had been murdered there 
formerly, and that the ghoſt had walked 
there ever ſince; that they had never before 
paid much attention to the well-known 
report; but now they were obliged to 
credit it, having had ocular demonſtration. 
My father had drank too large a quantity of 
ale to be much afraid of any thing, and I 
(who could not let ſlip ſuch an opportun'ty 


of ſhewing my courage) ſeconded matters 


for the poor terrified people to return with us; 


and 


. 
» 
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and as I offered to lead the van, they were pre- 


vailed on to make the attempt once more; 


but ſaid, that it was rather preſumptuous, and 


hoped that no dreadful conſequence would 
enſue, as all the company, they truſted, were 


honeſt-hearted, and intended no harm to any 
perſon: they moreover added, that God 


certainly was above the Devil.” I then ad- 


vanced, and kept before the company about 
fifty yards. 

So Whiſtling aloud to bear my courage up.” 
But when we had walked about a quarter of a 


mile, I ſaw, at ſome diſtance before, in the 


hedge, the dreadful apparition that had fo 


_ terrified our company. Here it is! (ſaid I) 


Lord have mercy upon us!” replyed ſome 


of the company, making a full ſtop; and 


would have gone back again, but ſhame pre- 
vented them. I ſtill kept my diſtance before, 
and called out to them to follow me, —aſſur- 


ing them that I was determined to ſee what 


it was. They then fell one behind another, 
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and advanced in fingle files. As I proceeded 
I too was ſeized with a timid apprehenſion, 
but durſt not own it; but ſtill | kept on be- 
fore, although I perceived my hair to heave 
my hat from my head, and my teeth to chat- 
ter in my mouth. In fact I was greatly agi- 
tated at what I ſaw, the object much reſem- 
bled the human figure as to ſhape, but the 
ſize was prodigious. However, I had promiſ- 
ed to ſee what it was, and for that, purpoſe, I 
obſtinately ventured on about thirty yards 
from the place where I firſt had ſight of it. I 
then perceived that it was only a very ſhort 


tree, whoſe limbs had been newly cut off, 


the doing of which had made it much reſem- 


ble a giant. 1 then called to the company, 


and informed them, with a hearty laugh, that 
they had been frightened at the ſtump of 
a tree. | | 

This ſtory cauſed excellent diverſion for a 
long time afterwards in Wellington, and I 
was mentioned as an hero. 


The 
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The pleaſure and fatisfaQton I received from 


the diſcovery, and the honour I acquired for 
the courage I poſſeſſed in making it, has, I 
believe, had much influence on me ever after ; 
as I cannot recolle& that in any one inſtance 
I have ever obſerved the leaſt fear of appari- 
tions, ſpirits, &c. ſince, 

. What education did at firſt receive, 


% Our ripen'd age confirms us to believe.“ 
Pomfret. 


Not that 1 have always ſteadily diſbelieved 


what has been related of ſuch appearances, a 
few accounts of which ſeem ſo well authenti- 
cated, as at leaſt to make me doubt whether 
there might not exiſt in the ſcale of beings 
ſome of a more aerial ſubſtance than mankind, 
who may poſſeſs both the inclination and the 
power of aſſuming our ſhape, and may per- 
haps take as much delight in teazing the hu- 


man ſpecies, as too many of our ſpecies doin 


teazing and even tormenting thoſe of the brute 


creation, 
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c Some aſtral Forms I muſt invoke by pray'r ; 

« Fram'd all of pureſt atoms of the air: 

& In airy chariots they together ride, 

% And fip the dew, as thro' the clouds they glide 
* Vain ſpirits, You, that ſhunning heaven's high noon, | 

«© Swarm here beneath the concave of the moon, 

© Hence to the taſk, aſſign'd you here below! 

© Upon the ocean make loud tempeſts blow; 

c Into the wombs of hollow clouds repair, 

c And craſh out thunder from the bladder'd air; 

„From pointed ſun-beams take the miſts they drew, 

And ſcatter them again in pearly dew: 

«© And of the bigger drops they drain below, 

% Some mould in hail, and others ſift in ſnow.” 

| Dryden, 


Oo 


While I am on this ſubje&, I cannot reſiſt. 
the temptation of relating a truly ridicu- 
lous affair that happened about this time at 
Taunton. 


In the work-houſe belonging to the Pariſh 
of St. James, there lived a young woman who 
was an idiot : This poor creature had a great 
averſion to ſleeping in a bed, and at bed-tune 
would often run away to a field in the neigh- 

bourhood called the Priory, where ſhe ſlept in 
the cow-ſheds. 


In 
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In order to break her of this bad cuſtom, 


two men agreed to try if they could not fright- 
en her out of it. And one night, when they 
knew that ſhe was there, they took a white 


| ſheet with them, and coming to the place, 
| one of the men concealed himſelf to ſee the 


event, while the other wrapped himſelf up 
in the ſheet, and walked forwards and back- 
wards cloſe before the cowſhed in which the 


was laid. It was ſome time before Molly 
paid any attention to the apparition 3 but at 


laſt up ſhe got.” Aha!“ (ſaid ſhe) * a white 
devil !” and by her manner of exprefling her- 
ſelf ſhe thought it was very ſtrange. to ſee a 


whzte devil. And ſoon after ſhe exclaimed, 


a black devil, too! a black devil, too!” 
With that the man who had the ſheet on, 


looked over his ſhoulder, and ſaw (or ima» | 
gined that he ſaw) a perſon all over black be- 


hind him ; the fight of which made him take 


tohis heels, Molly then clapped her hands as 


faſt as ſhe could, crying out at the ſame time, 
| | 66 Run, 
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„ Run, black devil, and catch white devil! 


Run, black devil, and catch white devil!“ and 


was highly diverted. But this proved a ſerious 
adventure to the white devil, as he expired 
within a few minutes after he had reached his 
own houſe ; and from that time poor Molly 
was left alone to ſleep in peace. 

About ten years after the above affair, at 


Wilkſcome, nine miles from Taunton, a 


gentleman farmer's houſe was alarmed every 


night between twelve and one o'clock. The 
chamber doors were thrown open, the bed 
cloaths pulled off the beds, and the kitchen 


furniture thrown with violence about the 


kitchen, to the great terror of the family, 
1nſomuch that the ſervants gave their maſter 


and miſtreſs warning to leave their places, and 
{ome of them actually quitted their. ſervice. 
This dreadful affair had laſted about ſix weeks, 
when a young gentleman who was there on a 
viſit, being in bed one night, at the uſual hour 
he heard his chamber door thrown open, and a | 


very 
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very odd noiſe about his room. He was at firſt 
trightened, but the noiſe continuing a long 
time, he became calm and laid ſtill, revolving 
what he had beſt do. When on a ſudden he 
heard the ſpirit creep under his bed, which was 
immediately lifted up, &c. This convinced 
him that there was ſome ſubſtance in the 
ſpirit ; on which he leaped out of bed and 
ſecured the door, and with his oaken ſtaff 


belaboured the ghoſt under the bed as hard 
as he could, until he heard a female voice 
imploring for mercy. On that he opened 


his chamber door, and called aloud for a light. 
The family all got up as faſt as poſſible, and 
came to his room. He then informed them 
that he had got the ſpirit under the bed; on 
hearing -which, moſt of them were. terribly 
frightened, and would haye run off faſter than 
they came, but he aſſured them, they had 
nothing to fear: then out he dragged the half- 
murdered ſpirit from under the bed. But 
how great was their ſurpriſe and ſhame, when 


they 
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they diſcovered that this tormenting devil was 
no other than one of their ſervant girls, about 
fixteen years of age, who had been confined, 
to her bed ſeveral months by illneſs. 
Ibis ghoſt was no ſooner laid, than two o- 
thers alarmed the neighbou rhood ; one of which 
for a long time ſhook a houſe every night, and 
terribly diſtreſſed the family; at length they all 
' reſolved one night to go over the whole houſe 
in a body, and ſee what it was that ſo agitated 
the building. They examined every room; but 
in vain, as no cauſe could be diſcovered. So 
they very ferionſly as well as unanimouſly 
concluded, that it mult be rhe devil. 
But about a fortnight after this, one of the 
family being out late in the garden, ſaw a great 
boy get in at the window of an old houſe 
next door, (part of which was in ruins) and 
ſoon after the houſe began to ſhake as uſual, 
on Which the family went out of their own 
habitation and entered the old houſe where 
the boy was ſeen to get m; yetfor a long 


time 


89 
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time they could not diſcover any perfon, and 


were juſt turning to come: out again, when 
'one of the company obſerved the: boy over 


their head, ſtriding over the end of a lags 


beam that ran acroſs both houſes. 
It was then apparent that the violent agi- 
tation of the. adjoming houſe was occafioned 


by nothing more than his leaping up and 
down on the unſupported end of this beam. 
Another apparition had for a long time ſtole 
many geeſe, turkeys, &c. and although it had 
been ſeen by many, yet nobody would ven- 
ture to go near it: until at length one per- 
ſon a little wiſer than the reſt of his neigh- 
bours, ſeeing the famous apparition all over 
white ſtealing his fowls, was determined to 


be fully fatisfied what kind of ſpirit it could be 


that had ſo great a predilection for poultry. He 


accordingly went round the yard, and as the 


apparition was coming over the wall, he knock- 


ed it down, and' found that this terrible : ghoſt 


was a neighbouring woman, who had put on 
her ſhroud, in order to deter any perſons ſhould 


they 
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they by chance ſee her, from coming near her. 
Thus, though ſhe had for a long time ſucceſſ- 
fully practiſed this new way of procuring poul- 
try, the old fox was caught at laſt. 

This is ſo prolific a ſubject, that 1 could kl 
many pages with relations of dreadful ſpectres, 
which for a while have reigned with tyrannic 
ſway over weak minds, and at length when 
calm Reaſon was ſuffered to aſſume its power, 


they have been diſcovered to be no more ob- 


jects of terror than thoſe I have here noticed. 
But doubtleſs many ſuch inſtances muſt have 
occurred to you. 

It has indeed often aſtoniſhed me, that in 
this enlightened age, there ſhould yet remain 
numbers, not in the country only, but even 
in the Metropolis, who ſuffer themſelves to 
be made miſerable by vain fears of preter- 


natural occurrences, which generally owe their 


origin to the knavery of ſome ill - diſpoſed per- 


ſon, who has a ſiniſter purpoſe to anſwer there- 
by, or to the fooliſh deſire of alarming the 


minds 
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minds of weak people: a practice ſometimes 
(though intended as /un) productive of very 


ſerious conſequences. Now and then, indeed, 


_ theſe terrors are owing to accident and ridicu- 
lous cauſes. As an inſtance, I ſhall give you 
the account of a terrible alarm which ſome 
years fince took place in an Hoſpital of this 
city, as related to me by a Gentleman then 
reſident in the houſe, who was compleating 
bis Medical education, and on whoſe veracity 
can confadently rely. 

For ſeveral nights ſucceſſively, a noiſe had 
been heard in the lower part of the building; 
like the continual tapping againſt a window ; 
which led the night nurſes wiſely to conclude 
it muſt certainly be occaſioned by the Spirit of 


one of the bodies depoſited in the dead-houſe, 


wiſhing to make its cſcape that way, the ſound 


ſeeming to proceed from that particular quar- 


ter. The dread of theſe ſagacious ladies at 


laſt became ſuch, as totally to prevent their 
going from ward to ward to do their duty, 


and 
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and determined my friend to attempt to lay 
this perturbed ſpirit; which however he 
apprehended would more ſpeedily, as well 
as effectually be performed by the aſſiſtance 
of a good cudgel, than by any exorciſms ; 
he therefore inſtead of conſulting the Chap- 
lain, gave orders the next night as ſoon as the 

uſual dreadful ſound was heard, to give him 
notice. This you may ſuppoſe they did 

not neglect doing, though at the fame time 
they were ſhocked at his temerity, and appre- 
henſive for the conſequences. He immediately 
fallied forth, with a candle in one hand, and 
a good tough twig in the other, accompanied 
by two of the men ſervants of the Hoſpital, ac- 
coutred in the ſame manner. The dead-houſe 


was paſſed; the noiſe continued; though it evi- 
dently proceeded from a window at ſome diſ- 
tance in the area. When the cavalcade came 
near the ſcene of action, the window ſuddenly 
and violently broke, without any thing being 


ſcen. This my friend confefled, for a moment 


to 
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occaſion his making a halt; but as nothing vi- 
ſible had eſcaped through the area, it occurred 
to him ſomething might have made an entrance 
that way: accordingly he proceeded to the 
internal part of the building, and on opening 
the door, the apparition immediately not only 

appeared, but diſappeared, and that ſo inſtan- 
taneouſly as not to afford time to apply the 
remedy intended. And what, think you, was 
this dreadful ſpirit ? That you may exerciſe 
your ingenuity at gueſſing, I will here con- 
clude, with, Dear Friend, | 

*% | Yours, &c. 


D | LET- 
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LET 


« —— Were thy education ne'er ſo mean, 

« Having thy limbs, a thouſand fair courſes 

4 Offer themſelves to thy election. 5 
Ben. Johnſon's Every man in his humour. 


| Dear Friend, 


CAT. — An odd beginning of a "OY 

by the bye but here highly important 
and proper, as tending to relieve you from 
the anxious thoughts which (no Gbubt) muſt 
have filled your mind on the ſubject of the 
concluding part of my former letter. Having | 
now, I dare ſay, had enough of Ghofteſer, 1 
will proceed with my narration. 

During the time that 1 lived with the 
Baker, my name became ſo celebrated for 
ſelling a large numbec of pies, puddings, &c. 
that for ſeveral years following, application 


Was 
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was made to my father, for him to permit 


me to ſell almanacks a few market days before 


and after Chriſtmas. In this employ I took 


great delight, and the country people were 


highly pleaſed with me, and bought a great 
number of my Almanacks, which excited 
ehvy in the itinerant venders of Moore, Wing, 
RN, &c. to ſuch a degree, that my 
father often expreſſed his anxiety leſt they 
ſhould ſome way or other do me a miſchief, 
But I had not the leaſt concern, for as J had 
a light pair of heels, I always kept at a proper 
diſtance, 

o my friend, little did I think at that 
time, that I ever ſhould excite the ſame poor 
mean ſpirit in many of the Bookſellers of Lon» 
don and other places! but, 


« Emnvy at laſt crawls forth, from hell's dire throng, 
Of all the direfull'ſt! her black locks hung long, 
« Attir'd with curling ſerpents; her pale ſkin 
„Was almoſt drop'd from her ſharp bones within, 
« And at her breaſt ſtuck vipers, which did prey 
„Upon her panting heart both night and day, 


„ Sucking _ blood from thence : which to repair, 
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<< Both day and night they left freſh poiſons there. 
Her garments were deep-ſtain'd with human gore, 
«© And torn by her own hands, in which ſhe bore 

* A knotted whip and bowl, which to the brim, 

<« Did green gall, and the juice of wormwood ſwim ; 
«© With which when ſhe was drunk, ſhe furious grew, 
« And laſh'd herſelf ; thus from the accurſed crew, 

% Envy the worſt of fiends, herſelf preſents, | 
92 Envy, good only, when ſhe herſelf torments.” 


Cowley. 
* The true condition of Envy, is, * 
Dolor alienæ felicitatis; to have Ce ay 


Our eyes continually fix'd upon another 
* Man's proſperity, that is, his chief happineſs, 
« And to grieve at that.” _ "oY 
I was fourteen years and a half old, when 
I went with my father to work at Taunton, 
ſeven miles from Wellington, We had been 
there about a fortnight, when my father in- 
formed our maſter, George Bowden, that he 


would return to Wellington again. Mr. 
Bowden was then pleaſed to inform my fa- 
ther that he had taken a liking ta me, and 
adviſed him to bind me an apprentice to him, 
I ſeconded Mr. Bowden's motion (as I had a 


better proſpect 1 in continuing with Mr, Bow- 
| den 
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den than in returning to Wellington with my 


father) and as he offered to take me without 
any premium and to find me in every thing, 
my father accepted his offer, and I was im- 
mediately bound an apprentice for ſeven years 
to Mr. George and Nlrs Mary Bowden, as honeſt 


and worthy a couple as ever carried on a trade. 


« Religious, punctual, frugal, * ſo forth; 


Their word would paſs for more than they were worth.“ 


Pope. 
They carefully attended to their ſhop ſix 
days in the week, and on the ſeventh went 


with their family twice to an anabaptiſt 


meeting; where little attention was paid to 


ſpeculative doctrines; but where ſound mo- 
rality was conſtantly inculcated. 


«© For modes of faith let graceleſs zealots fight, 
« His can't be wrong whole life is in the right. 


But in this, as in many other places of wor- 
thip, it was done in a dull ſpiritleſs manner : 
ſo that the excellent morality taught there 


was not fo much attended to as it would have 
D 3 been 


„ H ↄ aaa 3 
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been had it been enforced, or reen forced, by 


the captivating powers of oratory. 


ell remember, that although 1 conſtant- | 


ly attended this place, it was a year or two 
before I took the leaſt notice of the ſermon, 
which was read; nor had I any idea that 1 
had the leaſt concern in what the miniſter was 
preaching (as 'tis called) about. For, 


«© Who a cold, dull, lifeleſs, drawling keeps, 
« One half his audience laughs, whilſt Vother ſleeps. 


* * * * * * * 


„ Sern:ons, like plays, ſome pleaſe us at the ear, 
„But never will a ſerious reading bear; 
Some ia the cloſet edify enough, 
« Thar from the pulpit ſcem'd but ſorrow ſtuff. 
is thus there are who by ill reading ſpoil 
« Your g's pointed ſenſe, or Atterbury's ſtyle ! 
«© While others, by the force of eloquence, 
„Make that ſeem fine, which ſcarce is common ſenſe, 
„But ſome will preach, without the leaſt pretence, 
Jo virtue, learning, art or eloquence. 
«© Why not? you cry: they plainly ſee, no doubt— 
A prieſt may grow rig ht reverend without.” 

| . | Art of Preaching. 


I am, Dear Friend, yours, &c. 


LET= 


7 
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* 


LETTER VI 


1% Youth is the ſtock ON grafted ſuperſtition, 
« Shoots with unbounded vigor; 


Miller's Mahomet. 


Div Friend, 

T the time that I was bound an Ap- 

2 prenfice, my Maſter had two ſons, the 
eldeſt about ſeventeen years old, the youngeſt 
fourteen, The eldeſt had juſt been baptized, 
and introduced as a member of the dipping 
Community where my maſter and his family 
attended, The boy was a very ſober induſ- 
trious youth, and pave his father and mother 


much pleaſure. The youngeſt was alſo a good 
lad. Thas every thing continued well for 
ſome time after I had been added to the fami- 
ly. Both of che boys had very good natural 
parts, and had learned to read, write, keep ac- 
1 h counts, 
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counts, &c. But they had been at ſchools 
where no variety of bak been introduc- 
ed; ſo that all they had read was the Bible: 
My maſter's whole library conſiſted of a 
ſchool-ſize Bible, Watts Kpfalms and Hymns, 
Foot's Tract on Baptiſm, Culpepper's Herbal, 
The Hiſtory of Gentle Craft, an old im- 
perfect volume of Receipts in Phyſic, Sur- 
gery, &c. and the Ready Reckoner. The 
ideas of the family were as circuſfpſcribed as 
their Library; my Maſter called attention to 
buſineſs and working hard, minding ** the 
main- chance. On Sundays all went to meet- 
ing. My Maſter, on that day, faid a ſhort 
grace before dinner, and the boys read a few 
chapters in the Bible, took a walk for an 
hour or two, then read a chapter or two more, 
ſupped, and went early to bed, perfectly ſa- 
tisfied with having done their duty z and each 


having a quiet conſcience ſoon fell into the 
Arms of 


Tir'd nature's ſweet reſtorer, balmy ſleep.” 


LIFE OF j. LACKINGTON, BOOKSELLER. a 
* 


I cannot here omit mentioning a very ſingular 
cuſtom of my maſter's. Every morning, at all 
ſeaſons of the year, and in all weathers, he roſe 
about three o'clock, took a walk by the river's 
fide round Trenchware fields, ſtopt at ſome | 
place or other to Arink half a pint of ale, 
came ba fore ſix o'clock and called up his 
people to work, and went to bed again about 
ſeven. 


Thus was the good man's family jogging 
eaſily 2nd quietly on; no one doubting but he 
ſhould,go to heaven when he died, and every 
one hoping it would be a good while firſt. : 

But alas ! the dreadful crifis was at hand, 
that put an end to the happineſs and peace of 
this little family. I had been an apprentice 
about twelve or fifteen months, when my 
maſter's eldeſt ſon George happened to go and 
hear a ſermon preached by one of Mr. Weſ- 
ley's Preachers, who had left the plow-tail 
to preach the pure and wnadultered Goſpel 
of Chriſt, By this ſermon the fallow 


ground 
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Cs 


ground of poor George's heart was harrowed 
up, he was now perſuaded that the innocent 
and good life he had led would only fink 
him deeper into hell: in ſhort he found out 
that he had never been converted, and of 
courſe was in a ſtate of dganatiog, without 
benefit of Clergy. But he did nog 


tinue in this damnable ſtate, but ſoon became 


one of thoſe 3 * 


. Errant Saints, whom all men grant 


wy « To be the true Church , militant.” 


* 


He perſuaded himſelf that he had* — 
through the New Birth, and was quite ſure 


that his name was regiſtered in the Book of 
Life, and (to the great grief of his parents) 


he was become a new creature. f 
George had no ſooner made things ſhre for 
himſelf, than he began to extend his concern 
to his father, mother, brother, and me; and 
very kindly gave us to underſtand, that he 


was ſure we were in a very deplorable ſtate, 


& without 
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t without hope, Wand without God in the 
world,” being under the curſe 'of the Law. 
In the long winter nights, as we fat at work 
together, he proved (in his way) that every 
man had original fin enough to damn a thou- 
ſand ſouls; and a deal was faid on that ſub- 

jet : Quotations were made from ſome deep 
author who had aflerted, that the were 
« infants in hell but a ſpan log ; “and that 
«© Hell was paved with infant ſculls,” &c. 
As to Morality, George aflured. us it was of 


no avail; that as for good works, they were 


only ſplendid ſins; and that in the beſt good 


work that any creature could perform, there 


was fin enough to fink the doer to t 
moſt hell: That it was Faith alone that did 
every thing, without a Frain of morality; but 
that no man could have one particle of this 
myſterious Faith, before he was juſtified ; 
and that juftification was a ſudden opera- 
tion on the ſoul, by which the moſt execrable 
wretch that ever lived might inſtantaneouſly 
be 


e nether- 


8 "0 a 8 5 
1 8 yy r * Aa * — * * 1 n 
— „ x . . 
Een N LN . — — as — 6 ” * * 
— — — — ws — — " — 2 — 
2 — — _ 2 — — E 21 
ates ts a — 2 


1 

— — — 
C RIO CO OO————C—— 
— „ Wo, 


ja 1 
. 
r do 
—— ——_— <2 
_< — 


n 


Ur tt. 
* ——ü— 4 ͤ ᷣ —— 


„ 
5 — 


8 * . „ * * 
* * 8 — „ 3 27 * * 
—_ — —— r 0 5 I = 
- 3 * = 
. . q 


2 —— — 
5 


* * % - 
4 bs 3 do * 

— — fv x 4 
— rrp ap, A oo 


44 LIFE OF j. LACKINGTON, BOOKSELLER, 


be aſſured of all his fins being pardoned that 
his body from that very moment became the 
living temple of the Holy Ghoſt, that he had 
fellowſhip with the Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit, and that Spirit was to be their conſtant 
and infallible guide: and that 


«© Whate'er men ſpeak by this new light, 
40 Srilffithey were ſure to be in the right. 
<« This dark-lanthorn of the ſpirit, 
« Which none ſce by but thoſe that bear it ; 
« A light that falls down ſrgm on high, 
For ſpiritual trades to cozen by; 
« An ignis fatuus, that bewitches 
« And leads men into pools and ditches, 
This light inſpires and plays upon 
The noiſe of Saint, like bagpipe drone, 
«© And ſpeaks through hollow empty ſoul, 
As through a trunk, or whiſpering hole, 
« Such language as no mortal car 

_« But ſpiritu'l eaves-droppers can hear.“ 


My maſter very Rom heard any 7 theſc 
conyerſations, but my good miſtreſs would ſit 
down for hours together, with her bible in 
her lap, from which ſhe would read ſuch 


ſcriptures as proved the neceſſity of living a 


good 
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good life, performing good works, &c. ſhe 
alſo did her beſt to confute the tenets of on 
ginal ſin, Imputed righteouſneſs, doctrine of 


the Trinity. &c. &c. Unfortunately the good 


woman had no great talents for controverſy; 
however, George had a very tenacious memo- 
mory, and employed all his thoughts on theſe 
ſubjects, ſo that John his younger brother, 
and 1 alſo (two competent judges no doubt) 
thought that he hatt agbeſt of the arguments 
on theſe edifying ſyþjets, and about five 
months after George 
to bear thoſe * true Ambaſſadors from 
Heayen, 


Who ftrol} and teach from town to town, 
% The good old Cauſe; which ſome believe 
To be the devil that tempted Eve 
„% With knowledge, and do till invite 

The world to miſchief with new light.“ 

| Butler. 
Theſe devil-dodgers happened to be ſo very 
powerful (that is very noiſy,) that they ſoon 


ſent 


converſion John went 
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ſent John home, crying out, he ſhould be 

damn'd ! he ſhould be damn'd for ever! 
But John ſoon got out of the damnable 

ſtate, and aſſured us that all his ſins were 


forgiven, that he had paſſed from death into 


life, and had union and communion with 
God. He now became as merry as before he 
had been ſorrowful, and ſung in Mr. Wefley's 
ſtrain, | 

© Not a doubt mall ane. 

To darken the ſkiesg 

& Nor hide for a * my God from my Eycs.” 

John ſung to me, and ſaid to me a deal in this 
wonderful ſtile, of which I did not cottipre- 
hend one ſyllable. But theſe extraordinary 


accounts and diſcourſes, together with the 


controverſies between the mother and the ſons, 


made me think that they knew many matters 
of which I was totally ignorant. This creat- 
ed in me a defire for knowledge, that [ might 

know who was right, and who, was wrong. 
But 
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But 5 


read. 


my great mortification, I could not 


I knew moſt of the letters, and a few 
eaſy words, and I ſet about learning with all 
my might. My miſtreſs would ſometimes 


inſtru& me; and having three-halfpence per 


week alloggd me by my mother, this money 
I gave to John (my maſter's youngeſt ſon) 


and for every three-halfpengg@{he taught me 


to ſpell one hour. And this was done in the 
dark, as we were not allowed a candle, after 
we were ſent upſtairs to bed. 

I ſoon made a little progreſs in reading; and 
in the mean time 1 alſo went to the Method- 
iſt meeting, to hear one Thomas Bryant, 
known in Taunton by the name of the dam- 
nation preacher ; (he had juſt left off eobling 
ſoles of another kind.) His ſermon fright- 
ened me moſt terribly. I ſoon after went to 
hear an old Scotchman ; and he aſſured his 
congregation, that they would be damn'd, and 


double damn'd, and treble damn'd, and damn'd 


for ever, if they died without what he called 
Faith 


* * 
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Faith. This e doctrine and ,nouly | 


rant and enthuſiaſm; ſoon worked on it paſ. 
ſions, and made me believe wyſelf to be really 
in the damnable condition that they repre- 
ſented : and in this miſerable ſtate I continued 
follibout a month, being: all thavith 


to work myſelf up to the proper key. At 
laſt, by finguy and repeating enthuſiaſtic 
amorous hymns, and preſumptuouſly applying 


particular texts of ſcripture, I got my imagi- 
nation to the proper pitch, . was born again in 
an inſtant, became a very great favourite of 
heaven, and whs as familiar with the Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghoſt, as any old woman in 
Mr. Weſley's connection. * 


Jam, dear Sir, 


Your's. 


5 
LPT - 


v 
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** rn 
4e « Religiog'sluftre-i is by native innocencegy: — 
% Divinely fair, pure, and ſimple from all arts; 
« You daub and dreſs her like a common miſtreſs, 
The harlot of your fancies; a by adding 
„ Falſe beauties, which ſhe wants not, make the world 
“ Suſpect her angel face is foul within,” 
Rowe's Tamerlane. 


Dear Friend, 


HE enthuſiaſtic notions which I had im- 
bibed, and the defire I had to be talking 
about religious myſteries, &c. anſwered one 
valuable purpoſe ; as it cauſed me to embrace 
every opportunity to learn to read ; ſo that I 
could ſoon read the eaſy parts of the Bible, 
Mr. Weſley's Hyrans, &c. and every leiſure 
minute was ſo employed, 5 
In the winter I was obliged to attend my 
vork from fix in the morning until ten at 


E I: night, 
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night. In the ſummer half year, 1 only 


worked as long as we could ſee without can- 


dle; but notwithſtanding the cloſe attention I 


was obliged to pay to. my trade, yet for a 


| os time I read ten chapters in the Bible 


every day, I alſo read and learned many 


bymns, and as ſoon as I could procure ſome of 


Mr. Weſley's Tracts, Sermons, &c. I read 


them alſo; many of them I peruſed in Cloa- 
cina's T emple, (the place where my Lord 
Cheſterfield adviſed his ſon to read the claſ- 
fics.) But J did not apply them after reading 
to the farther uſe that his Lordſhip hints at.) 

J had ſuch good eyes, that I often read by 
the light of the Moon, as my maſter would ne- 
ver permit me to take a candle into my room, 


and that prohibition ! looked upon as a kind 


of perſecution, but I always comforted myſelf 


with the thoughts of my being a childof God ; 
and as ſuch, that it was impoſſible for me to 


eſcape perſecution from the children of the 


devil, which I very piouſly applied to my | 
| good 
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good maſter and miſtreſs. And ſo ignorantly 
and imprudently zealous was I for the good of 


their precious ſouls, as ſometimes to give them 


broad hints of it, and of the dangerous ſtate 


they were in. Their pious good old —_— 
the Reverend Mr. Harrifon, , I called“ 

Hind Jeader of the Hind;” and 1 once affured 
my miſtreſs, that both he and his whole flock 
were in a ſtate of damnation, being“ ſtrang- 
ers to the. hope of Iſrael, and without God in 
the world.” My good miſtreſs wiſely thought 
that a good ſtick was the beſt way of arguing 
with ſuch an ignorant infatuated boy as I was, 
and had often recourſe to it ; but I took care 
to give her a deal of trouble; for whenever I 
was ordered in my turn to read in the Bible, I 
always ſelected ſuch chapters as I thought 
militated againſt Arians, Socinians, &c. and 
ſuch verſes as-I deemed favourable to the doc- 
trine of Original Sin, Juſtification by Faith, 
imputed Righteouſneſs, the doctrine of the 
F rinity, &c. On ſuch parts I always placed 
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a particular emphaſis, which puzzled and 
teazed the old lady a good deal. 

Among other places I thought that the ſix- 
teenth chapter of Ezekiel very much favoured 
the doctrines of original fin, imputed righte- 
ouſneſs, &c. and that chapter I often ſelected 
and read to her, and ſhe as often read the 
eighteenth chapter of the ſame prophecy, for 
the ſake of the parable of the Father's eating 
ſour grapes. . | 

As often as I read in St. Paul's Epiſtles on 
Juſtification by faith alone, my good miſtreſs 
would read in the Epiſtle of St. James, ſuch 
paſſages as ſay that a man is not juſtified by 
faith alone, but by faith and works, which 


often embaraſſed me not a little. However I 


comforted myſelf with the conceit of having 


more texts of Scripture on my fide of the 
queſtion than ſhe had on her fide. As to St. 


James, I was almoſt ready to conclude, that 


he was not quite orthodox, and fo I did not | 


much mind what he ſaid. IH 
| «« Falſe 
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— opinicns rooted in the mind, 
* Hoodwink the ſoul and keep our reaſon blind. 
In controverted points can reaſon ſway, 
When paſſion or conceit hurrtes us away * 
Hitherto I had not frequented the metho- 
diſt meetings by the conſent or knowledge 
of my maſter and miſtreſs; nor had my zeal 
been ſo great as to make me openly violate 
their commands. But my zeal increaſed much 
faſter than my knowledge, and I ſoon diſre- 
garded their orders, and without heſitation 
ran away to hear a methodiſtical ſermon as 
often as I could find opportunity. One Sun- 
day morning at eight o'clock my miſtreſs ſee- 
ing her ſons ſet off, and knowing that they 
were gone to a methogift meeting, determined 
to prevent me from doing the ſame by locking 
the door, which ſheaccordingly did ; on which, 
in a ſuperſtitious mood, I opened the Bible for 
direction what to do, (ignorant methodiſts often 
practiſe the ſame preſumptuous method) and 
the firſt words I read were theſe. He has giv- 
en his angels charge concerning thee, leſt at 
E3 3 


* i 
5 
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any time theo ſhouldeſt daſh thy foot againſt : a 
ſtone.” This was enough for me, 80 without a 
moment's heſitation, I ran up two pair of ſtairs 
to my room, and out of the window I leap- 


ed, to the great terror of my poor miſtreſs. 1 


got up immediately, and ran about two or three 


hundred yards, towards the meeting-houle ; 


but alas! I could run no farther my feet 


and ancles were moſt intolerably bruiſed, ſs 


that I was obliged to be carried back and put | 
to bed; and it was more than a month before 
I recovered the uſe of my limbs. I was igno- 
rant enough to think, (I mention it with 
horror and remorſe !) that the Lord had not 
uſed me very well, arid reſolved not to put ſo 


much truſt in him for che future. 


This raſh adventure of mine made a great 


noiſe in the town, and was talked of many 


miles round. Some few admired my amazing 


ſtrength of faith, but the 1 major part pitied 


me, as a poor ignorant, deluded and infatuated 


boy ; which did not at all pleaſe, 
car Friend, yours, &c. 


LET 


* 
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LETTER VIII. 


% One makes the rugged paths ſo ſmooth and even, 
6 None but an ill-bred man can miſs of heaven. 
“ Another quits his ſtockings, breeches, ſhirt, 
“ Becauſe he fancies virtue dwells in dirt: 
© While all concur to take away the ſtreſs, 
„From weightier points, and lay it on the leſs.” 

| Stillingfleet on Converſation, 


Dear Friend, , 
N the fourth year of my apprenticeſhip, my 
maſter died, and although he was a good 
| huſband, a good father, and a good maſter; 
&c. yet as he had not the methodiſtical faith, 
and could not pronounce the Shbboleth of that 
ſect, I piouſly feared that he was gone to hell. 
As I had been bound to my miſtreſs as well 
as my maſter, I was of courſe an apprentice © 
{till. 


more liberty of conſcience, (as I called it) 10 
that 


But after my maſter's death I obtained 
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that I not only went to hear the methodiſt 
Termons, but was alſo admitted into their So- 
ciety : and I believe they never had a more 
devout enthuſiaſtical member; ſo that for 
ſeyeral years I regularly attended every ſer- 
mon, as well as all their private meetings. 


As you are probably unacquainted with the 
nature of their private meetings, a ſhort 
account of them may ben afford you n 


amuſement. 


The late Mr. Weſley inſtituted — his 
people, beſides the public preachings, ſeveral 
kinds of private meetings; and as the prayer- 
meeting is the leaſt private of any of them, I 
will firſt take notice of that. 

To the prayer-meetings they often invited 


people who were not of their ſociety ; an hymn 


was firſt ſung, and then they all knelt, and 
the firſt perſon that felt a motion, made an 
extemporary prayer, when he had done ano- 
ther began, and ſo on, for about two hours. 

But 
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But it ſo happened ſometimes, that one 
of the brethren began to pray without having 
the gift of prayer (as they call it), and then 
he often ſtuck faſt, like ſome of the young 
orators at Coach-maker's Hall, &c. - Prayer- 
meetings were held in ſuch high eſteem a- 
mongſt them that they aflerted, more were . 
* born again,” and more * made free from 
all the remains of ſin,” or in other words of 
their own, made perfett as God is perfect. 
in theſe kinds of meeting, than at public 
preaching, &c. Thus, as Pomfret ſays, 

«© The ſpirits heated will ſtrange things produce.“ 

But tis impoſſible for you, my friend, to 
form any juſt idea of theſe aſſemblies, except 
you had been preſent at them: one Wheedles 
and coaxes the Divine Being, in his addreſſes; 
another is amorous and luſcious ; and a third ſo 
rude and commanding, he will even tell the 
Deity that he mult be a liar (dreadful !) if he 
does not grant all they aſk. In this manner will 
they work up one another” 8 imaginations until 

8 | they 


on” 
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they may actually be ſaid to be in a ſtate of 
intoxication. © 5 

They have another kind of private meeting 
after the publick preaching on Sunday even- 
ings, in which the preacher meets all the 
members of the ſociety, who ſtay behind 
after the general congregation is diſmiſſed, To 
this ſociety Mr. Weſley gave ſuch advice as 
he deemed better ſuited to a godly few than 
to a promiſcuous multitude of outward 
court worſhippers.” | 


Their Love-feaſt is alſo a private meeting 


of as many members of the community as 


pleaſe to attend; and they generally come 
from all parts, within ſeveral miles of the 
place where love-feaſts are held. 
When all are met they alternately fing and 
pray ; and ſuch amongſt them as think that 
their experience (as they call it) is remarka- 
ble, ſtand up in their place and relate all 
the tranſactions between God, the devil, and 


| their ſouls. At ſuch ſeaſons as this I have 


\ 


heard 


4 
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heard many of them declare they had juſt 
received the pardon of all their fins, while 
Brother ſuch-a-one was in prayer ; another 


would then get up and afert that he was uſt - 


at that inſtant made perfectly free from fin ; 
and then the Spirit is ſuppoſed to be very 
powerfully at work amongſt them ; and ſuch 
a wniſon of ſighing and groaning ſucceeds; that 


you would think they had all loſt their ſenſes. 


In the Love-feaſt they have buns to cat, 
vrhich are mutually broken between each 
brother and ſiſter, and they have alſo water 


to drink, which they. hand from one to ano- 


ther. Theſe meetings begin about ſeven 


o'clock and laſt until nine, or after. 

In London, Briſtol, and other large places, 
they have ſome private meetings, unknown 
to the community at large. Theſe meetings 
conſiſt of all married men at one time, young 


and unmarried men at another time: the mar- 


ricd women by - themſelves, and the ſingle 


women by themſelves ; and to each of theſe 
claſſes 
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claſſes Mr: Weſley went, and gave ſuch advice 
or exhortations as he thought ſuitable to their 
ſituation in life, ſeldom failing to ſpeak much in 
praiſe of celibacy, to the Maids and Batche- 
lors under his paſtoral care, &c. I will in 
| my next give you an account of their watch- 
nights, claſs- meetings, bands, &c. 


I am, dear Friend, yours. &c, 


LET 


* * 
\ 
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tn 


* 


LETTER IX. 


6 


Here Gamaliel ſage 
« Trains up his babes of grace, inſtructed well 
In all the — diſcipline of prayer ; 
« To point the holy leer: by juſt degrees 
To cloſe the twinkling Eye; expand the palms, 
«© To expoſe the whites, and with the ſightleſs balls 
To glare upon the croud : to rife, to ſink 
The docile voice; now murm'ring ſoft and flow, 
« With inward accent calm, and then again, 
« In foaming floods of rapt'rous eloquence, 
4 Let looſe the ſtorm, and thunder thro? the note 
« The threatened vengeance.” 


Somerville. 


Dear Friend, 
| FS WWatch-mght begins about ſeven 
o'clock. They fig hymns, pray, preach, 
ſing, and pray again; then exhort, ſing and 
pray alternately, until twelve o'clock ; and 


then they depart in peace, . to the 
word, 
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Mr. Weſley, i in every place where his peo- 
ple were numerous, had divided them into 
claſſes, conſiſting of twelve or fourteen bro- - 
thers or ſiſters. Sometimes men and women. 
met together in the ſame claſs, (as they called 
it) and other claſſes conſiſted of all men or all 
women. Each of theſe claſſes had one in it 
who was called the leader. In ſach claſſes 
where men and women meet together, the 
leader was always a brother: and ſo of courſe 
when the claſs confiſted of men alone. But 
in the womens claſſes a Siſter was always the 
leader. 

When they met __ the Leader firſt 
gave out an hymn, which they all ſang : after 
the hymn they all knecled down, and their 
leader made an extemporary Prayer ; aſter 
which they were ſeated, and when the leader 
had informed them of the flate of his own . 
mind, he r of all preſent, one after 
another, how they found the ſtate of their 
ſouls. Some he found were full of faith 


and 
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and aſſurance, others had dreadful doubts and 


fears; ſome had horrid temptations ; others 


complained of a lukewarm ſtate, &. To 


each of theſe the leader gave a word of com- 


fort, or of correction in the beſt manner he 
was able. They then ſang and prayed again. 
This laſted about one hour. And every one 
in Mr. Weſley's connexion did, or was expect- 
ed to meet, each in his own claſs once in a 


week. In theſe claſſes each made a weekly 


contribution towards the general ſupport of | 


the preachers, &c. Such as were very poor 
contributed a penny per week, others two- 
pence, and ſome who could afford it ſixpence. 
This money was entered in a book kept for 
that purpoſe, and one in every claſs called 
the Steward, had the care of the caſh. 

I now come to ſpeak of the Bands, which 
conſiſted only of juſtified perſons; that is 
ſuch as had received the aſurance of their ſins 
being pardoned. In the clafles, both the 
awakened (as they call them) and the juſti- 
9 fied 
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| fied, and even thoſe that were made perfect, 


met all together, as did the married and the 

fingle, and often men and women. But none 
were admitted into any band but ſuch as were 
at. leaſt in a juſtified ſtate, and the married 
of each ſex met by themſelves, and the ſingle 
by themſelves. About Ten was the number 
generally put in one Band; all theſe muſt 


belong to and meet in ſome Claſs, once a 


week, when not hindered by ſickneſs, &c. 
and they were alſo to meet weekly in their 
Band. When met, they firſt ſung, then made 
a ſhort prayer: that done, the Band. leader 


informed them of the ſtate of his mind during 


the laſt week, &c. He then made inquiry in- 
to the ſtate of all preſent, and each related 


what had paſsed ſince they laſt met; as what 


viſitations they had received from God, what 
temptations from the devil, the. fleſh, &c. 
And it is a maxim amongſt them, that by 
expofing to one another what the devil has 


particularly tempted them to commit will 


make 


a 
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make the old fellow more careful how he 
; tempts, when he knows that all his ſecrets 
will be told the next meeting. 


The. laſt time I met in band was in Lon- 
don; where an old man (near ſeventy years 
of age) informed us that he had for ſeveral 
weeks together laboured under a very griev- 
ous temptation of the devil, who all this 
time had been conſtantly tempting of him to 
commit adultery ; he farther informed us, 
that having let too much of his houſe to 
lodgers, they were obliged to put the maid's 
bed in the room where he ayd his wife ſlept ; 
and that one morning he had ſeen the maid 
lying aſleep, nearly or quite uncovered, and 


he again aſſured us that ever ſince that time 


the devil had been every day tempting him to 
do that which was nought with the maid. I | 
could not help thinking the old gentleman. 

was right in charging it on zhe devil, as there 


was little reaſon to think it was any tempta» | 
tion of the fleſh. Permit ine to add, that this — 
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old Buck had a wife about half his own age. 
By this time I ſuppoſe you have had enough 
g of band-meetings. 

Mr. Welley inſtituted another kind of pri- 
vate meeting for the higheſt order of his peo- 
ple, called the ſelect bands : to which none 
were admitted but ſuch as were ſanctified, or 
made perfect in love, and freed from all the 
remains of ſin. But as I never profeſſed per- 
feftion, I was not permitted to enter into this 
holy of holies. 

Four times every year new Tickets are diſ- 
tributed to all Mr. Weſley's people through- 


out the three kingdoms. Their ticket is a 
very ſmall ſlip of paper, with a text of ſcrip- 
1 5 ture on it, which is exchanged every quarter 
for ſome other text. Such as are only in a 
if | claſs, have a different text from ſuch as are in 
a band, ſo that no one can be admitted into 
4 any general meeting of the bands, appointed 
5 by any of the preachers when he intends to 


give them an exhortation, nor into any 


particular 
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particular band, by a common ſociety ticket. 
On the common tickets are ſuch texts as 
thoſe ; © © Now is the accepted time 
„Awake thou that ſleepeſt, and ſuch like. 
But thoſe for the bands are in a higher ſtrain ; 
as, Be ye perfect as your heavenly father is 
perfect or, Go on unto perfection“ Ve 
are children of the light“ “ Your bodies are 
temples of the Holy Ghoſt ;” and other texts 
of a ſimilar tendency. be. 


I am, dear Friend, Yours, &c. 
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LETTER KX. 


e Stiff in opinions, always in the wrong; 
Was every thing by ſtarts and nothing long“ 


S3,-. ® * _ * * * 


„Then all for women, panting, rhiming, drinking, 
<<, Beſides ten thouſand freaks that died in thinking.“ 


— 


Dear Friend, 
OU now ſee what ſort of a Society I was 
got into. In country places particular- 


ly, they conſiſt of farmers, huſbandmen, 


ſhoemakers, : woolcombers, weavers, their 
wives, &c. I have heard Mr. Weſley remark 
that more Women are converted than men; 

and I believe that by far the greateſt part of 
his people are females ; and not a few of them 
ſour, diſappointed old maids, with ſome o- 
thers of a leſs prudiſh diſpoſition. 

| +» Thaw 
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There are thouſands in this Society who 
will never read any thing beſides the Bible, and 
books publiſhed by Mr. Weſley. For ſeveral 
years I read very little elſe, nor would I go 
(at leaſt very ſeldom) to any other place of 
worſhip ; ſo that inſtead of hearing the ſenſi- 
ble and learned miniſters of Taunton, I would 


often go four, five, or ſeven miles, to ſome 


country village, to hear an inſpired huſband- 


man, ſhoemaker, blackſmith, woolcomber, 


&c. And frequently in froſt and ſnow have 


I roſe a little after midnight (not knowing 
what time of night it was) and have wan- 


dered about the town until five. o'clock, when 


the preaching began; where I have often 


heard a ſermon preached to not more than 
ten or a dozen people. But ſuch of us as did 
attend at this early hour, uſed afterwards to 


congratulate each other on the great privilege 


we enjoyed, then off we went to our work, 


ſhivering with cold. | 
I] was firſt converted to 8 when 1 
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was about fixteen years of age, and from that 
time until I was twenty-one, I was a very fin- 
cere enthuſiaſt, and every ſpare hour I enjoyed 
I dedicated to the ſtudy of the Bible, reading 
methodiſtical books, learning hymns, hearing 
ſermons, meeting in Societies, &c. My me- 
mory was very tenacious, ſo that every thing 
I read I made my own. I could have repeated 
ſeveral volumes of hymns ; when 1 heard a 
ſermon, I could have preached it again, and 
nearly in-the ſame words; my bible had hun- 
dreds of leaves folded down, and thouſands of 
marks againſt ſuch texts as I thought favour- 
ed the doctrmes (or whims) which I had im- 

bibed. So that I ſtood forth as the champion 
of methodiſm wherever I came. 


But alas! my godly ſtrict life ſoon ſuffered 


interr uption. 


The election for two members of Parlia- 
ment was ſtrongly conteſted at Taunton, juſt 8 
as I attained my twenty-firſt year; and being 
now of age, the ſix or ſeven months, which 


4 * 
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I had to ſerve of my apprenticeſhip were pur- 


chaſed of my miſtreſs by ſome friends of two 


of the contending candidates; fo that I was at 
once ſet free in the midſt of a ſcene of riot and 
diſſipation. . . 5 

As I had a vote, and was alſo poſleſſed of 


a few ideas above thoſe of my rank and 


ſituation, my company was courted by ſome 


who were in a much higher ſphere; and 


(probably what they partly intended) in ſuch 
company I ſoon forgot my godly or method- 


iſtical connections, and ran into the oppoſite 


extreme: ſo that for ſeveral months moſt of 
my ſpare hours were devoted to the 


% Young-eyed God of Wine! Parent of joys ! 
„ Frolic and full of thee, while the cold ſons 
«© Of temperance, the fools of thought and care, 
Lay ftretch'd in ſober ſlumbers.“ 
| Mallet's Eurydice. 


Here I had like to have ſunk forever into 
meanneſs, obſcurity and vice; for when the 
Election was over, I had no longer open 
houſes to eat and dri ok in at free coſt, 


„ However 


ns * 
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| However 1 did not fink quite ſo low as the 
commonality of journeymen ſhoemakers, but 
in general worked very hard, and 22 my 
money in better company. 
Notwithſtanding, at times I was very un- 
eaſy, and although I had not been at any 


methodiſtical meeting during the time that 
I had lived this diſſipated life, yet my mind 
was not freed intirely from the ſuperſtitious 
fears 1 had there imbibed : ſo that whenever 
any perſon aſked me, what would become of 
me (that had lived ſuch an holy life) if M8 
ſhould die in the ſtate of backſiiding from the 
good old way?“ I always acknowledged that 
I ſhould be eternally damn'd, were that to be 
the caſe. But I muſt confeſs that I was not 
much afraid of dying in ſuch a ſtate, as was 
too much prepoſſeſſed of the methodiſtical no- 
* tions of free-grace, that would not let me 
"Sally: be loſt. So that I waited as it were 
for a ſecond call to repentance, juſtifica- 
tion, &c. - | 


+ 
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] often privately took the bible to bed with 
me, and in the long ſummer mornings I read 
for hours together in bed, But this did 'not 

in the leaſt influence my conduct. 

I was twenty-one years of age the 11th of 
September 1767, the election was over the 
latter end of March 1768. It was in this 
year that my new maſter's wife inſiſted on my 
purchaſing milk of a milk- maid that was a 
cuſtomer at the ſhop; which I refuſed to 
comply with, as I had a ſmart little milk- 
maid gf my own. But as my miſtreſs wore 
the breeches, my maſter was obliged, by his 
wife's order, to inform me that I muſt comply 
with the commands of my miſtreſs or get ano- 
ther maſter, I left him without hefitation ; and 
the ſame afternoon went to Wellington, to take 
leave of my father and mother, and to inform 
them of my intention to go to Briſtol. Idid 
ſo, and after two or three days I returned back 
| 700 Taunton, where I ſtayed a day or two 


more. In which time I became enamoured 


with, 
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with, or infatuated by the beautiful Nancy 


Trott : and although I ſaw the impropriety 


* ond >. av + 


of the meaſure, yet I could not reſiſt the fair 


_— 


- 
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terpter, who prevailed with me to permit her 


— ogg 
* %6-4/ + N 


to accompany me in my journey. 


Reta — — 
& n 


, Reaſon was given to curb o ir headſtrong will, 
« And yet but ſhews a weak phyſician's ſkill ; 
„Gives nothing while the raging fit does laſt, 
© But ſtays to cute it when the worſt is paſt. 

„ Reafon's a ſtiff for age, when Nature's gone; 


. auth Nor ˙ m ro Onſet yay tn 7 ee na 
, —— by 


« But Youth i is ſtrong enough to walk alone,” 
X | Dryden's Cor. of Gran. 


We reſted a week in Bridgewater, where I 
worked and got money to convey us to Ex- 
bridge, ſeventeen miles on this fide Briſtol ; 
and there I ſaw my conduct in ſuch a point 
of view as made me reſolve to leave her, 


8 Love s banquets are extravagantly ſwee 's 
& And either kill or ſurfeit all that eat, ns : 
«© Who when the ſated appetite is tir'd, 


„ Fen loath the thouzhts of what wy once admir'd,” g 

| Pomfret. 
My finances amounted to three ſhillings and one 
penny, out of which I gave her half. a- crown, * 


and 1 
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and with the remaining ſeven-pence, withoes 
informing her of my purpoſe, I ſet off for 
Briſtol ; where I arrived in a few hours, and 
got work the ſame evening. 

A few days after, I went to the inn where 
the Taunton carrier put up, to enquire after 
Miſs Trott, as ! wanted to know if the had 
returned ſafe to Taunton. But I was inform- 
ed that ſhe was in Briſtol nearly. as ſoon as 
I was, and as I knew but little of the world, 
and very little of women of her deſcription, L 
was quite unhappy on her account, for fear 
that being in a ſtrange place, ſhe might be in 
want and diſtreſs ; which thought induced 
me to offer to ſeveral of my countrymen, five 
ſhillings to the firſt who ſhould bring me an 
account where I might find her; but I did 
not ſee her until ſeveral weeks after that. 8 

The Taunton carrier gave me a letter from 
my good Miſtreſs Bowden, (who by marry- 
ing again had changed her name to Dingle.) 
The contents of this letter very much ſur- 
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priſed me. It informed me that a day or two 
before I fell out with my laſt miſtreſs, (which 


was the trifling cauſe of my leaving Taunton) 
Betty Tucker, a common laſs, had {wort a 
child to me; that the pariſh officers had been 
to my maſter's ſhop, within an hour after 1 
had left it to go to Wellington, and that they 
had been at Wellington | juſt as I had left 
that place, and afterwards hearing that I was 
in Bridgewater they had purſued. me there. 
But the morning on which they arrived there, 
I had, ſet off for Exbridge ; and believing that 
I had intentionally fled before them, they had 
given over the chaſe for the preſent. 


Reflecting on this affair, although my con- 


duct was ſo far from entitling me to any par- 
ticular favour from heaven, yet I was then 


weak enough to imagine that a kind of mira- 


cle had been wrought to ſave me from a pri- 
ton, or from marrying a woman that I could 


not bear the idea of living a ſingle week with; 


and as I had not any TE of her being 


with 


as 4. 


FEY 
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with child (not having ſeen her for three 
months before) I had not taken any meaſure 
to avoid the conſequence, but put myſelf in 
the way of the officers: For, as J have juſt 
told you, after I had taken leave of my father 
and mother, I went back to Taunton, and 
walked about publickly one 1 8 day, and 
part of another. 

This girl was delivered about two months 
afterwards of a ſtill · born child, ſo that I was 
never troubled for expences. Methinks you. 
are ready to ſay with Pomfret : 

„ Tis eaſy to deſcend into the ſnare, 

4 By the pernicious conduct of the Fair: 


But ſafely to return from their abade 
Requires the wit, the prudence of a God.” 


This recalls to my mind a ridiculous affair, 
which excited much mirth 1 in that part of the 

country. | 
During the Election at Taunton, a G 
man one day came in a poſt-chaiſe to the 
White-hart Inn, kept by Mr. Bowren, and 
after having refreſhed himſelf, ſtrolled into 
: the 
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the yard, and ſeeing the hoſtler, aſked him if 
he could inform him where they took in the 
neWS | ? The hoſtler underſtanding him in a li- 
teral ſenſe, directed him to a Bookſeller 8 ſhop 
on the oppoſite fide of the way : this ſhop was 


kept by Miſs A—d—n, a beautiful young lady 


of irreproachable character, and one whole 
fine underſtanding and poliſhed taſte did ho. 
nour to the profeſſion. 

Our gentleman on entering the ſhop enquir- 
ed of the ſhopmaid for her miſtreſs : : but the 
maid being uſed to ſerve in the ſhop, and 
knowing that her miſtreſs had ſome ladies 
with her,. informed the gentleman that ſhe 
could help him to any thing that he wanted. 
But on his ſaying he had ſome private buſi- 
neſs with her miſtreſs, he was ſhewed into 
a back parlour, and the miſtreſs being in- 
formed that a gentleman in the back parlour 
wanted to ſpeak to her, ſhe went dire&ly to 
him. The moment ſhe entered the room, he 
claſped her in his arms, called her a divine 

| cCercreature, 


I 
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creature, &c. This ſo alarmed miſs A—d—n, 
that ſhe ſcreamed aloud : on hearing of which 
the ladies, preceeded by the houſemaid and 
ſhopmaid repaired to the parlour, where they 
found miſs A—d—n almoſt in fits. The gen- 
tleman thinking that it was only a trick to 
raiſe her price, took but little notice: on 
which one of the maids ran out and called in 
ſeveral of the neighbours, who on coming 
into the parlour, ſaw with aſtoniſhment our 
Sir Harry Wildair taking improper” liberties 
with Miſs A—d—n, a and deſired him to deſiſt. 
But he defired them not to attempt to put 


e tricks on travellers, and ordered them to leave 


. the room. Inſtead of quitting the room, 


® they 1 ina refolute tone ordered our ſpark to go 
'0 inſtantly about his buſineſs. However he ſtill 
\- Wl kept his ground, until the mayor of the town, 


ur Wl bo happened to live juſt by, was called in. 
to MW Mr. Mayor demanded to know why he took 


ne uch freedom with the lady Our gentle- 


ne man, ſeeing that the affair began to look very 


ſerious 


* 
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ſerious, now became calm, and indeed the 
company that having an inclination for a fro- 
lic, he had enquired for a bad houſe, and had 
been directed there; and added, that if there 
had been any miſtake, he was very ſorry for 
it, and would beg the lady's pardon. On 
hearing this, the company was more ſurprized 
than before, and demanded of the gentleman, 
who had informed him that that houſe was a 
bawd-houſe ? He replied, The hoſller at the 
White Hart. Upon this tlie hoſtler was ſent 
for, and on his being aſked, if he had directed 
that gentleman, to miſs A—d—-n's as to a 
bawd-houſe? The poor fellow, with marks of 
terror and ſurpriſe anſwered, « No. The 
Gentleman never aſked me for a bawd-houſe, 
he only aſked me for a houſe where they zook 
in the news.” So that the hoſtler's under- 
ſtanding him in a literal ſenſe, cauſed all the 
confuſion. The affair had got ſo much air 
that our ſpark was glad to leave the town 


immediately, 


I am, Dear Friend, yours, &c. 
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LETTER: XL, 


te T had a Friend that lov'd me: 

J was his Soul: he hv'd not but in me. 

c We were ſo cloſe link'd in each other's breaſh, 
The riyets were not found that join'd us firſt. 


Dryden's All for Loye 


Dear Friend, 


TOOK a lodging in a ſtreet, called (I 
think) Caſtle-ditch, at the houſe of a Mr. 
James; a mach genteeler reſidence, than come 
only falls to the lot of Journeymen Shoes 
makers, | | 

In this houſe E found a Mr. John Jones, 3 


genteel young man, juſt turned of twenty-one ' 


years of age: He was alſo a ſon of Criſpin, 
and made women's ſtuff ſhoes ; which he 
ſold by the dozen to warehouſes, This Mr, 
Jones and I were ſoon very intimate; wg 
* FbFept 


X - 
* 3 . y 
eats 5 — 


— 
. 2 


— 
— 7 * * 
bo > - 3 I 
a > — 2 2 
—»- : 


L 

. 

t 

* 

177 
> 
1 

1 

'T” + 

'N 
p 


— — — 


* — p — — — - a ———_— 
- . ; — —— WP 
. : ' 
y — — — — 
* — — - 


= 
— eu — —od — ge 


— —ͤ—ñ4ʒ4—— — 


8 
—— — 41 


— — 
< — - 
— YO 


by * we 
W — 11 


— 
— 
or 


dl ot ues ur Ine” 


—— 6 5 bs -— cy" NT Ro 


AS 


r 


— 


* Xx 


- ON : 
— 5 5 
2 2 
as thats ater YE Pn * 
N 
— 
- _ f _ ; 1 SFAC- - * _ 


* 


82 LIFE OF j. LACKINGTON, BOOKSELLER. 


kept ourſelves decently drefled, and in gene- 


ral worked hard, ſpending our money chiefly 
in the company of women. As, 


All men have follies, which they blindly trace, 
& Thro' the dark turnings of a dubious maze. 
«© But happy thoſe, who by a prudent care, 
ec Retreat betimes from the fallacious ſnare.” 
Pomfret. 


We followed this courſe about four months. 
During this time Mr. Jones once perſuaded 
me to go with him to the Playhouſe, where 
we ſaw Shakeſpear's fine comedy of . As you 


like it.” This was a feaſt indeed to me, who 


had never before ſeen nor read any theatrical 


production. Words are inadequate to deſcribe 
my ſenſations on the occaſion. Between the 
play and the entertainment, (which was the 
Mayor of Garrat) Mr. Edward Shuter per- 


formed a ſhort piece called, © The Drunken 


Man.” This was the only time that Jever ſaw 


that extraordinary genius, but he made ſuch 
an impreſſion on my mind, that *tis impoſſi- 
ble I ſhould ever forget him, 


About 
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It is ſingular enough, that about this time, 
although I could not write, yet I compoſed 
ſeveral ſongs, one of which was ſold for a »# 
guinea, ſome were given to the Briitol Print- 
ers, who printed them, and the ballad-ſingers f 
ſung them about the ſtreets; on which oc * 
caſions I was as proud as though! had COMPO» 
ſed an opera, My friend Mr. Jones was my 

ſecretary, who before I came to live with him 
had'not the leaſt reliſh for books, and I had 
only read a few enthuſiaſtic authors, and 
Pomfret's poems; this laſt J could almoſt re- 
peat by memory ; however I made the moſt 
of my little ſtock of literature, and ſtrongly 
recommended the purchaſing of books to Mr, 
Jones. But ſo ignorant were we on the ſubs 
je&, that neither of us knew what books were 
fit for our peruſal, nor what to enquire for, 
as we had ſcarce ever heard or ſeen even any 
title-pages, except a few of the religious ſort, 
nich at that time we had no reliſh for. So 


that we were at a ioſs how to increaſe qur 
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ſmall ſtock of ſcience. And here I cannot 
help thinking, that had fortune thrown proper 
books into our way, we ſhould ſoon have 
acquired a juſt taſte for literature, and have 
made ſome tolerable progreſs, but ſuch was 
* our obſcurity, that it was next to impoſſi- 
ble for us ever to emerge from it. 

As we could not tell what to aſk for, we 
were aſhamed to go into the bookſellers 
ſhops, and J aſſure you, my friend, that there 
are thouſands now in England in the very 
ſame ſituation J many, very many have come 
to my ſhop, who have diſcovered an enquiring 
mind, . but have been totally at a loſs what 


to aſk for, having no friend to direct them. 


* — Reaſon grows apace, and calls 

<& For the kind hand of aſſiduous care. 

4 Delightful taſk ! to rear the tender thought, 

o teach the young idea how to ſhoot, 

« To pour the freſh inſtruction o'er the mind, 

To breath the enlivening ſpirit, and to fix 

« The glorious purpoſe in the glowing breaſt.” 
Thomſon. 


One 


* : ; ' 
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One day as my friend Jones and I were 
ſtrolling about the fair that is annually held 
in and near St. James's church- yard, we faw 
a ſtall of books, and in looking over the title 
pages, I met with Hobbes's Tranſlation of 
Homer. I had ſome how or other heard that 


Homer was a great Poet, but unfortunately I 


had never heard of Pope's tranflation of him, 
ſo we very eagerly purchaſed that by Hobbes. 
At this ſtall I alſo purchaſed Walker's Poeti- 
cal paraphraſe of Epictetus's morals; and 


home we went, perfectly well pleaſed with our 


bargains. Wo 

We that evening began with Hobbes's Ho- 
mer; but found it very difficult for us to 
read, owing to the obfcurity of the tranſlation, 
which together with the indifferent language, 
and the want of poetical merit in the tranſlator 


ſomewhat difappointed us: however we had 


from time to time many a hard puzzling hour 

with him. 

But as to Walker's Epictetus, although it 
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g had not much poetical merit, yet it was very 


caſy to be read, and as eaſily underſtood ; and 
the principles of the Soic charmed me fo 


much, that I made the book my companion 


wherever I went, and read it over and over in 


raptures, thinking that my mind was ſecured 


againſt all the ſmiles or frowns of fortune. 


I now began to think of employing my 
ipare hours in ſomething more ſatisfactory; 
and for want of ſomething to do, I went one 
evening to hear Mr. John Weſley preach in 
Broad-mead, and as I was compleatly tired of 


the diſſipated way of life I had lived (more or 


leſs) ever ſince 1 had been out of my appren- 


ticeſhip, and as I happened to have no other 
purſuit or hobby horſe, there was a kind of va- 
cuity in my mind: In this ſtate I was very 
ſuſceptible of any impreſſions, ſo that when 
I came to hear Mr. Weſley, my old fanatical 


notions returned full upon me, and I was once 


more Carried away by the tide of enthuſiaſm. 


My 


4 


V 
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My friend Mr. Jones ſoon ſaw with grief 


and indignation the wonderful alteration in 
me, who from a gay, volatile, diſſipated 
young fellow, was at once metamorphoſed 
into a dull, moping, praying, pſalm-finging 
fanatic, continually reprehending all about 
me for their harmleſs mirth and gaiety. 


& For Saints themſelves will often be, 
«© Of Gifts that coſt them nothing, free.“ 


— 


Hudibras 


Nothing is more common than to ſee mankind 


* 
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run from one extreme to another : which 


was my caſe once more. 


2 


N 8 4 ns 


About this time we left our habitation in 
Caſtle-ditch, and took lodgings of Mr. Jones's 


mother, on St, Philips Plain, where lived a 


Brother of Mr. Jones, who was about ſeven- 
teen years of age. Soon after we had removed 
to this place, the Brother, whoſe name was 
Richard Jones, was permitted to work in the 
ſame room with my friend and me. They 
had alſo a ſiſter about twenty years of age, 

"Ws who 
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Who frequently joined our company. 

Our room overlooked the Church-yatd, 
which contributed to increaſe my gloomy 
ideas, and I had ſo much of the ſpiritual quix- 
otiſm in me, tha: I ſoon began to think that 
it was not enough for me to ſave my own Soul, 
but I ought in conſcience to attempt the con- 
verſion of my companions, who ( really be- 
lieved) were in the high road to Hell, and eve- 
ry moment liable to eternal damnation. And 
of this charitable diſpoſition are almoſt all 
the methodiſts, who, as Hudibras ſays, 

„Compound Tor fins they are inclin'd is 7 

By damning thoſe they have no mind to.“ 

The frequency of newly- opened graves, whicli 
we ſaw from our windows, furniſhed me with 
opportunities for deſcanting on the uncertain- 
ty of life and all ſublunary enjoyments, I aſ- 
ſured them that nothing deſerved our atten- 
tion but what related to our everlaſting ſtate; 
and that they might, on their repentance, re- 


ceive in one moment the pardon of all theit 


ſins 


bs 
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fins, have a foretaſte of the joys of Heaven, 
and know their names were enrolled in the 
book of life. I farther proteſted that they 
had no time to loſe and they all ſtood on 
the very verge of hell, and the breaking · brink 
of eternal torments; and a great deal more of 
ſuch edifying ſtuff 


| The youngeſt brother ſoon became a cou- 


vert; and Miſs Betſey was born again ſoon 
after. But had a tight job to convert my 
friend John; he held out, and often curſed 


me heartily, and ſung profane ſongs all 


Jay long. 


But about four or five weeks after my re- 


converſion, John was alſo converted, and be- 
came a favourite of heaven, ſo that we conſi- 
dered ourſelves as a holy community. 


© Who knew the ſeat of Paradiſe, 
% Could tell in what degree it lies; 
& Could deepeſt myſteries unriddle, 
«© As eaſily as thread a needle,” 
Hudibras. 


J am dear Friend, yours, 
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He was a ſhrewd philoſopher, 
« And had read every text and gloſs over; 
© Whate'er the crabbed'ſt author hath, 
He underſtood b' the implicit faith; 

«© Whatever Sceptic could enquire for, 
For every why he had a wherefore ; 
Knew more than forty of them do, 

« As far as words and terms could go, 

« All which he underſtood by rote, 
And as oc ſion ſerv'd would quote; 
„No matter whether right or wrong, 
„ They might be either ſaid or ſung.” 


Hudibras. 
Dear Friend, 

R. John Jones and myſelf were now 
| greater friends than ever, ſo that one 
would on no account ſtir out of the houſe 
without the other. : 

Mr. Jones had the advantage of me in tem- 


porals, he could get more money than I could. 


But 
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But as to grace and ſpiritual gifts, I had much 


the advautage of all our community; ſo that 


] was their ſpiritual director, and if they 


thought that any of their acquaintance held 


any opinions that were not quite ſound and 
orthodox, ſuch were introduced to me, in or- 


der that I might convince them of their errors. 


In fact I looked upon myſelf as an apoſtle, ſo 


that whatever I aflerted was received as pure 


poſpel ; nor was any thing undertaken with- 
out my advice. 

We all worked very ) particularly Mr, 
John Jones and me, in order to get money to 
purchaſe books; and for ſome months every 
ſhilling we could ſpare was laid out at old 
book-ſhops, ſtalls, &c. inſomuch that in a ſhort 


time we had what we called a very good li- 


brary. This choice collection conſiſted of 
Polhil on precious Faith ; Polhil on the De- 


crees ; Shepherd's ſound Believer ; Bunyan's 


Pilgrim's Progreſs ; Bunyan's Good News for 
the vileſt of Sinners; Bunyan's Heavenly 
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Footman ; his Grace abounding to the chief 
of Sinners ; his Life and Death of Mr. Bad- 


man; his Holy War in the town of Manſoul; 


Hervey's Meditations; Hervey's Dialogues ; 


Rogers's Seven Helps to Heaven ; Hall's Ja- 
cob's Ladder; Divine Breathings of a devout 
Soul ; Adams on the ſecond epiſtle of Peter ; 
Adams's Sermon on the black Devil, the white 
Devil, &c. &c. Collings's Divine Cordial for 


the Soul; Pearſe's Soul's Eſpouſal to Chriſt ; 


Erſkine's Goſpel Sonnets; The Death of 


Abel; The Faith of God's Elect; Manton 
on the epiſtle of St. James Pamble's Works ; 


Baxter's Shove for a Heavy-arſed Chriſtian ; 


his Call to the Unconverted; Mary Magdalen's 


Funeral Tears; Mrs. Moore's Evidences for 


Heaven ; Mead's Almoſt a Chriſtian : The 


Three Steps to Heaven; Brooks on Aſſurance; 


God's Revenge againſt Murder ; Heaven up- 
on Earth; The Pathway to Heaven; Wil- 
cox's Guide to eternal Glory; Derham's Un- 
ſearchab!e Riches of Chriſt ; his Expoſition of 

| Rev- 
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Revelations ; Alleine's Sure guide to Heaven 
The Sincere Convert; Watſon's Heaven tak- 
en by Storm ; Heaven's Vengeance ; Wall's 
None but Chriſt ; - Ariſtotle's Maſterpiece 
Coles on God's Sovereignty ; Charnock on 
Providence; Young's Short and ſure Guide 
* Salvation Weſley's Sermons, Journals, 
Tracts, &c. and others of the ſame deſcrip- 
tion. 8 8 

We had indeed a few of a better ſort, as 
Gay's Fables ; Pomfret's Poems ; Milton's 
Paradiſe Loſt ; beſides Hobbes's Homer, and 
Walker's Epictetus, mentioned in my former 
letter. 

But what we wanted in judgment in chooſ- 
ing our library, we made up in application ; 
and ſo anxious were we to read a great deal, 
that we allowed ourſelves but about three hours 
fleep in twenty-four, and for ſome months 
together we never were all in bed at the ſame 
time, (Sunday nights excepted). But leſt 
we ſhould overſlecp the time allowed, one of 


us 


- 
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us fat up to work until the tire appointed far 
the others to riſe, and when all were up, my 
friend John, and your humble ſervant, took 
it by turns to read aloud to the reſt, while 
they were at their work, 

But this mad ſcheme of ours had like to 
have been attended with very ſerious conſe- 


quences. One night it being my turn to 


watch; I removed to the fire- ſide, to read 


ſome particular paſſage, and the candleſtick 
which we worked by not being convenient 
to move about, and there being no other at 
that time in the room, I ſet up the candle 
againſt the handle of a pewter pot, and was 


ſo extremely heavy (owing to much watch- 


fulneſs) that I fell faſt afleep and had liked 


never to have awaked again; for the candle 
| burned down to the handle of the pot, melted 
it off, and then fell on the chair on which it 
ſtood ; ſo that Mr. Jones found me in the 
morning, faſt aſleep, and part of the chair 


conſumed; 


C. 


V 
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conſumed ; which alarmed us all very much, 
and made us more cautious. 

But ſtill we continued our plan of living, ſo 
that we made a rapid progreſs in what we 
called ſpiritual and divine knowledge; and 
were ſoon maſters of the various ar guments 
made uſe of by moſt polemical divines, &c. 

The better to guard my pupils from 
what I called falſe 'dofrines, I uſed often to 
engage them in various controverſies in which 
I ſometimes took one ſide of the queſtion, 
ſome times the other, in order to make them 
well yerſed in controverſy, and acquainted with 
the ſtrength of their adverſaries, So that I was 
by turns, a Calviniſt, an Arminian, an Arian, 
| a Socinian, a Deiſt, and even an Atheiſt, And 
after they had faid all they could to confute 
me, I would point out where they had failed, 
adding ſuch arguments as I was maſter of, 
and 1n general we were all ſatisfied. But when 
we happened to have any doubts, we had re- 


courſe 
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courſe to the Bible and commentators of our 


own fide of the queſtion ; and I aſſure you, my 
dear friend, this was a very fine hobby-horſe, 

which like Aaron's ſerpent, Fs up all 
the other hobby-horſes, 


bl 


1 am, dear frlend, yours, Kc. 
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LETTER XIII. 


« Laugh where you muſt ; be candid where you can.“ 
= Pope. 


Dear Friend, _ 
JN the courſe of my reading, I learnt that 
there had been ſects of Philoſophers amongſt 
the Greeks, Romans, &c. and I well remem- 


bered the names of the moſt eminent of them. 
At an old Book-ſhop I purchaſed Plato on the 
Immortality of the Soul, Plutarch's Morals, 
the Morals of Confucius the Chineſe Philoſo- 
pher, and a few others. I now can ſcarce 
help thinking that I received more real benefit 


from reading and ſtudying them and Epictetus 


than from all other Books that 1 had read be- 
tore, or have read fince that time. 
I was but about twenty-two years of age, 
when I firſt began to read them, and I aſſure 
— you 
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you, my friend, that they made a very deep and 
laſting impreſſion on my mind. By reading 
them I was taught to bear the unavoidable evils 
attending humanity, and to ſupply all my 
wants by contracting or reſtraining my defires. 
It is now twenty-three years ſince I firſt read 
them; during which time I do not recollect 
that I have ever felt one anxious painful wiſh 
to get money, eſtates, or any way to better 
my condition : and yet I have never fince 
that time let flip any fair opportunity of doing 
it. So that all I mean is that I have not been 
over ſolicitcus to obtain any thing that I did 
not poſſeſs ; but could at all times ſay, with 
St. Paul, that I have learned to be contented 
in all ſituations, although at times they have 


been very gloomy indeed. Dryden ſays, 


« We to ourſelves may all our wiſhes grant, 
For nothing coveting, we nothing want.” 
Dryden's Indian ä 


And in another place he ſays, 


„They cannot want who wiſh not to have more; 
1% Who ever ſaid an anchoret was poor?“ 
Dryden's Secret Love. 


The 
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The pleaſures of eating and drinking I en- 


tirely deſpiſed, and for ſome time carried this 
diſpoſition to an extreme. The account of 
Epicurus living ii, his garden, at the expence of 
about a halfpenny per day, and that when he 


added a little cheeſe to his bread on particular 
occaſions, he conſidered it as a luxury, filled 
me with raptures. From that moment 1 
began to live on bread and tea, and for a con- 
ſiderable time did not partake of any other 
viand, but in that I indulged myſelf three or 
four times a day. My reaſons for living in 
this abſtemious manner were in order to ſave 
money to purchaſe Books, to wean myſelf 
from the groſs pleaſures of eating, drink- 
ing, &c. and to purge my mind, and make it 
more ſuſceptible of intellectual pleaſures. 
And here I cannot help remarking, that the 
term Epicure when applied to one that makes 
the pleaſures of the table his chief good, caſts 
an unjuſt reflection on Epicurus, and conveys 
a wrong idea of that contemplative and very 


H 2 abſtemious 
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abſtemious philoſopher for although he aſcert- 
ed that pleaſure was the chief or ſupreme good, 
ye: he alſo as ſtrongly aſſerted, that it was the 
the tranquillity of the mind, and intellectual 
pleafure, that he ſoextolled and recommended. 

Some place the bliſs in action, ſome in eaſe : 

« Thoſe call it pleaſure, and contentment theſe; 

« Some, ſunk to beaſts, find pleaſure end in pain; 

Some ſwell'd to Gods, confeſs even Virtue vain,” 

Pope. 

continued the above ſelf. denying life un- 
til 1 left Briſtol, which was on Whitſunday 
in 1769. I had for ſome time before been 
pointing out to my friend John Jones. ſome 
of the pleaſures and advantages of travelling, 
ſo that I eaſily prevailed on him to accompa- 
ny me towards the weſt of England; and in 
the evening we arrived at Bridgewater, where 
Mr. Jones got work. He was employed by Mr. 
Caſh, with whom he continued near twelve 
months, and in the end married Mr. Caſh's 
daughter, a very pretty and very amiable little 


woman 
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woman, with ſome fortune. When my. friend 
was offered work by Mr. Cath I prevailed 
on him to accept of it, by afluring him that 
I had no doubt of my being able to get work 
at Taunton. But in that I was diſappoint. d, 
nor could l get a conſtant ſeat of work until 
I came to Exeter, and of that place I was ſoon 
tired; but being informed that a Mr. John 
Taylor of Kingsbridge (forty miles below 
Exeter) wanted ſuch a hand, I went down and 
was gladly received by Mr. Taylor, whoſe 
name inſpires me with gratitude, as he never 
treated me as a ſervant, but made me his com- 
panion : Nor was any part of my time ever 
{peat in a more agreeable pleaſing manner 
than that which I paſſed in this retired place, 
or I believe more profitable to a maſter; I was 
the firſt man he ever had that was able to 
make Stuff and Silk Shoes, and it being alſo 
known that I came from Briſtol, this had 
great weight with the country ladies, and 


procured my maſter cuſtomers, who generally 
| H 3 ſent 


— 
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ſent for me to take meaſure of their feet, and 
J was looked upon by all to be the beſt work- 
man in the Town, altho' I had not been 
brought up to Stuff-work, nor had ever en- 
tirely made one Stuff of Silk Shoe before. 
Neither ſhould I have preſumed to proclaim 
myſelf a Stuff-man, had there been any ſuch 
workmen in the place; but as there were 
none, I boldly ventured, and ſucceeded very 
well ; nor did any one 1n the town ever know 
that it was my firſt attempt in that branch. 
During the time that 1 lived here, I as 


uſual was obliged to employ one or another 


of my acquaintance to write my letters for 
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me; this procured me much praiſe among the 


— 


young men as a good inditer of letters; (I 
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need not inform you that they were not good 
judges) My maſter ſaid to me one day, he 
woas ſurprized that I did not learn to write my 
own letters, and added, that he was ſure that 
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could learn to do it in a very ſhort time. 
The thought pleaſed me much. Without any 


delay 
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delay I ſet about it, by taking up pieces of 
paper that had any writing on them, and imi- 
tating the letters as well as I could. I employ- 
ed my leiſure hours in this way for near two 
months, after which time I wrote my own 
letters, in a bad hand, you may be ſure; but 
it was plain and eaſy to read, which was all 
I cared for: nor to the preſent moment can I 
write much better, as I never would have any 
perſon to teach me, nor was I ever poſſeſſed of 
patience enough to employ time ſufficient to 
learn to write well ; and yet as ſoon as I was 
able to ſcribble, I wrote verſes on ſome trifle. 

or other every day for years together. 
But I always wrote as faſt as I could, with- 
out endeavouring to write well, and that this 
18 my preſent practice I need not inform you. 
I came to this place in but a weak ſtate of 
body, however the healthy ſituation of the 
town, together with bathing in the falt water, 
ſoon reſtored me to perfect health. I paſſed 
thirteen months here in a very happy manner; 
Hay but 
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but the wages for work bang very TING and 
as J had ſpent much time in writing hymns 
to every ſong-tune that I knew, beſides a 


number of love-verſes, letters, &c. I was. 


very poor; and to complete all, I began to 


keep a deal of company, in which I gave a 
looſe to my natural gaiety of diſpoſition, much 
more than was conſiſtent with the grave, ſe- 


date ideas which I had formed of a religious 


character, all which made me reſolve to leave 


Kingsbridge, which I did in 1770. 

I travelled as far as Exeter the firſt day, 
where I worked about a fortnight, and ſav- 
ed ſufficient to carry me to Bridgewater, 
where I worked two or three weeks more. 


Before I arrived there Mr. John Jones had 
gone back to reſide at Briſtol, but as ſoon as 


he heard of my being in Bridgewater, he and 


his brother Richard ſent me an invitation to 


come to Briſtol again and live with them. But 


finding that I did not immediately comply, 


they both came to Bridgewater to.me, and 
declared 


* 
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declared their intentions of not returning to 


' Briſtol without me; ſo that after a day or two 


1 yielded to their ſolicitations, and again lived 
very comfortably with them, their mother and 
ſiſter. 


I think it was about this period, that I went | 


ſeveral times to the Tabernacle, and heard Mr. 
George Whitefield ; and of all the preachers 
that ever attended, never did I meet with one 
that had ſuch a perfect command of the paſſions 
of his audience. In every ſermon that I heard 
him preach, he would ſometimes make them 
ready to burſt with laughter, and the next 
moment drown them in tears; indeed it was 
ſcarce poſſible for the moſt guarded to eſcape 
the effect, I am, | | 


Dear Friend, your's,« &c. 


LET- 
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LETTER XIV. 


« Ah ! I remember well, and how can T 
_ «©. But evermore remember well, when firſt 
Our flame begun? when ſcarce we knew what was 
«© The flame we felt; when as we ſat and ſigh'd, 
And looked upon each other, and conceiv'd 
Not what we ail'd, yet ſomething we did ail, 
« And yet were well: and yet we were not well: 
« And what was our diſeaſe we could not tell: 
5 Then would we kiſs, then ſigh and look.“ 
Daniel's Hymen's Triumph. 
Dear Friend, 
1 MUST now requeſt you to go back with 
me a few years, as I have not yet made 
you acquainted with my amours. I was about 
ſeventeen years of age when an adventure diſ- 
covered, that altho' I was ſo very ſpiritual, as 
I before informed you, yet ſtill I was ſuſcep- 
tible of another kind of impreſſion. For be- 
ing at farmer Gamlin's at Charlton, four miles 
from Taunton, to hear a methodiſt ſermon, 
. ; i [| 


a 
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J fell deſperately in love with the farmer's 
handſome dairy-maid, 


«© Her home-ſpun dreſs in ſimple neatneſs lies, 

% And for no glaring equi page ſhe ſighs | 

« She gratefully receives what heaven has ſent, 

* And, rich in poverty, enjoys content. 

Her reputation, which is all her boaſt, 

« [na malicious viſit ne'er was loſt. | 

« No midnight maſquerade her beauty wears, 

« And health, not paint, the fading bloom repairs. 

If Love's ſoft paſſions in her boſom reign, 

4 An equal paſhon warms her happy ſwain,” 
Gay. 


At that time 1 abounded in ſpiritual gifts, 
which induced this honeſt ruſtic maid to be 


| very kind to me, and to walk ſeveral fields 
with me in my road back to Taunton, talk- 


ing all the way of her ſpiritual diſtreſs and 
godly concerns; while I poured heavenly 


comfort into her ſoul, and talked ſo long of 
divine Love, until I found that my affection 
for her was not altogether of that ſpir itual 
nature. And yet, | 
— 
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<0. We Jov* d wine tranfgreſſing Virtue's bounds; 
* We fix'd the limits of our tendereſt thoughts, 
«© Came to the verge of honour, and there ſtopp'd; 
© We warm'd us by the fire, but were not ſcorch'd. 
&« Tf this be fin, Angels might live with more ; ; 
« And _ rays of minds leſs pure than ours.“ 
Dryden's Love Triumphant, 


let ſlip any opportunity of hearing ſermons 


at farmer Gamlin's ; and I generally prevailed 
with Nancy Smith, my charming ſpiritual 
dairy maid, to accompany me part of the way 


home, and at every gate I ratified my ſpiri- 


' tual advice with a kiſs. 


Oh then the longeſt ſummer's day 

cc Seem'd too too much in haſte ; ſtill the full heart 

6 Had not imparted half: 'twas happineſs 

&« Too exquiſite to laſt. Of joys departed 

Never to return, how painful the remembrance ! 
Blair's Grave, 


But alas! theſe comfortable Sunday walks 
were ſoon at an end; as my charming Nancy 


— —— > 


After this you may be ſure that I did not 


Smith, for ſome reaſon or other (I have for- 


got what) left her place, and went to live as 
: | 5 dairy- 


ſo 
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dairy-maid with a farmer in the marſh coun- 
try, between Bridgewater and Briſtol, ſeven- 
tcen miles from Taunton. So that I did not 
ſee her for near two years afterwards; du- 
ring which time I gave advice to another ho- 
ly ſiſter, whoſe name was Hannah Allen. 

I prevailed on this lovely maid to attend the 
methodiſt preaching at five o'clock on Mon- 
day mornings, and we often met at three or 
four; ſo that we had an hour or two to ſpend 
in walking and converſation on ſpiritual af- - 
fairs: and had you ſeen and heard us on the 
cold froſty mornings, it would have put you 
in mind of Milton's Devils, whom he repre- 
ſents as at times ſtarving with cold: 


Others apart, ſat on a hill, retir'd, 
© In thoughts more elevate, and reaſon'd high 
“ Of Providence, foreknowledge, will, and fate; 
„ Fix'd fate, free-will; foreknowledge abſolute ; 
*© And found no end, in wandering mazes loſt.”  . 
Paradiſe Loſt. 


But I aſſure you, my friend, that we were 
ſometimes like the Galatians of old; we 


began 
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began in the ſpirit, and ended in the fleſh. 

With this dear girl I ſpent alt my leiſurc 
time, for two or three years: ſo that we en- 
joyed together hundreds of happy innocent 
hours. 


« My Time, O ye Muſes, was happily ſpent, 


„When Hannah went with me wherever I went.” 
But ſtill I never could entirely forget my 
charming innocent Dairy-maid. The truth 
is, I had Love enough for both, to have 
taken either for better for worſe; but my 
being an apprentice, prevented me from mar- 


rying either, 


"Tis true I had the greateſt love for Nancy 
Smith. But Hannah Allen had the advantage 
of Nancy, as I could ſee Hannah almoſt 
every day, and Nancy only once or twice in 
about three years. However I at laſt fell out 
with Hannah, (:n what occaſion I cannot: 
recollect) and I ſent Nancy a letter, Which 
made up matters with her : ſoon after that 
ſhe came to live for a little time at her 


father's 
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father's houſe at Petherton near Bridge water, 
| ſeven miles from Taunton. This happened 
during the election at Taunton, when I was 
changed from a ſtrict methodiſt to a rake ; ſo 
that although we were to have been married 
in a few days, yet the marriage was put off 
on account of my diſſipated character, and 
I ſoon after ſet off for Briſtol, as I before 
informed you : nor did I ſee her after that, 
until my return from Kin gsbridge, when 1 
ſaw her ſeveral times prior to my ſetting off 
for Briſtol, with my friend John Jones, and 
his brother Richard. 


1 am, eas fro yours, &c. 
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t The man who by his labour gets 
&« His bread in independent ſtate, 
Who never begs, and ſeldom eats, 
« Himſelf can fix, or change his fate.“ 
IE: | | Prior. 


Dear Friend, 
x * 


1 HAD not long reſided. a ſecond time. with 


my good Briſtol friends, before I renewed 
my correſpondence with my old ſweetheart 
Nancy Smith. I informed her that my at- 
tachment to Books, together with travelling 


from place to place, and alſo my total diſre- 


gard for money had prevented me from ſaving 


any; and that while I remained in a ſingle 


unſettled ſtate, I was never likely to accumulate 


it. I alſo preſſed her very much to come to 


'Briſtol to be married, which ſhe very ſoon 


complied with: and married we were, at St. 
| Peter's 


c 
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Peter's Church, towards the end of the year 


1770; near ſeven years after my firſt — 
love to her. 


% When join'd in hand and heart, to church we went, 
„Mutual in vows, and priſoners by conſent. 

« My Nancy's heart beat high, with mix'd alarms, 
„But trembling beauty glow'd with double charms, 
In her ſoft breaſt a modeſt ſtruggle roſe, 
« How ſhe ſhould ſeem to like the lot ſhe choſe : 

« A ſmile, ſhe thought would drefs her looks too gay: 
« A frown might ſeem too ſad, and blaſt the day. 

But while nor this, nor that, her will could bow, 

« She walk'd, and look'd, and charm'd, and knew not how. 
« Our hands at length th' unchanging Fiat bound, 

* And our glad Souls ſprung out to meet the ſound. 
Joys meeting Jo s unife, and ftronger ſhine : 
For paſhon purmesd is half divine: | 
Now Nancy thou art mine. I cry'd—and ſhe 

ce * Sigh'd ſoft—now IEMMr thou art Lon of me!“ 

A. Hill 


We kept our wedding at the houſe of my 
friends the Meſſrs Jones's, and at bed- time 
retired to ready- furniſned lodgings, which 


we had before provided, at half- a- crown per | 
week. Our finances were but juſt ſufficient | | Þ 
to pay the expences of the day, for in ſearch- 

I | ing 
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ing our pockets (which we did not do in a care- 
leſs manner) we diſcovered that we had but 
one halfpenny to begin the world with. Tis 
true we had laid in eatables ſufficient for a 


day or two, in which time we knew we could 
by our work procure more, which we very 


cheerfully ſet about, ſinging together the fol- 
lowing ſtrains of Dr. Cotton. 


Our portion is not large indeed, 

„But then how little do we need? 
For Nature's calls are few, 

& Tn this the art of living lies, 

“ To want no more than may ſuffice, 
« And make that little do.” 


The above, and the following ode by Mr. 
Samuel Weſley, did we ſcores of times repeat, 
even with raptures FE 
«© No glory I covet, ho riches I want, 
Ambition is nothing to me: 


«© The one thing I beg of kind heaven to grant 
<« Is a mind independant and free. 


guy paſſion unruffled, untainted by pride, 
By Reaſon my life let me ſquare: 
The wants of my nature are cheaply ſupplied, 
And the reſt are but folly and care, 


'Thoſe 
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'& Thoſe bleſſings which providence kindly has leat, 
« Þ'Il juftly and gratefully prize; 
« While ſweet meditation and cheerful content, 
„Shall make me both healthy and wiſe. 


« How vainly through infinite trouble and ftrife, 
« The many their Jabours employ ; 
When all that is truly delightful in Life, 
« Is what all, if they will, may enjoy.“ 


After having worked on ſtuff-work in the 
country, I could not bear the idea of returning 


to the leather branch ; ſo that I attempted 


and obtained a ſeat of Stuff in Briſtol. But 
better work being required there than in 
| Kingsbridge, &c. I was obliged to take fo 
much care to pleaſe my maſter, that at firſt 
I could not get more than nine ſhillings a 
week, and my wife could get but very little, 
as ſhe was learning to bind ſtuff-ſhoes, and 
had never been much uſed to her needle ; 
ſo that what with the expence of ready-fur- 
niſhed lodging, fire, candles, &c. we 28 but 
little left for purchaſing proviſions. 
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To increaſe our ſtraits, my old friend bein 9 
ſomewhat diſpleaſed at our leaving him and 
his relations, took an early opportunity to 


tell me that I was indebted to him near forty 
ſhillings, of two years ſtanding. I was not 


— — > ot 


convinced of the juſtice of the claim, but to 
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avoid diſpute, I paid him in about two months, 
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during nearly the whole of which time it was 
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extremely ſevere weather, and yet we made 
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four ſhillings and ſixpence per week pay for 
the whole of what we conſumed in eating and 
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| drinking. Strong beer we had none, nor any 
| other liquor, (the pure element excepted) and 


inſtead of tea, or rather coffee, we toaſted a 
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piece of bread; at other times we fried ſome 
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wheat, which when boiled in water made a 
tolerable ſubſtitute for coffee; and as to ani- 
mal food, we made uſe of but little, and 
that little we boiled and made broth of. 
During the whole of this time we never 


pou 
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once wiſhed for any thing that we had not got, 
| but 
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but were quite contented, and with a good 
grace, in reality made a virtue of neceſſity. We 


K Trembled not with vain defires, 
$f Few the things which life requires.“ 
Francis's Horace, 


Hanh, dear friend, 


Your's, &c, 


\ 
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LETTER XVI. 


6 In adverſe hours an equal mind maintain.” 
| Francis's Horace, 


Dear Friend, 
I N a few days after we had paid the laſt 
_ five ſhillings of the debt claimed by my 
friend Mr. Jones, we were both together 
taken ſo ill as to be confined to our bed, but 
the good woman of the houſe, our Landlady, 
came to our room and did a few trifles for us. 
She ſeemed very much alarmed at our ſituati- 
on, or rather for her own, I ſuppoſe, as 
thinking we might in ſome meaſure become 
burthenſome to her. We had in caſh two ſhil- 
lings and nine- pence, half a crown of which 
we had carefully locked up in a box, to be 
ſaved for a reſource on any extraordinary emer- 


gence 


- 
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gence. This money ſupported us two or three 
days, in which time I recovered without the 
help of medicine: but my wife continued ill 
near fix months, and was confined to her bed 
the greateſt part of the time; which illneſs 
may very eaſily be accounted for. 

Before ſhe came to Briſtol, ſhe had ever 
been uſed to a very active life, and had al- 
ways lived in the country, ſo that in coming 
to dwell in a populous city, ſhe had exchanged 


much exerciſe and good air for a ſedentary life 


and very bad air; and this I preſume was the 
cauſe of all her illneſs from time to time, 
which at length, as unfortunately as effectu- 
ually undermined her conſtitution. During 
her firſt fix months illneſs, I lived many days 
ſolely on water-gruel; for as I could not af- 
ford to pay a nurſe, much of my time was 
taken up in attendance on her, and moſt of 
my money expended in procuring medicines, 


together with ſuch trifles as ſhe could eat and 


drink. Nut what added extremely to my ca- 


I, lamity 
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lamity was the being within the hearing of 
her groans, which were cauſed by the excru- 


ciating pains in her head, which for months 


together defied the power of medicine. 

It is impoſſible for words to deſcribe the 
keenneſs of my ſenſations during this long 
term; yet as to myſelf, my poverty and being 
obliged to live upon water- gruel gave me not 


the leaſt uneaſineſs. 


In ruffling ſeaſons I was calm, 
4 And ſmil'd when fortune frown'd.“ 
Young. 


But the neceſſity of beſos continually in the 


ſight and hearing of a beloved object, a young, 
charming, handſome, innocent wife, 


«© Who ſick in bed lay gaſping for her breath; 

e Her eyes, like dying lamps ſunk in their ſockets 
„„ Now glar'd, and now drew back their feeble light: 
„ Paintly her ſpeech fell from her faultring tongue 

In interrupted accents, as ſhe ſtrove | 

% With ftrong agonies that ſhook her limbs 

& And writh'd her tortur'd features into forms. 


66 Hidcous to ſight.” 
| Beller's zur d Innocence. 


How 1 ſopparted this long, dre ſcene, 1 


know 
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know not; the bare recollection of which is 
painful, even at this diſtance of time. At laſt, 


when every thing that ſeemed to promiſe relief 


had been tried in vain, ſome old woman recom- 


mended Cephalic ſnuff. I own I had not much 
faith in it; however I procured it, and in a ſhort 


time after ſhe was much relieved from the into | 


lerable pain in her head, but yet continued in a 
very bad ſtate of health ; her conſtitution hav- 
ing ſuffered ſuch a dreadful ſhock, I thought 


that no means could be uſed ſo likely to reſtore 


it, as a removal to her native air. According - 
ly I left my ſeat of work at Briſtol, and re- 
turned with her to Taunton, which. is about 


ſeven miles from Petherton, her native place. 


But i in Taunton TI could not procure ſo much 


Work as 1 could do; ſo that as ſoon as I 


thought ſhe could bear the air of Briſtol, we 


returned thither, where ſhe ſoon relapſed, and 
we again went back to Taunton. This re- 
moving to Taunton was repeated about five 
times in little more than three years. 


But 


„ 
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But at laſt, finding that ſhe had long fits of 
illneſs at Taunton alſo, as well as at Briſtol, 
with a view of having a better price for my 
work I reſolved to viſit London; and as I had 
not money ſufficient to bear the expences of 
both to town, I left her all the money I could 
ſpare, and took a place on the outſide of the ſtage 
coach, and the ſecond day arrived in the me- 
tropolis, in Auguſt 1774, with two ſhillings 
and ſixpence in my pocket; and recollecting 
the addreſs of an old townſman, who was 
alſo a ſpiritual brother, Eo, 


& Whoſe hair in greaſy locks hung down, 
« As ftrait as candles from his crown, 
& To ſhade the borders of his face, 
© Whoſe outward ſigns of inward grace, 
« Were only viſible in ſpiteful 
«© Grimaces, very ſtern and frightful. 
| Butler's Poſth. Works. 


This holy Brother was alſo a journeyman 
ſhoe-maker, who had arrived at the ſummit 
of his expectations, being able to keep an 
houſe over his head (as he choſe to expreſs 

himſelf :) 
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himſelf;) that is, by letting nearly the whole 
of it out in lodgings, he was enabled to pay 
the rent. This houſe was in White-croſs- 
ſtreet, which I found out the morning after 

my arrival, where I procured a lodging, and 
Mr. Heath, in Fore-ſtreet, . me with 
plenty of work. 


I am, dear friend, yours, &c. 


— 
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LETTER XVII. 


« When ſuperſtition (bane of manly virtues 1) 
& Strikes root within the ſoul; it over runs 


« And kills the power of Reaſon.” 
Philips of Glouceſter. 


[ 
| 
| 
: 
| 
1 
1 
1 
* 
>} 
| 
[| 
| 
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Dear Friend, 
A T this time I was as viſionary and ſuper- 


ſtitious as ever I had been at any preced- 
ing period, for although I had read ſome ſen · 
ſible Books, and had thereby acquired a few 
rational ideas, yet having had a methodiſtical 
wife for near four years, and my keeping 
methodiſtical company, together with the 
gloomy notions which in ſpite of reaſon and 
philoſophy I had imbibed during the frequent, 
long and indeed almoſt conſtant illneſs of my 
wife, the conſequence was, that thoſe few ra- 
tional or liberal ideas which I had before trea- 
2) ſured 
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ſured up, were at my coming to London in 
a dormant ſtate, or borne down by the torrent 
of enthuſiaſtic whims, and fanatical chimeras, 


Oh! what a reaſonleſs machine 
“Can ſuperſtition make the reas'ner man!“ 
Miller's Mahomet. 


So that as ſoon as l procured a lodging and 
work, my next enquiry was for Mr. Weſley's 
Goſpel ſhops: and on producing my claſs and 
band tickets from Taunton, I was put into a 
Claſs, and a week or two after admitted into 
a band. 


But it was ſeveral weeks before I could 
firmly reſolve to continue in London ; as I 


really was ſtruck with horror for the fate of - 


it; more particularly on Sundays, as I found 
ſo few went to church, and ſo many were 
walking and riding about for pleaſure, and 
the lower claſs getting drunk, quarrelling, 
fighting, working, buying, ſelling, &c. I had 
ſeen ſo much of the ſame kind in Briſtol, that 

I often wondered how God permitted it to 
ſtand 
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| ſtand: But London was fo much worſe, that 
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I ſeriouſly trembled for fear the meaſure of 
miquity was quite full, and that every hour 
would be its laſt. However I at length con- 
cluded, that if London was a ſecond Sodom, 
I was a ſecond Lot; and theſe comfortable 
ideas reconciled me to the thought of living in 
it. Beſides, ſome of Mr. Weſley's people gave 
me great comfort by aſſuring me, that the 


Lord had much people in this city:“ which I 


ſoon diſcovered to be true, as I got acquainted 
with many 


6« Errant ſaints, whom all men grant 
Jo be the true church militant,” 


In a month I ſaved money ſufficient to bring 
up my wife, and ſhe had a pretty tolerable 


ſtate of health; of my maſter I obtained ſome 


Stuff-ſhoes for her to bind, and nearly as much 
as the could do, and as we had plenty of work 
and higher iges, we were tolerably eaſy in 


our circumſtances, more ſo than we ever had 


been, fo that we ſoon procured a few cloaths. 


My 
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My wife had all her life before done very well 
with a ſuperfine broad cloth cloak, but now 
I prevailed on her to have one of ilk. 
Until this winter I had never found out 
that I wanted a great coat, but now I made 
that important diſcovery; and my landlord 
ſhewed me one made of a coarſe kind of Bath 
coating, which he purchaſed new at a ſhop 
in Roſemary-lane, for ten ſhillings ; ſo that 
the next half guinea I had to ſpare, away I 
went to Roſemary-lane, (and to my great 
ſupriſe) was hauled into a ſhop by a fellow 
that was walking up and down before the door 
of a ſlopſeller, where I was ſoon fitted with a 
great coat of the ſame ſort as that of my 
Landlord, I aſked the price; but how great 
was my-aſtoniſhment, when the honeſt ſlop- 
man told me, that he was fo taken with my 
honeſt induſtrious looks, that he would let 
me have it cheaper than he would his own 
brother, ſo in one word he would oblige me 
with it for five and twenty ſhillings, which 


was 


4 
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was the very money that it coſt him. On 
hearing this, I croſſed the ſhop in a trice, in 
order to ſet off home again, but the door had 
a faſtening to it beyond my comprehenſion, 
nor would: the good man let me out before | 
| had made him an offer. I told him, I had 
ſo little money about me that I could not offer 
any thing, and again deſired that he would let 
me out. But he perſiſted, and at laſt J told 
him that my landlord had informed me that 
be had purchaſed ſuch anotlier coat for ten 
ſhillings; on which he began to give him- 
ſelf airs, and aſſured me that however ſome 
people came by their goods, that for his part, 
he always paid for his. I heartily wiſhed my- 
ſelf out of the ſhop, but in vain; as he ſeem- 
ed determined not to part with me until I had 
made ſome offer. I then told him that I had but 
ten ſhillings and ſixpence, and cfcourſe could 
not offer him any more than I had got. I now 
expected more abuſe from him, but inſtead of 
that the patient good man told me, that as he 

| perhaps 
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perhaps might get ſomething by me another 
time, I ſhould have the coat for my half 
guinea, although it was worth more than 
double the money. 

About the end of November I received 


an account of the death of my grandfather ; 


and was alſo informed that he had left a will 


in favour of my Grandmother-in-law's relati- 


ons, who became poſſeſſed of all his effects, 


except a ſmall freehold eſtate, which he. left 


to my youngeſt brother, becauſe he happened 


to be called George, (which was the name of 
my Grandfather) and ten pounds a piece to 
each of his grand-children. 

So totally unacquainted was I with the 
modes of tranſacting buſineſs, that I could not 
point out any method of having my ten pounds 
ſent up to London to me, at leaſt no mode 
that the executor of the will would approve 
of; it being ſuch a prodigious ſum, that the 


greateſt caution was uſed on both ſides, ſo 


that it coſt me about half the money in going 
5 down 
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down for it, and in returning to town again. 


This was in extremely hard froſty weather 
(Ithink ſometime in December |, and being on 
the outſide of a ſtage-coach, I was ſo very 
cold, that when I came to the inn where the 


paſſengers dined, I went directly to the fire, 


' which ſtruck the cold inward, ſo that I had 


but a very narrow eſcape from death. This 
happened in going down. In returning back 
to town, I had other misfortunes. The cold 


weather ſtill continuing, Ithoughit the baſket 


warmer than the roof, and about ſix miles 
from Saliſbury, I went back into the baſket. 
But on petting out of it, in the Inn yard at 


Sali{burv, I heard ſome money jingle, and on 


ſearching my pockets, I diſcovered that I had 


loſt' about fixteen ſhillings, two or three of 
which I found in the baſket, the reſt had fal- 
len through on-the road ; and no doubt the 
whole of what I had left of my ten pounds 


would have gone the ſame way, had I not 


(for fear of highwaymen) ſewed it up in my 


cloaths. 
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cloaths. The loſs of my filver I bore with 
the temper of a ſtoic, and like Epictetus rea- 
ſoned, that I could not have loſt it, if I had 
not at firſt had it ; and that as I had loſt it, 
why it was all the ſame as though it had not 
been given to me at all, 
But a more dreadful misfortune befel me 
the next morning ; the extreme ſevere wea- 
ther ſtill continuing, in order to keep me from 
dying with cold, I drank ſome purl and gin, 
which (not being uſed to drink any thing 
ſtrong) made me ſo drunk, that the coach- 
man put me inſide the carriage for fear I ſhould 
fall off the roof. I there met with ſome of 
the jovial fort, who had alſo drank to keep 
out the cold, ſo that I found them in high 
clee; being aſked to ſing them a ſong, I im- 
mediately complied, and forgot that I was 
one of the holy brethren, ſo that I ſung ſong 
for ſong with the merrieſt of them ; only ſeve- 
ral times between the acts, I turned up the 


whites of my eyes, and uttered a few ejacula- 


K 2 ö tions, 
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tions, as © Lord forgive me!” O Chriſt ] 
What am doing ?” and a few more of the 

ſame _ However, after eating a good 
dinner, and refraining from liquor, I became 
nearly ſober, and by the time I arrived in 
town quite ſo; though in a terrible agitation of 
mind, by refleQing on what I had done, and 
was ſo aſhamed of the affair, that I concealed 
it from, my wife, that I might not grieve her 
righteous ſoul with the knowledge of ſo dread- 
ful a fall: ſo that ſhe with great pleaſure 
ripped open the places in my cloaths, which 

contained my treaſure, and with an heart full 
of gratitude, piouſly thanked Providence for 
affording us ſuch a ſupply, and hoped that the 
Lord would enable us to make a good ule of 


it, I am, 


Dear Friend, your's, &c. 


LET- 


LIFE or J. LACKINGTON, BOOKSELLER, 133 


—— — RS — — = 


LE TT ER © XVII 


« Each to ſome darling paſſion is inclin'd, 
«© Let Books be ſtill the bias of my mind.“ 
Anonym. 


Now ſince through all the race of man we ſind, } 


Dear Friend, | 
ITH the deine of the money we 
purchaſed houſhold goods, but as we 

then had not ſufficient to furniſh a room, we 
worked hard, and lived hard, ſo that in a 
ſhort time we had a room furniſhed with our 
own goods; and I believe that it is not poſſi- 
ble for you to imagine with what pleaſure 
and ſatis faction we looked round the room and 
ſurveyed our property: I believe that Alexan- 
der the Great never reflected on his immenſe 
acquiſitions with half the heart- felt enjoyment 
which we ex perienced on this capital attainment. 


After our room was furniſhed, as we ſtill 
enjoyed a better ſtate of health than we did 
at Briſtol and Taunton, and had alſo more 

K 3 work 
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work and higher wages, we often added ſome- 
thing or other to our ſtock of wearing apparel. 
Nor did 1 forget the old book-ſhops : but fre- 
quently added an old book to my ſmall col- 
lection, and I really have often purchaſed 
books with the money that ſhould have been 
expended in purchaſing ſomething to eat, an 
inſtance of which follows : 

At the time we were purchaſing houſhold 
goods, we kept ourſelves very ſhort of money, 
and on Chriſtmas-eve we had but half.a-crown 
left to buy a Chriſtmas dinner. My wife de- 
fired that C would go to market, and purchaſe | 
this feſtival dinner, and off I ſet for that pur- 
poſe ; but in the way I ſaw an old book-ſhop, 
and I could not reſiſt the temptation of going 


in; intending only to expend ſixpence or nine- 


pence out of my half-crown. But I ſtumbled 


upon Young's Night Thoughts—down went 
my half-crown—and I haſtened home, vaſtly 


_ delighted with the acquiſition, When my 


wife aſked me where was our Chriſtmas 


dinner? 


* 


» 
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dinner? I told her it was in my pocket.— 
In your pocket! (faid ſhe) that is a ſtrange 
place. How could you think of ſtuffing a 
joint of meat into your pocket?” I aſſured 
her that it would take no harm. But as I 
was in no haſte to take it out, ſhe began to be 
more particular, and enquired what I had got, 
&c. On which I began to harangue on the 
ſuperiority of intellectual pleaſures over ſen- 
ſual gratifications, and obſerved that the brute 
creation enjoyed the latter in a much higher 


degree than man — 

I was proceeding in this ſtrain : “ And fo, 
(ſaid ſhe) inſtead of buying a dinner, 1 ſup- 
' poſe you have, as you have done before, been 
buying books with the money? I then con- 
feſſed I had bought Young's Night Thoughts: 
« And I think (ſaid I) that I have acted 
wiſely ; for had I bought a dinner, we ſhould 
have eaten it to-morrow, and the pleaſure 
would have been ſoon over, but ſhould we 


live fifty years longer, we ſhall have the Night 


K 4 Thoughts. 
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Thoughts to feaſt upon.” My wife was con- 
vinced, Down I ſat, and began to read with 
as much enthuſiaſm as the good doctor poſſeſſ- 
ed when he wrote it: and ſo much did it ex- 
cite my attention as well as approbation, that 
I retained the greateſt part of it in my me- 
mory. . 
Sometime in June 1775, as we ſat at work 
in our room, Mr. Boyd, one of Mr. Weſley's 
people, called and informed me that a little 
ſhop and parlour were to be let in Feather- 
ſtone ſtreet, and added, that if I was to take it 
I might there get ſome work as a maſter, 1 
without heſitation told him that I liked the 
idea, and hinted that I would ſell books alſo. 
Mr. Boyd then aſked me, how I came to think 
of ſelling books? I informed him that until 
that moment it had never once entered into 
my thoughts ; but that when he propoſed 
my taking the ſhop, it inſtantaneouſly oc- 
curred to my mind, that for ſeveral months 
paſt I had obſerved a great increaſe in a cer- 
| tain 
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tain old book ſhop ; and that I was perſuaded 
I knew as much of old books as the perſon 
who kept it. I farther obſerved, that I loved 
books, and that if I could but be a bookſeller, 
I ſhould then have plenty of books to read, 
which was the greateſt motive 1 could con- 
ceive to induce me to make the attempt. My 
friend on this aſſured me, that he would get 
the ſhop for me, and with a laugh added, 
% when you are Lord mayor, you ſhall uſe 2 
your intereſt to get me' made an Alderman, 
Which I engaged not to forget to perform. 
My private library at this time conſiſted of 
Fletcher's Checks to Antinomianiſm, &c. 5 
volumes; Watts's Improvement of the 
Mind ; Young's Night Thoughts ; Wake's 
"Tranſlation of the Apoſtolical Epiſtles ; Fleet- 
wood's Life of Chriſt; the firſt twenty num- 
bers of Hinton's Dictionary of the Arts and 
Sciences; ſome of Weſley's Journals, and ſome 
of the pious lives, publiſhed by him; and 
about a dozen other volumes of the latrer fort, 


beſides 
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beſides odd magazines, &c. And to ſet me 
up in this ſtile, Mr. Boyd recommended me 
to the friends of an holy brother lately gone 
to heaven, and of them I purchaſed a bagful 
of old books, chiefly divinity, for a guinea. 
With this ſtock, and ſome odd ſcraps of 


leather, which together with all my books 


were worth about five pounds, I opened ſhop 
on Midſummer day, 1775, in Featherſtone- 
Street, in the Pariſh of St. Luke; and I was 
as well pleaſed in ſurveying my little ſhop 
with my name over it, as was Nebuchadnez- 
zar, when he ſaid . Is not this great Baby- 
lon that I have built?“ and my good wife 
often perceiving the pleaſure that I took in 
my ſhop, piouſly cautioned me againſt ſetting 
my mind on the riches of this world, and 
aſſured me that it was all but vanity. & You 
are very right, my dear, I ſometimes replied, 
aad to keep our minds as ſpiritual as we can, 


we will always attend our claſs and band 


meetings, hear as many ſermons, &c. at the 


Foundry 
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Foundry on week days as poſſible, and on 
ſabbath days we will mind nothing but the 
good of our fouls: our ſmall beer ſhall be 
fetched in on Saturday nights, nor will we 
dreſs even a potatoe on the ſabbath. We 
will ſtill attend the preaching at five o'clock 
in the morning; at eight go to the prayer 
meeting; at ten to the public worſhip at the 
foundry ; hear Mr. Perry at Cripplegate, at 
two; be at the preaching at the Foundry, at 
fve ; meet with the general Society at fix ; 
meet in the united bands at ſeven, and again 
be at the prayer meeting at eight; and then 


come home and read and pray by ourſelves.” 
Lam, dear friend, 


Yours, &c. 


L E- 


— — —— 


erer 
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LETTER XIX. 


6 Strange viciſſitudes of human fate 
* Still alt'ring never in a ſteady ſtate ; 
© Good after ill, and after pain delight: 
Alternate, like the ſcenes of day and night. 
« Since every one who lives, is born to die, 
And none can boaſt intire felicity: | 
« With equal mind what happens let us bear, 
« Nor joy, nor grieve too much for things beyond 
| our care 
Like pilgrims, to the appointed lots we tend : 
« The world's an Inn, and death's the Journey's end. 
Dryden's Palemon and Arcite. 


Dear Friend; 
OTWITHSTANDING the obſcurity 


of the ſtreet, and the mean appearance 

of my ſhop, yet I ſoon found cuſtomers for 

what few books I had, and J as ſoon laid out 

the money in other old traſh which was daily 
Lrought for ſale. 

At that time Mr. Weſley's people had a 

- ſum of money which was kept on purpoſe to 


lend 
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lend out, for three months, to ſuch of their 
ſociety whoſe characters were good, and who 
wanted a temporary relief, To increaſe my 
little ſtock, I borrowed five pounds out of this 
fund, which was of great ſervice to me. 

In our new ſituation we lived in a very 
frugal manner, often dining on potatoes, and 
quenching our thirſt with water, being abſo- 
lutely determined if poſſible to make ſome 
proviſion for ſuch diſmal times as ſickneſs, 
ſhortneſs of work, &c. which we had been 
ſo frequently involved in before, and could 
ſcarce help expecting to be our fate again. 
My wife foreboded it much more than I 
did, being of a more melancholy turn of mind. 

& A ſad prophetic Spirit dwells with woe.” 

J lived in this ſtreet fix months, and in that 
time increaſed my ſtock from five pounds, to 
twenty-five pounds, This ſtock I deemed too 
great to be buried in Featherſtone-Street ; and 
2 ſhop and parlour being to let in Chiſwell- 
Street, No. 46, I took them. This was at 


that 
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that time, and for fourteen years afterwards a 


very dull and obſcure ſituation; but ſtill it 


was much better adapted for buſineſs than 
Featherſtone · Street. 


A few weeks after I came into Chiſwell- 


Street, I bade a final adieu to the gentle crof?, 
and converted my little ſtock of leather, '&c. 
into old books; and a great ſale I had, con- i 
ſidering my ftock ; which was not only very 
ſmall, but contained very little variety, as it 
_ principally conſiſted of Divinity; for as l had 


not much knowledge, ſo I ſeldom ventured 


_ out of my depth. Indeed, there was one claſs 
of books, which for the firſt year or two that 
J called myſelf a Bookſeller, I would not ſell, 
for ſuch was my ignorance, bigotry, ſuperſti- 

tion, (or what you pleaſe) that J conſcien- 
tiouſly deſtroyed ſuch books as fell into my 
hands which were written by free-thinkers : 
for really ſuppoſing them to be dictated by the 
devil, I would neither read them mylelf, nor 


| fell them to others. 
1:4 You' 


- 
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' You will perhaps be ſurpriſed when J in- 
form you, that there are in London, (and I 
ſuppoſe in other populous places) perſons who 
purchaſe every article which they have occa- 
ſion for, (and alſo many articles which they 
have no occaſion for) at ſtalls, beggarly ſhops, 
pawnbrokers, &c. under the idea of purchaſing 
cheaper than they could at reſpectable ſhops, 
and of men of property. A conſiderable num- 
ber of theſe kind of cuſtomers I had in the 
beginning, who forſook my ſhop as ſoon as I 
began to appear more reſpectable, by intro- 
ducing better order, poſſeſſing more valuable 
books, and having acquired a better judg- 
ment, &c. Notwithſtanding which, I declare 
to you, upon my honour, that theſe very bar- 
gain hunters have given me double the price 
that I now charge for thouſands and tens of | 
thouſands of volumes. For as a tradeſman 
increaſes in reſpectability and opulence, his 
opportunities of purchaſing increaſe propor- 
tionably, and the more he buys and ſells, the 


more 
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more he becomes a judge of the real value of 
his goods, It was for want of this experience 
and judgment, Stock, &c. that for ſeveral 
years I was in the habit of charging more than 
double the price 1 now do for many thou- 
ſand articles. But profeſſed bargain hunters 
often purchaſe old /ocþs at the ſtalls in Moor- 
fields, when half the wards are ruſted off and 
taken out, and give more for them than they 
would have paid for new locks to any repu- 


table ironmonger. And what numerous in- 


ſtances of this infatuation do we meet with 
daily at ſales by auction, not of books only, 
but of many other articles! Of which 1 


could here adduce a variety of glaring inſtan- 


ees: but (not to tire you) a few of recent 
date ſhall ſuffice. —At the ſale of Mr. Rigby's 


books at Mr. Chriſtie's, Martyn's Dictionary 
of Natural Hiſtory ſold for fifteen guineas, 


which then ſtood in my catalogue at four 


pounds fifteen ſhilling, Pilkington's Dictionary 


of Painters, at ſeven guineas, uſually fold at 


three 
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three; Francis's Horace, #2vo pounds eleven 
/billings, and many others in the ſame manner. 
At Sir George Colebrook's ſale, the octavo edi- 
tion of theTatler ſold for 12vo guineas and a half. 
” afale a few weeks ſince, Rapin's Hiſtory, in 
folio, the two firſt volumes only (inſtead of 
five) ſold for upwards of five pounds! 

I went on proſperouſly until ſome time in 
September, 1775, when I was ſuddenly tak- 
en ill of a dreadful fever; and eight or ten 
days after, my wife was ſcized with the n 
diſorder. 

At that time I only kept a boy to help in 
my ſhop, ſo that I fear, while I lay ill, my 
wife had too much care and anxiety on her 
mind. I have been told that before ſhe was 
confined to her bed ſhe walked about in a 
delirious ſtate - in which ſhe did not long | 
continue, but contrary to all expectation died, 
in enthuſiaſtic rant, on the ninth of No- 
vember, ſu rrounded with ſeveral methodiſtical 


preachers, 
L & Invidious 
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& Invidious death ! how doſt thou rend in ſunder 


„ Whom love has knit and ſympathy made one? 
A tie ſo ſtubborn,” 


Blair's Grave. 


She was in reality one of the beſt of wo- 
men ; and although for about four years ſhe 
was ill the greateſt part of the time, which 
involved me in the very depth of poverty and 
diſtreſs, yet I never once repented having 
married her. *Tis true ſhe was enthuſiaſtical 
to an extreme, and of courſe very ſuperſtiti- 
_ ous and viſionary, but as I was very far gone 
myſelf, I did not think that a fault in her. 

Indeed ſhe much exceeded me, and moſt 
others that ever fell under my obſervation, 
as ſhe in reality tozally neglected and diſre- 
garded every kind of pleaſure whatever, but 
thoſe of a ſpiritual (or viſionary) nature. 
Methinks I here ſee you ſmile: but I aſſure 
you ſhe made no exception; but was a com- 
plete devotee, though without pride or ill- 
— 5 
I thought to have concluded this letter here, 

but 
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but a friend of mine, of whoſe veracity I enter- 
tain the higheſt opinion, has favored me with 
an account of 'a lady, who has to the full as 
much of the ſpirit, but without the good-nature 
of N ancy Lackington. The fact is as follows: 
« Tis true 'tis pity : ad pity 'tis its true. 

* And tho! ſtrange the ſtory, yet by G 'tis true.“ 
Mr. R—t, a genteel tradeſman with whom 
I am acquainted, having loſt his ſecond wife 
early in 1790, Courted and married one of the 
holy fiſters a few months afterwards. They 
had lived together about ſix months, when 
Mr. R—t, one Sunday, being a ſober reli- 
gious man, took down Doddridge's Lectures, 
and began to read them to his wife and family, 
But this holy Siſter found fault with her huſ- 
band for reading ſuch learned rational diſ- 
courſes, which favoured too much of human 
reaſon and vain philoſophy, and wiſhed he 
would read ſomething more ſpiritual and edi- 
fying. He attempted to convince her that 
. 2 | Dr. 
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Dr. Doddridge was not only a good rational 
divine, but to the full as ſpiritual as any di- 
vine ought to be; and that to be more ſpiri- 
tual he muſt be leſs rational, and of courſe 
become fanatical and viſionary. But theſe 
obſervations of the huſband ſo diſpleaſed his 
ſpiritual wife, that ſhe retired to bed, and left 
her huſband to read Doddridge's Lectures as 
long as he choſe to his children by a* former 
wife. - 

The next morning while Mr. R—t was 
out on buſineſs, this holy fiſter, without ſay- 
ing one ſyllable to any perſon, packed up all 
her cloaths, crammed them into a hackney 
coach, and away ſhe went. Mr. Rt, poor 
ſoul ! on coming home diſcovered his immenſe 
loſs, and in an almoſt frantic ſtate, ſpent the 
firſt fortnight in fruitleſs attempts to diſcover 
her retreat. 

* Three weeks after her elopement, I was 
(ſays Mr. R—t) “ going down Cheapſide one 
« day, and ſaw a lady ſomething like my 


e wife, 
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« wife, but as ſhe was ſomewhat diſguiſed, 
6 and I could not ſee her face, I was not ſure. - 
At laſt I ventured to look under her bonnet, 
and found, that, ſure enough, it was ſhe. 
« I then walked three times backwards and 
„ forwards in Cheapſide, endeavouring to per- 
ſuade her to return with me, or to diſcover 
* where ſhe lived : but ſhe obſtinately refuſed 
6 toreturn, or to let me ſee her retreat; and 
* here (ſays Mr. R—t) I begged that ſhe 
„ would grant me a kiſs; but ſhe would not 
„ willingly. However after ſome buſtle in 
e the ſtreet, I took a farewell kiſs. Poor 
dear ſoul ! (ſigh'd he) ſhe is rather 700 
Spiritual] for notwithſtanding I laid by her 
e fide near ſix months, ſhe never would be 
* prevailed upon to do any thing carnal ; and 
although I did all in my power to get the 
better of her ſpiritual ſcruples, yet ſhe was 
* always ſo in love with Chriſt her heavenly 
< ſpouſe, that when ſhe eloped from me, ſhe 


L 3 $6 was 
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«© was, I aſſure you, as good a virgin as when 
6 T married her.” | 

The above puts me in mind of what Ovid 

ſays was practiſed by young maids on the 

feſtival of the celebrated nymph Anna Perenna, 
thus tranſlated by I know not who : * 

* With promiſes the amorous god ſhe led, 

'« And with fond hopes his eager paſſion fed, 

“At length 'tis done, the goddeſs yields, ſhe cry'd ; 

«© My pray'rs have gain'd the victory o'er pride. 

% With joy the god prepares the golden bed; 

© Thither, her face conceal'd, is Anna led, 

© Juſt on the brink of bliſs, ſhe ſtands confeſs'd ; | 


«© The diſappointed lover is her jeſt, 
„While rage and ſhame alternate ſwells his breaſt. 


Jam, dear friend, 


Your's, &c. 


LET- 
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c Women that leave no ſtone unturn'd, 
4 In which the cauſe might be concern'd.“ 


Hudibras. 


Dear Friend, 


PRECAUSE ſome of the holy fiſters are in 
their amours altogether ſpiritual, you 

are by no means to underſtand that they are 
all ſo totally diveſted of the carnal propenſity. 
Some of theſe good creatures are ſo far from 
thinking that their huſbands are too carnal in 
their affections, that they really think that 
they are not enough ſo ; and inſtances are not 
wanting, in which, owing to their having 
huſbands too ſpiritual, they have been obliged 


to receive aſſiſtance from the huſbands of other 
women. 


L4 | It 
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It is but about a year ſince a certain cele- 
brated preacher uſed to adminiſter carnal con- 
ſolation to the wife of his clerk. This holy 
communication was repeated ſo often, and ſo 
open that at laſt it came to the clerk's ears, 
who watching an opportunity, one day ſur- 
prized the pious pair at their devoticn, and ſo 
belaboured the preacher with his walking-ſtaff, 
that the public were for near a month deprived 
of the benefits reſulting from his remarkable 
gift of eloquence. 

As I am got into the ſtory-telling way, I 
cannot reſiſt the temptation of telling another. 


A certain holy ſiſter who lately kept an 
houſe in a country village near London, and 
too in (as they called it) Mr. Welſley's 
preachers, [by taking in is only meant, that 
when they came in their turn to preach in 
the village ſhe uſed to ſupply each with vic- 
tuals and a bed; no doubt but they ſlept 
alone.] This lady was ſo very remarkable for 
her ſpiritual experience and divine gifts, that 
1 ſhe 
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| ſhe attracted many to her houſe, beſides fuch 
as came in the regular courſe of their duty, 
and among the former a preacher from Lon- 
don, from whom J learnt the affair. This 
preacher happening to want a wife, and being 
very ſpiritually-minded, actually married her 
in December 1 790, merely for her great gifts 
and grace, as her fortune was not above the 
| fiftieth part as much as his own ; and as to 
perſon, ſhe is ſcarce one degree above uglineſs 
itſelf ; although her huſband is well-propor- 
tioned, and upon the whole a handſome man. 
They had not been married a week, when this 
fimple preacher diſcovered this gifted gracious 
faint was an incarnate devil, who had mar- 
ried him only to rob, plunder, and cuckold 
him. For between her and her gallants, they 
had bullied him out of a ſettlement to the 
amount of four times the ſum ſhe brought 
him, and the poor pious preacher thinks that 

he has cheaply got rid of her. 
The reaſon why 1 intereſt myſelf in his be- 
half, 


a 
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half is, becauſe I am confident that he really 
is an honeſt well-meaning man at the bottom; 
but withal one that does not poſſeſs the great- 
eſt ſhare of underſtanding, and who being 
formerly but a mean mechanic, never had any 
education, ſo that although he is a great en- 
thuſiaſt, yet he is one of the good-natured 
inoffenſive ſort, who will do no harm to any 
perſon, but will do all the good in his power. 
Jam only ſorry, as he lately was an honeſt 
uſeful tradeſman, that he ſhould have ſo much 
ſpiritual quixotiſm in him, as at thirty years 
of age to ſhut up his ſhop and turn preacher, 
without being able to read his primer; which 
upon my honour, is the caſe. But here, my 
friend, you ſee 1 forgot that theſe heavenly 
teachers only ſpeak as the ſpirit giveth utter- 
ance, and that of courſe all human learning 


is entirely ſuperfluous. ? 
“ As he does not chuſe to cull, 

* His faith by any ſcripture rule; 

But by the vapours that torment 


His brains, from hypoeondria ſent, a 
| | : Whic 
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„% Which into dreams and viſions turn, 
* And make his zeal ſo fiercely burn, 
&« That reaſon loſes the aſcendant. 
© And all within grows independant, 
He proves all ſuch as do accord | 
With Wim the choſen of the Lord ; 
1% But that all others are accurſt, 
* *Tis plain in canticles the firſt.” 
Butler's Poſth. Work,, 


A few years ſince the methodiſt-preachers 
got faoting in Wellington, (the famous birth- 
place of your humble ſervant) and eſtabliſh- 
ed a ſociety there, - ſoon after which one of 
their preachers (at Collopton, a neighbouring 
town) happened to like a young ſervant girl, 
who was one of the holy Siſters, ſhe having 
gone through the new birth, better than his 
wife, becauſe ſhe was an unenlightened, un- 
converted woman. But this ſervant girl hap- 
pening to be with child, the news ſoon reached 
Wellington ; and a very wealthy gentleman 
who entertained the preachers there, followed 
the preacher of Collopton's example, and got 
his own pious maid with child. After this 

5 ſome 
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ſome of the Society in Wellington began 
to have all things in common, and ſeveral 
more of the holy Siſters proved prolific : 
which ſo alarmed the pariſh, that ſome of 
the heads of it inſiſted that the preachers 
ſhould not be permitted to preach there any 
longer. For, if (ſaid they) the methodiſt- 
ſociety continues, we ſhall have the pariſh 
full of baſtards.” . 

So you ſee, my dear friend, by the above 
examples, (were it neceſſary, I could give you 
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many more) that not all the converted and 
ſanctified females are thereby become ſo ab- 
ſorbed in the ſpiritual delights of the myſtical | 
union, as to have loſt all reliſh for carnal con- 
nexions ; as we find that many among them 
are bleſſed with a mind ſo capacious, as to be 
able to reliſh the pleaſures of both worlds. 


L E T- 
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LETT II 


It was not good for man to be alone: | 
« An equal, yet the ſubject, is deſign'd 
« For thy ſoft hours, and to unbend the Mind.” 
Dryden. 
Dear Friend, 
AFTER a long digreſſion, I muſt now 
return to my own affairs. 


I continued in the above-mentioned dread- 


ful fever many weeks, and my life was de- 
ſpaired of by all that came near me. During 
which tiche, my wife, whom I affe&tionate- | 1 
ly loved, died and was buried, without my 
once having a ſight of her. And what added 
much to my misfortunes, ſeveral nurſes that 


were hired to take care of me and my wife, 


proved ſo abandoned and depraved as to have 
loſt all ſenſe of moral obligation, and every 


tender 
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tender feeling for one who to all appearance 
was juſt on the point of death : leveral of | 
theſe monſters in female ſhape robbed my 
drawers of linnen, &c. and kept themſelves 
drunk with gin, whileI lay unable to move 


in my bed, and was ready to periſh, partly 


owing to want of cleanlineſs and proper care. 
In this ſtate I muſt inevitably have periſhed, 
had it not been for my fiſter Dorothy, wife of 


Mr. Northoun of Lambeth, and my fiſter 


Elizabeth, wife of Mr. Bell in Sono. Theſe 
kind ſiſters, as ſoon as they were informed of 


the deplorable tate in which I lay, notwith- 


ſtanding ſome miſunderſtanding which ſub- 


_ faſted between us, and prevented me from 


ſending for them, haſtened to me, and each 
fat up with me alternately, fo that I had one 
or the other with me every night; and, con- 
trary to all expeQation, I recovered. But 


this recovery was in a very flow man 


As ſoon as I was able to enquire into the 


ſtate of my affairs, I found that Mr. Wheeler, 
. ſack 
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fack and rope-maker in Old-ſtreet, and Meſſrs. 
Bottomley and Shaw, carpenters and faſh- 
makers in Bunhill-row, had ſaved me from 
ruin, by locking up my ſhop, which contained 
my little all. Had not this been done, the 
nurſes would no doubt have contrived means 
to have emptied my ſhop, as they had done 
my drawers, 

The above gentlemen not t only took care of 
my ſhop, but alſo advanced money to pay 
ſuch expences as occurred ; and as my wife 
was dead, they aſſiſted in — my will 

in favour of my mother. 


0 


Theſe worthy gentlemen belong to Mr. 
Weſley's Society, (and notwithſtanding they 
have imbibed many enthuſiaſtic whims) yet 
would they be an honour to any ſociety, and 
are a credit to human nature, I hope that I 
never ſhall recolle& their kindneſs without 
being filled with the warmeſt ſentiments of 
gratitude towards them. 


N cc He 
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? He that hath Nature in him muſt be grateful”: 
„ ?Tis the Creator's primary great Law, 
e That links the chain of being to each other, 
„ Joining the greater to the leſſer nature, 
« Tying the weak and ſtrong, the poor and powerful, 
6 Subduing men to brutes, and even brutes to men.” 


On my recovery I alſo learnt that Mits 
Dorcas Turton, (the young woman that kept 
the houſe, and of whom I then rented the 
ſhop, parlour, kitchen and garret) having out 
of kindneſs to my wife, occaſionally aſſiſted 
her during her illneſs, had caught the ſame 
dreadful diſorder, and was then very danger 
ouſly ill, and that people ſhunned the houſe 
as much as though the plague was in it. So 
that when I opened my ſhop again, I wa 
ſtared at as though I had come back from the 
other world ; and it was a conſiderable time 
before many of my former cuſtomers could 
credit that I really was in exiſtence, it having 
been repeatedly reported that I was dead. 


. Mits 


/ 
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* Miſs Dorcas Turton, was a charming 
young woman, and you muſt now be made 
farther acquainted with her. She was the 
daughter of Mr. Samuel Turton of Stafford- 
ſhire, her mother did not by marrying change 
her name, which was Miſs Jemima Turton, of 
Oxfordſhire, Mr. Samuel Turton had a large 
fortune of his own, and about twenty thou- 
{and pounds with his wife Miſs Jemima, but 
by an unhappy turn for gaming he diſſipated 
nearly the whole of it, and was obliged to 
have recourſe to trade to . to ſupport his 
family. 


& Tis loſt at dice, what aycient honour winds. 
% Hard, when the father plays away the ſon! 
He opened a ſhop as a Sadler's Ironmonger, 
but as he was but little acquainted with 
trade, and as his old- propenſity to gaming 
never quitted him, it is no wonder that he 
did not ſucceed in his buſineſs ; and to crown 
all his other follies, he was bound for a 


falſe friend in a large ſum; this compleated 


his ruin, | 5 
M | His 


- 
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His wife died in Jan. 1773, and his final 
ruin enſued a few months after ; ſo that from 
that time to his death he was partly ſupported 
by his daughter Miſs Dorcas Turton, who 
cheerfully ſubmitted” to keep a ſchool, and 
worked very hard at plain work, by which 
means ſhe kept her father from want. The 
old gentleman died a few months after I came 
into the ſhop. Being partly acquainted with 
this young lady's goodneſs to her father, I 
concluded that ſo good a daughter was very 
likely to make a good wife; I alſo knew 
that ſhe was immoderately fond of books, and 
would frequently read until morning ; this 
turn of mind in her was the greateſt of al] 
recommendations to me, who having acquir- 
eda few ideas, was at that time reſtleſs to 
increaſe them: ſo that I was in raptures with 
the bare thoughts of having a woman to read 
with, and alſo to read to me. 


« Of all the pleaſures, noble and refin'd, 

& Which form the taſte and cultivate the mind, 
< In every realm where ſcience darts its beams : 
From Thale's ice to Afric's golden ſtreams, | 
| | 4 From 


From climes where Phcebus pours his orient ray, 
To the fair regions of declining day, 

« The © Feaſt of Reaſon” which from EAD ING ſprings 
« To reas'ning man the higheſt ſolace brings. 
«Tis Books a laſting pleaſure can fupply, 

<« Charm while we live, and teach us how to die.” 


I embraced the firſt opportunity after her 
recovery to make her acquainted with my 


mind, and as we were no ſtrangers to each 
others characters and circumſtances, there 


was no need of a long formal courtſhip - fo] 


prevailed on her not to defer our union longer 
than the zoth of January, 1776, when I for 
the ſecond time entered into the holy ſtate of 
| matrimony. 
— Wedded Love 1s founded on eſteem, 


Which the fair merits of the mind engage: - 
« For thoſe are charms that never can decay, 


«© But Time, which gives new whiteneſs to the ſwan, . 


“ Improves their luſtre:“ a 
enton. 


I am, dear friend, 


Yours, &c. 


M 2 LET 
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LETTER XXII. 


« Reaſon re- baptiz d me when adult: 

„ Weigh'd true from falle, in her impartial ſcale.” 

| ey _ Young, 
ce All the myſtic lights were quench'd,” 


Lee. 
Dear Friend, 
AM now in February 1776, arrived at an 
important period of my life, Being lately 
recovered from a very painful, dangerous, and 
hopeleſs illneſs, I found myſelf once more in 
a confirmed ſtate of health, ſurrounded by 
my little ſtock in trade, which was but juſt 
ſaved from thieves, and which to me was an 
immenſe treaſure. Add to the above, my 
having won a ſecond time in a game where the 
odds were ſo much againſt me; or to uſe ano- 
ther ſimile, my having drawn another prize in 
the lottery of wedlock, and thus repaired the 
loſs 


\ 


4 


LIFE OP J. LACKINGTON, BOOKSELLER. 165 


26" 


* ** 


oy n " 
4 — . 
2 I ON ; 
n * 0 
— 


loſs of one very valuable woman with the 
acquiſition of another ſtill more valuable. 


46 O Woman! let the libertine deery, 

% Rail at the virtuous love he never felt, 

« Nor wiſh'd to feel. — Among the ſex there are 

«© Numbers as greatly good as they are fair; 
« Where rival virtues ſtrive which brightens moſt, 
« Beauty the ſmalleſt excellence they boaſt; 

& Where all unite ſubſtantial bliſs to prove, 

& And give mankind in them a taſte of joys above.“ 


Hayward. 
On reflecting on the above united circum- 
ſtances, I found in my mind an unuſual ſen- 
ſation, ſuch as until then I was a ſtranger 
to: my mind began to expand, intellectual 
light and pleaſure broke in and diſpelled 
the gloom of fanatical melancholy ; the ſour- 
neſs of my natural temper (which had been 
much increaſed by ſuperſtition, which Swift 
calls, the ſpleen of the ſoul,”) in part gave 
way, and was ſucceeded by cheerfulneſs, and 
ſome degree of good-nature. 
-M was in one of theſe cheerful moods that 
I one day took up the Life of John Bun- 
- M3 1 
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cle; and it is impoſſible for my friend to 
imagine with what eagerneſs and pleaſure I 
read through the whole four volumes of this 
ſenſible pleaſing work; it was wrote by the 
late Mr. Amory of Wakefield, and I know not 
of any work more proper to be put into the 
hands of a poor ignorant bigotted ſuperſtitious 
methodiſt ; but the misfortune 15, that ſcarce 
any of them will read any thing but what 
ſuits with their own narrow notions, ſo that 
they ſhut themſelves up in darkneſs, and ex- 
clude every ray of intellectual light; which 
puts me in mind of the enthuſiaſts on the 
banks of the Ganges, who will not look at any 
thing beyond the tip of their noſes. By the 
time I had gone through the laſt volume, 


« My ſoul had took its freedom 1 
| Green. 


I now began to enjoy many innocent plea- 
ſures and recreations in life, without the fear 
of being eternally damn'd for a laugh, a joke, 
or for ſpending a ſociable evening with a few 
friends, going to the play-houſe, &c. &c. 

; | In 


* 
* 
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| In ſhort I ſaw that true religion was no 
way incompatible with or an enemy to ra- 
tional pleaſures of any kind, 


c“ Fools by exceſs make varied pleaſure pall, 


© The wiſe man's moderate, and enjoys them all.” 
Voltaire by Franklin, 


I now alſo began to read with great plea- 
ſure the rational and moderate divines of all 
denominations : and a year or two after I be- 
gan with metaphyſics, in the intricate though 
pleaſing labyrinths of which I have occaſional- 
ly wandered ever fince, nor am I ever fikely 

to find my way out. 

Like a guide in a miſt have I rambled about, 

And now come at laſt where at firſt I ſet out. 

I am not in the leaſt uneaſy on that head, 
as J have no doubt of being in my laſt mo- 

ments able to adopt the prayer of one of the 
greateſt men that ever exiſted: 


<« Great God, whoſe being by thy works is known, 

Hear my laſt words from thy eternal throne : 

If I miſtook, twas while thy law I ſought, 

« I may have err'd, but thou wert in each thought. 
M 4 6 Featleſs 
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« Fearleſs I look beyond the opening grave, 

© And cannot think the God who being gave, 
« The God whoſe favours made my bliſs o'erflow, 
1 | « Has doom'd me, after death, to endleſs woe. 


. — 


— 7 — 
ATP — 
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| Having begun to think rationally, and rea- 
ſon freely on religious matters, you may be 
ſure I did not long remain in Mr. Weſley's 


Society; and what is remarkable, I well re- 
member that ſome years before, Mr. Weſley 
told his Society in Broadmead, Briſtol, in 
my hearing, that he could never keep a 
| bookſeller fix months in his flock. He was 


then pointing out the danger that attended 
cloſe reaſoning in matters of religion and 
{ſpiritual concerns, in reading controverſies, 
&c. at that time I had not the leaſt idea of 
my ever becoming a Bookſeller : but I no 
ſooner began to give ſcope to my reaſoning 
faculties than the above remarkable aſſertion 
occurred to my mind, 
But that which rather haſtened my de- 
parture from methodiſm was this. The 
1 methodiſt 


5 
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methodiſt preachers were continually repro- 
bating the practice of maſters and miſtreſſes 
keeping ſervants at home on ſundays, to dreſs 
dinners, which prevented them from hearing 
the Word of God (by the Word of God they 
mean their own jargon of nonſenſe), aſſuring 
| them if the ſouls of ſuch {ſervants were damn- 
ed, they might in a great meaſure lay their 
damnation at the doors of ſuch maſters and 
miſtreſſes, who rather than eat a cold dinner, 
would be guilty of breaking the ſabbath, and 
riſking the ſouls of their ſervants. But how 
great was my ſurprize on diſcovering that theſe 
very men who were continually preaching up 
faſting, abſtinence, &c. to their congrega- 
tions, and who wanted others to dine off cold 
dinners, or eat bread and cheeſe, &c. would 
themſelyes not even /up, without roaſted 
fowls, &c. - 
This I found to be fact, as I ſeveral times 
had occaſion after preaching to go into the 
kitchen behind the old Foundry (which at 
that 
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that time was Mr. Weſley 8 preachinghouſe; ) 
there I ſaw women who had been kept from 
Hearing the ſermon, &c. by being employed 
in roaſting fowls, and otherwiſe providing 
good ſuppers, for the preachers. 


So ſaid I, you lay burthens on other 
men's ſhoulders, but will not ſo much as 
touch them yourſelves with one of your fin- 
gers“ I am, dear friend, 


Yours, &c. 


LE Tv» 
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LETTER: XXNL 


Good morrow to thee: How doſt do? 
only juſt call'd in, to ſhew 
My Love, upon this bleſſed day, 
“ As I by chance came by this way.” 
Butler's ipoſth, works. 


| Dear Friend, 
[HAD | no ſooner left Mr. Weſley's ſociety, 

and begun to talk a little more like a ra- 
tional being, but I found that I had incurred 
the hatred of ſome, the pity of others, the 
envy of many, and the diſpleaſure of al! Mr. 
Weſley's—6/d women! So that for a long 
time I was conſtantly teaſed with their im- 
pertinent nonſenſe. I believe that never was 
a poor devil ſo plagued, Some as they paſſed 
by my door in their way to the Foundry 
would only make a ſtop and lift up their 
hands, turn up the whites of their eyes, 
ſhake their heads, groan, and paſs on, Many 
would call in and take me aſide, and after 
making rueful faces, would addreſs me with, 
«Oh, 
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&« Oh, brother Lackington! I am very ſorry 
to find that you who begun in the Spirit are 
now like to end in the fleſh. Pray Brother, 
do remember Lot's wife.” Another would 
interrupt me in my buſineſs, to tell me, that 
* he that putteth his hand to the plough, and 
looketh back, is unfit for the kingdom.” 
Another has juſt called as he was paſſing by, 
to caution me againſt the bewitching ſnares 
of proſperity. Others agdin called to know 
if I was as happy then as I was when I con- 
ſtantly ſought the Lord with my brethren, in 
prayer meeting, in claſs, in band, &c. When! 
aſſured them that I was more happy, they in 
a very ſolemn manner aſſured me, that I was 
under a very great deluſion of the devil; and 
when I by chance happened to laugh at their 
enthuſiaſtic rant, ſome have run out of my 
ſhop, declaring that they were afraid to ſtay 
under the ſame roof with me, leſt the houſe 
ſhould fall on their heads. Sometimes I have 


been accoſted in ſuch an alarming manner as 


though 
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though the houſe was on fire, with « Oh! 
Brother ! Brother ! you are faſt aſleep! and 
the flames of hell are taking hold of you!” 

A certain preacher aſſured me, in the pre- 
ſence of ſeveral gentlemen, that the devil 
would foon toſs me about in the flames of 
hell with a pitchfork. This fame eloquent 
mild preacher uſed occaſionally to ſtrip to his 
ſhirt to dodge the devil. 

Mr. E. a gentletan of my acquaintance, 
going through ſome alley, one Sunday, hear- 
ing a very uncommon noiſe, was led by curi- 
oſity to the houſe from whence it proceeded, 
and there he ſaw elevated above an aſſembly 

of old women, &c. this taylor, ſtript in his 
| thirt, with his wig off, ſweating, foaming at 
the mouth, and bellowing like a baited bull. 
In the above manner it ſeems he would often 
amuſe himſelf and his congregation for near 
tivo hours, 


be Curling from his ſweating tub, 
«© The cavaliers of Belzebub.” _ | 
Butler's poſth, Works. 


Others 


— 
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Others again of the Tabernacle ſaints would 
aſſure me that I never had one grain of ſaving 
grace, and that when I thought myſelf a 
child of God, I was only deluded by the de- 
vil, who being now quite ſure of me, did 
not think it worth his while to deceive me 
any longer. Others adviſed me to take care 
of ſinning againſt light and knowledge, and 
piouſly hoped that | == not quite 700 late; 
at I had not (they hoped) committed the 
: f pardonable ſin againſt the Holy Ghoſt. 


Fhers again, who happened to be in a bet- 
ter humour, often aſſured me that they ſhould 
ſee me brought back to the true ſheepfold, as 
they really hoped I had once been in a ſtate 

of grace, and if ſo, that I always was in grace, 
11 ſpite of all I could do : the Lord would 
never quit his hold of me; that I might fall 

| feully, but that it was impoſſible for me to 
fall finally, as in the end I ſhould be brought 
back on the ſhoulders of the everlaſting goſ- 
| pel, 
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pel, for when God came to number his jew- 
els, not one would be miſſing. 

One of theſe righteous men, after paſſing 
ſome encomiums on me for my moral cha- 
rater, aſſured me that I had by no means 
fallen ſo low as many of ' God's children had 
fallen, but fall as low as they poſſibly can, 
ſaid he, they are ſtill God's children, for altho' 
they may be black with fin they are fair 
within,” He then read to me the following 
paſſage out of a pamphlet written againſt Mr. 
Fletcher, by Mr. R. Hill. David ſtood as 
completely juſtified in the everlaſting right- 
0 eouſneſs of Chriſt, at the time when he 
« cauſed Uriah to be murdered, and was com- 
« mitting adultery with his wife, as he was 
ein any part of his life. For all the ſins of 
* the Ele, be they more or be they leſs, 
© be they paſt, preſent, or to come, were for 
ever done away. So that every one of thoſe 
* elect ſtand ſpotleſs in the ſight of God.” 
s not this a very comfortable kind of doc- 


- trine ? 


* 
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trine? The pernicious conſequences of ſuch 
tenets impreſſed on the minds of the ignorant 
followers of theſe quacks in religion, muſt 
be obvious to every perſon capable of reflec- 
tion. They have nothing to do but to enliſt 
themſelves in the band of the Elect, and no 
matter then how criminal their liſe ! 

Thus, my dear friend, I was for a long time 
coaxed by ſome, threatened with all the tor- 
tures of the damned by others, and conſtant- 
ly teaſed ſomehow or other by all the me- 
thodiſts who came near me. I at laſt determ- 
ined to laugh at all their ridiculous perverſions 
of the ſcripture, and their ſpiritual cant. 
The conſequence (as might be expected) was, 
they piouſly and charitably conſigned me 
over to be tormented by the devil, and every 
where declared that I was turned a downright 
atheiſt. But the aſperſions of ſuch fanatics | 


gave me no concern, for 


"= If there? 8 a power above us, 


(And that there is, all nature cries aloud 
„Through 


\ \ 5 
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« Through all her works) he muſt delight in Virtue ; 
«© And that which he delights in muſt be happy. 


Addiſon's Cato. 
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And no matter © when or where.“ After 
relating ſuch ridiculous ſtuff as the above, I 
think that I cannot conclude this better than 
with Swift's humorous and ſatirical account 
of the Day of Judgment. 
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« With a whirl of thought es 

« I ſunk from reverie to reſt, 

& An horrid viſion ſeiz'd my head, 

% ſaw the graves give up their dead: 

% Jove arm'd with terrors burſts the ſkies, 

«© And thunder roars, and light'ning flies! 

&« Amaz'd, confus'd, its fate unknown, 
„The world ſtands trembling at his throne | 

«© While each pale ſinner hung his head, 

&« Jove nodding ſhook the heavens and ſaid, 

« Offending race of human kind, 

% By nature, reaſon, learning, blind: 

«© You who through frailty ſtep'd aſide, 

& And you who never fell through pride, 

«© You who in different ſets were ſham'd, 

And come to ſee each other damn'd ? 

“(So ſome folks told you, but they knew, 

© No more of Jove's deſigns than you) 


N The - 


2 1 5 , Sa 
"x * r r 
- omen oe n_ 


178 LIFE OF ]. LACKINGTON, BOOKSELLER, 


«© The world's mad buſineſs now is o'er. 
&« And J reſent thoſe pranks no more. 

& —] to ſuch blockheads ſet my wit! 

] damn ſuch fools ! go, go, you're bit. 


Jam, dear friend, 


Your's, &c. 


LE T- 
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& In London ftreets is often ſeen, 

« A hum-drum faint with holy mein, 
His looks moſt primitively wear, 
„An antient Abrahamick air, 

* And like bad copies of a face, 

6 The good original diſgrace.” 


Buyer's Poſth. Works. 


Dear Friend, 


I being generally known that I had for 

many years been a ſtrict methodiſt, ſince I 
have freed myſelf from their ſhackles, I have 
been often aſked if I did not believe or rather 
know, that the methodiſts were a vile fe& of 
| hypocrites altogether ? My reply has been uni- 


formly in the negative. I am certain that 


they are not in general ſo. The major part 


of them indeed are very ignorant, (as is the 


caſe with enthuſiaſts of every religion.) But L 
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believe that a great number of the methodiſts 
are fincere, honeſt, friendly people. It may 
however be neceſſary to obſerve, that many 
artful, ſly, deſigning people, having noticed 
their character, connections, &c. and know- 
ing that a religious perſon is in general ſup- 
poſed to be honeſt and conſcientious, have been 
induced to join their ſocieties, and by aſſum- 
ing an appearance of extraordinary ſanctity, 
have the better been enabled to cheat and de- 
fraud ſuch as were not guarded againſt their 
| hypocritical wiles. 

66 Making religion a diſguiſe, 


&« Or cloak to all their villanies.” 


Butler's Poſth. Works. 

L have alſo reaſon to believe that there are 
not a few, who think that they can as it were 
afford to cheat and defraud, on the ſcore of 
having right notions of religion in their heads, 
hearing what they deem orthodox teachers, 
going to prayer-meetings, &c. 


There 
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There are again, others, who think, that 
grace is ſo free and ſo caſy to be had, or in 
other ,words, that as they can have pardon 
for all kinds of ſins, and that at any time 
whenever they pleaſe, they under this idea 
make very little conſcience of running up 
large ſcores, to which practice I fear ſuch 
doctrines as J noticed in my laſt, from the 
pen of Mr. Hill, have not a little contributed. 

I have often thought that great hurt has 
becn done to Society by the methodiſt preach- 
ers, both in town and country, attending 
condemned Malefactors, as by their fanatical 
converſation, viſionary hymns, bold and 
impious applications of the ſcriptures, &c. 
many dreadful offenders againſt law and juſ- 
tice, have had their paſſions and imaginations 
ſo worked upon, that they have been ſent 
to the other world in ſuch raptures, as would 
better become martyrs innocently ſuffering 
in a glorious cauſe, than criminals of the firſt 


magnitude. 
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A great number of narratives of theſe ſud- 
den converſions and triumphant exits have 
been compiled, many of them publiſhed, and 
circulated with the greateſt avidity, to the 
private emolument of the editors, and doubt- 
leſs to the great edification of all ſinners, long 
habituated to a courſe of villainous depreda- 
tions on the lives and properties of the honeſt 
part of the community; and many ſuch ac- 
counts as have not appeared in print, have 
been aſſiduouſly proclaimed in all the method- 
iſt chapels and barns, throughout the three 
kingdoms; by which the good and pious of 
every denomination have been ſcandalized, and 
notorious offenders encouraged to perſevere, 
truſting ſooner or later, to be honoured with 
a ſimilar degree of notice, and thus by a kind 
of legerdemain be ſuddenly transformed into 
ſaints. | 

I muſt obſerve Gather, that the unguarded 
manner in which the methodiſt preachers 
make tenders of pardon and ſalvation, has in- 


duced 
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duced many to join their fraternity, whoſe 
conſciences wanted very large plaiſters indeed! 
many of thoſe had need to be put under 
courſes of mortification and penance ; but they 


generally adopt another method, and make 


themſelves as ridiculous by affecting to poſleſs 


ſqueamiſh conſciences, as they had before 
rendered themſelves odious by diſplaying a 
very oppoſite diſpoſition. As a friend, per- 
mit me to adviſe you never to purchaſe any 
thing at a ſhop where the maſter of it crams 
any of his pious nonſenſe into his ſhop-bill, 
&c. as you may be aſſured you will nine times 
out of ten find them, in the end, errant hypo- 
crites; and as ſuch, they make no ſcruple of 
cheating in the way of trade, if poſſible. 

This puts me in mind of one of theſe pious 
brethren in Petticoat-lane, who wrote in his 
ſhop-window, ** Rumps and Burs ſold here, 
and Baked Sheep's heads will be continued 
every night, the Lord permit.” The Lord 
had no objection ; ſo Rumps, Burs, and Baked 

N 4 Sheeps- Heads 
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ee po- heads were ſold there a long time. And 
I remember to have ſeen on a board, near 
Bedminſter-down, ** Tripe and Cowheels ſold 
here as uſual, except on the Lord's-day, 
which the Lord help me to keep.” And on my 
enquiring about the perſon who exhibited this 
remarkable ſhew-board,, at the inn juſt by, 
I was informed that the pious Tripe-ſeller 
generally got drunk on Sundays, after he re- 
turn'd from the barn-preaching ; which ac- 
counts for his not ſelling tripe on that day, 
having full employment (though poſſibly not 
ſo inoffenſive) elſewhere. 

I alſo ſaw in a village near Plymouth in 
Devonſhire, *©* Roger Tuttel, by God's grae 


and mercy, kills rats, moles, and all ſorts of 


vermin and venomous creatures.” Burt I need 


not have gone ſo far, as, no doubt you muſt 


remember that a few years ſince, a certain 


pious common-council-man of the Metropolis, 
advertiſed in the public papers for a porter 
that could carry three hundred weight and 


ſerve 
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ſerve the Lord. Of the ſame worthy perſon- 
age I have heard it aſſerted, that ſo very con- 
ſcientious is he, that he once ſtaved a barrel 
of beer in his cellar, becauſe he detected it 
working on the Sabbath day. 


<«« Seeming devotion doth but gild the knave, 
* That's neither faithful, honeſt, juſt, or brave, 
« But where religion does with virtue join, 
It makes a hero like an angel ſhine.“ 
x | Waller, 


J have a few more obſervations to make on 


this remarkable ſect, but fearing I have already 


tired you, ſhall reſerve them for my next, in 


the mean time I remain, 


i 


dear friend, yours, &c. 


LET- 
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LETTER XXV. 


«© Under this ſtone reſts Hudibras, 
&« A Knight as erraut as e'er was: 
<< The controverſy only lies, i 
% Whether he was more fool than wiſe; 
« Full oft he ſuffer'd bangs and drubs, 
« And full as oft took pains in tubs : 
&« And for the good old Cauſe ſtood buff, 
« *Gainſt many a bitter kick and cuff, 
« Of which the moſt that can be ſaid, 
« He pray'd and preach'd, and preach'd and pray'd.” 
| Butler's poſth. Works, 


Dear Friend, 
7 is very remarkable, that while I was 


Writing the laſt five lines of my former 


jetter to you, on Wedneſday the 2d of March 


1791, I received the news of the death of 
Mr. John Weſley, who I am informed, died 
that morning at his own houſe, in the City- 
road, Moorfields, in the Eighty-eighth year 

of 
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of his age. He had no illneſs, but the wheels 
of the machine being wora out, it ſtopt of 
courſe. As I am on the ſubject of Method- 
iſm, I hope you will not deem it impertinent, 


if I devote a few lines to this great parent 


of a numerous ſet, whom I well knew, and 


feel a pleaſure in ſpeaking of with ſome 
reſpect. 


Several days preceding his interment, being 


laid in his coffin, in his gown and band, he 


was expoſed to the view of his friends and the 
public ; and I ſuppoſe that forty or fifty thou- 
ſand perſons had a ſight of him. But the 
concourſe of people was ſo great, that many 
were glad to get out of the crowd without 
ſeeing him at all; and although many con- 
ſtables were preſent, yet the pick-pockets 
contrived to eaſe numbers of their purſes, 
watches, &c. 

To prevent as much as poſſible the dread- 
ful effects of a mob, he was interred on Wed- 
neſday March the gth, between five and fix 


o'clock 


. 3 
- 
— — — — — — 
— 


ee — — 
. * r 2 K — — 1 
* _ 6 WER» . * . ** 1 1 on ay 2 * by 
bs y 2 "A. 1 > £ $222 1 
% ” Sf 3 7 * Dre - 4.x . * 
0 þ Om 


r 
— 


2 
r 


e 


1. 

1. 

* 
[2 


| 
| 


19 7 
- 2 
Rt 
# 
19 


a 
4a. — 1 


— r err * 


188 LIFE OF j. LACKINGTON, BOOKSELLER, 


o'clock in the morning, in the burial-ground 


behind his own ch:.pel in the City-road. After 


which Dr. Whitehead (the phyſician) preach- 
ed his funeral ſermon; but notwithſtanding 
the early hour, many thouſands attended 
more than the chapel would hold, although 
it is very large. 

As ſoon as it was known that Mr. Weſley 
was deceaſed, a number of needy brethren 
deemed it a fair opportunity of profiting by 
it, and each immediately ſet his ingenuity to 


work to compoſe what he choſe to call a Life 


of him; and for ſome weeks ſince the funeral 


the Chapel-yard and its vicinity has exhibited 


a truly ludicrous ſcene, on every night of 


preaching, owing to the different writers and 


venders of theſe haſty performances exerting 


themſelves to ſecure a good ſale; one bawling 


out, that his is the right life, a ſecond with 


a pious ſhake of the head, declares his the 


_ real life, a third proteſts he has got the only 


genuine account; and a fourth calls them all 


vile 
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vile cheats and impoſtors, &c. ſo that between 
all theſe competitors, the ſaints are ſo divided 
and perplexed in their opinions, that ſome de- 


cline purchaſing either, others willing “ to 


try all and keep that which is good,” buy of 


each of theſe reſpectable venders of the life 
and laſt account of that celebrated character; 
while the unintereſted paſſenger is apt to form 
a concluſion that the houſe of prayer, is again 
become a den of thieves. Thus we ſee thoſe 
holy candidates for heaven are ſo influenced 
by ſelf-intereſt, that it _ 


* Turns meek and ſecret ſneaking ones 
« To Raw-heads fierce and bloody bones.“ 
| Hudibras. 


J cannot help thinking that Mr. John 8 


Weſley, the Father of the Methodiſts, was 
one of the moſt reſpectable enthuſiaſts that 


exer lived ; as he unqueſtionably believed all 


that he taught others, and lived the ſame 
truly pious exemplary life, that he would 


have his followers practiſe, The ſale of his 


numerous 


— 
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numerous writings produced nett profits to 
the amount of near Two THOUSA ND POUNDs 
per annum; and the weekly collection of the 
Claſſes in London and Weſtminſter amounted 
to about a THOUSAND POUNDS per annum; be- 
ſides this, great ſums were collected at the 
ſacraments and love- feaſts, for quarterly tie- 
i kets, private and publick ſubſcriptions, &c. 
&c. The ſame kind of collections are made 
in all his Societies throughout the three king- 
doms, ſo that Mr. Weſley might have amaſſed 


ject. But inſtead of accumulating wealth, he 
expended all his own private property: and 
I have been often informed, from good au- 
thority, that he never denied relief to a poor 
perſon that aſked him. To needy tradeſmen 


I have known him to give ten or twenty 


his ſtudy to the pulpit, he generally gave away 


an handful of half-crowns to poor old peoplc 


of his Society. He was indeed charitable to an 


EY» 


an immenſe fortune, had riches been his ob- 


pounds at once. In going a few yards from 
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extreme, as he often gave to unworthy objects, 
nor would he keep money ſufficient to hold 


out on his journies. One of his friends in- 


forms me that he left but £4. 108. o. behind 
him: and I have heard him declare that he 
would not die worth twenty pounds, except 
his Books for ſale, &c. 

His learning and great abilities are well 
known. But I cannot help noticing that in 
one of his publications (ſtepping out of his 
line) he betray'd extreme weakneſs and cre- 
dulity, though no doubt his intentions were 
good, What I allude to is his Primitive 
| Phyfic;”” a work certainly of a dangerous ten- 
dency, as the majority of remedies therein 


preſcribed are moſt aſſuredly inefficacious, and 


many of them very dangerous, if adminiſtred. 


The conſequence of the firſt is, that while 
poor ignorant people are trying theſe remedies, 
(beſides the very great probability of their miſ- 
taking the caſe) the diſeaſes perhaps become 


loinveterate as to reſiſt tlie power of more 


eficicious 
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efficacious remedies properly applied, and 
with regard to thoſe of a highly dangerous 
nature, how raſh to truſt them in the hands 
of ſuch uninformed people as this book was 
almoſt ſolely intended for, eſpecially when 
ſanctioned by the name of an author whoſe 
influence impreſſed the minds of the unfor- 
tunate patients with the moſt powerful con- 
viction. Many fatal effects, J fear, have been 
produced by a blind adherence to this com- 
pilation ; which carries with it more the ap- 
pearance of being the production of an ignorant 
opinionated old woman, than of the man of 
ſcience and education. One melancholy in- 
ſtance is freſh in my memory; a much eſteem- 
ed friend having fallen an immediate ſacrifice 
to an imprudent application of one of theſe 
remedies. 

A very worthy Pyhſician, to whom the 
Community are highly indebted for his inde- 
fatigable and ſucceſsful exertions in the cauſe 
of humanity, publiſhed ſome judicious re- 

marks 


. 


— 
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marks on the Primitive Phyſic, which 
however, for obvious reaſons, did not meet 


with that general attention the ſubject de- 


ſerved; as almoſt all the admirers of Mr. 


Weſley's work conſiſted of his followers, 
(ſufficiently numerous indeed to enſure a very 
extenſive ſale) theſe were too bigoted to con- 
deſcend to peruſe any production tending to 
enlighten their underſtandings ; and the pub- 
loc at large, not having paid much attention 
to it; did not conceive themſelves ſo materi- 
ally intereſted in the Remarks. | 


Should you, my dear friend, be deſirous of 


peruſing a variety of remedies, equally judici- 


0us as well as eficacious with thoſe of Mr. 
Weſley, you will. meet with ample fatisfa&tion 
by turning to Dom Pernetty's V oyage to the 
Falkland Iſlands,” page 153 to 162. 

It was a circumſtance peculiarly happy for 
the practitioners of Phyſic, though no doubt a 
terrible misfortune to the public, that the 


difference in religious principles of theſe two 
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reverend gentlemen proved an effectual bar 
to the union of their medical abilities, Which 
appcar ſo exactly correſpondent; had ſuch an 
event taken place, that horrid monſter Diſcaſe 
might by this time have been baniſhed from 
the earth, and the ſons of Aſculapius would 
be doomed to feed on their own compolitions 
or ſtarve ! 


But here, though the ſubject is ſerious, | 
think I ſee you ſmile at my cenſuring Mr. 
Weſley for /tepping out of his line, when at the 


very moment Iam committing the ſame error 


by obtruding my judgment upon the ſcience 


of Phyſic.—I ſhall only reply, Many thought 
I did the ſame when I commenced Bookſeller ; 
and a friend once taught me the motto, (be 
not offended, *tis the only ſcrap of Latin I 
ſhall give you)“ Ne Sutor ultra crepidam.” 
But the event has proved it otherwiſe, and! 
flatter myfelf every candid and judicious per- 


ſon capable of judging will think with me on 


the above ſubject. But to reſume my narra- 


tive. 


W hat 
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What a pity that ſuch a character as Mr, 
Weſley ſhould be a dupe and a rank enthu- 
aſt ! however we may ſafely affirm that he 
was a good ſincere and honeſt one, who deni- 
ed himſelf many things ; and thought that he 
diſregarded the praiſe and blame of the world, 
when he was more courted, reſpected, and fol- 
lowed than any man livin g, and heruled over 
nearan hundred thouſand people with an almoſt 
abſolute ſway. I am inclined to believe that 
his death will be attended with conſequences 
ſomewhat ſimilar to thoſe which followed the 
death of Alexander the great. His ſpirityal ge- 
nerals will be putting in their pretenſions, and 
ſoon divide their maſter's conqueſts. His 
death happened at a time rather critical to the 
methodiſts, as the Swedenborgians, or New 
feruſalemifts, are gaining ground yery faſt ; 
Many of the methodiſts are already gone over 
to their party, many more will now, undoubt- 
edly follow ; and the death of that great fe» 
male champion of methodiſm, the Counteſs 

O 2 1 of 
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of Huntingdon, which has ſince happened, 
will in all probability occaſion agother conſi- 
derable defection from that branch of metho- 

diſts, and an additional reinforcement to the 
| Swedenborgians ; Jo proof of the fondneſs of 
mankind for novelty, even in religious matters, 


I ſhall conclude my remarks on the Me- 
thodiſts in my next, I am, 


Dear Friend, Yours, &c. 


LET- 
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LETTER XXVI 


« More haughty than the reſt, the — race, 
« Appear with belly gaunt, and famiſh'd face: 
«© Never was ſo deform'd a beaſt of grace,” 


Dryden. 


Dear Friend, 6 | 
ALTHOUGH Mr. Weſley was poſſeſſed of 
a very great ſhare both of natural and 
acquired abilities, yet I ſuppoſe it ſcarcely 
neceſſary to inform you, that this is by no 
means the caſe with his preachers in general: 


For although there are amongſt them ſome 


truly ſenſible, intelligent men, yet the major 


part are very ignorant and extremely illiterate : 
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many of theſe excellent ſpiritual guides can- 
10t even read. a chapter in the Bible, though 
es. the deep my ſteries which they 
axe the raſhneſs and preſumption to pretend 
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to explain. Many others cannot write they 
own names. But fo great is the ignorance 
of Mr. Weſley's people in general, that they 
often negle& the more rational and ſenſible 
of their preachers, and are better pleaſed with 
ſuch as are even deſtitute of common ſenſe ; 
really believing that the incoherent nonſenſe 
which they from time to time pour forth, 13 
dictated by the Holy Spirit; for which ſeveral 
reaſons may be aſſigned. = 

It is always obſervable, that the more igno- 
rant people are, the more confidence they pol- 
ſeſs. This confidence, or impudence, paſſes 
with the vulgar, as a mark of their being in 
the right; and the more the ignorance of 
the preachers is diſcovered; the more are they 
brought down to their own ſtandard. Again, 
the more ignorant preachers having very con- 
trated ideas of real religion and manly vir- 
tue, of courſe ſupply the want of it With a 
ridiculous fuſs about trifles, which paſſes with 
the ignorant for a more ſanctified deportment, 


and 
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and hence ariſes much of the miſchief which 
has been ſo juſtly charged on the Methodiſts. 
For by making the path to Heaven fo very 


narrow, many deſpairing to be ever able to 


walk in it, have thrown off all religion and 
morality, and ſunk into the abyſs of vice and 
wickedneſs. Others have their tempers ſo 
ſoured as to become loſt to all the tender 
connexions of huſband, wife, father, child, 
Kc. really believing that they are literally to 
hate father, mother, &c: for Chriſt's ſake, 


Many have in a fit of deſpondency put a | 


period to their exiſtence, it having become a 
burthen too intolerable to be borne. Some 
have been ſo infatuated with the idea of faſt- 
ing to mortify the fleſh, that their ſtrict per- 
leverance in it has been productive of the 
moſt ſerious conſequences: Two inſtances 
of which lately occurred in one family, in the 
City road—The Miſtreſs was deprived of her 


ſenſes, and the Maid literally faſted | herſelf 
to death ! | 
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A few years ſince, I ſaw in a field, not ſeven 
miles from town, a man toſſing up his Bible 
in the air. This he often repeated, and raved 
at a ſtrange rate. Amongſt other things, 
(pointing to a building at ſome diſtance) 
& That (ſaid he) is the Devil's Houſe, and it 
„ ſhall not ſtand three days longer!“ On 
the third day after this I ſaw with ſurprizc | 
an account in one of the public papers of that 
very building having been ſet on fire, and 
burnt to the ground. 

This maniac ſoon after preached very 
often in Smithfield and Moorfields; but he did 
not wholly depend on the operations of the 
holy ſpirit, as at laſt he ſeldom began to 
preach until he was nearly drunk, or filled 
with another kind of ſpirit, and then he was 
a very powerful preacher indeed.“ But the 
good man happening ſeveral times to exert 
himſelf rather too much, had nearly tumbled 
headlong out of his portable pulpit, theſe ac- 
cidents the mob uncharitably aſcribed to the 


liquor 
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liquor that .he had drank, and. with mud, 


ſtones, dead cats, &c. drove him off every 
time he came, until at laſt our preacher took 


his leave of them with ſaying “ that he per- | 


ceived it was in vain to attempt their conver- 
ſion, as he ſaw that God had given them over 
to the hardneſs of their hearts.” 

But although this holy man deſerted 
them, yet other ſpiritual knights-errant were 
not wanting, ſo that a little time before the 
heaps of ſtones which lay for years in Moor- 
fields were removed for the purpoſe of build- 
ing on the ſpot, I have ſeen five or ſix in a 
day preaching their initiation ſermons from 
thoſe elevated fituations, until they could col- 
lect a ſufficient ſum of money to purchaſe 
pulpits. Some of theſe excellent preachers re- 
ceived the whole of their divine education and 
took up their degrees in Moorfields, and in due 
time, after having given ample and ſatisfactory 
proofs of being properly qualified, have been 
admitted to profeſſorſhips in the noble College 

: ſituated 
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ſituated on the ſouth ſide of thoſe fields, gene- 
rally known by the name of Bethlem. You 
muſt know, fir, that many of the lazy fort of 
the community ſet up ſtalls in Moorfields to 
buy and ſell apples, old iron, &c. ſeveral of 
theſe having heard many ſuch edifying diſ- 
courſes, as they ſat at their ſtalls, and obſerv- 
ing the ſucceſs which thoſe kind of preach- 
ers met with, boldly reſolved to make trial of 
their ſpiritual gifts on the heaps of ſtones, aud 
have now totally abandoned their ſtalls, and 
are gone forth as embaſladors of heaven, thy 
without being furniſhed with any diplomas as 
ſuch. One of theſe who cannot read, lately in- 


formed me that he had quitted all temporal 


concerns for the good of poor ignorant ſinners. 

However after all, © there is (poſſibly) a plca- 

{ure in being mad, which none but madmen 

know.” The ſubje& of methodiſm is ſo fer- 

tile a one, that were I diſpoſed to enlarge 

thereon, my correſpondence would be extend- 

ed to a very conſiderable length ; but inſtead 
| : of 
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of purſuing it, I think it better to apologize for 
having ſo long digreſſed from the main ſub- 
ject of my narrative. I therefore take a final 
leave of methodiſm, with afluring you, that 
in giving a general idea of the tenets and prac- 
tices of a numerous ſect who have excited 
much public attention, I have invariably had 
in view to ſpeak of them as they are: no- 


thing to extenuate, nor ſet down ought in 
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malice.” And in my next ſhall reſume the ac- 
count of my own affairs, in the mean time, 


I remain, dear friend, 


NR E . 1» a6 — . 


Yours, &c, 


L E T- 
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LETTER XXYL 


—_ 


« Paſſion, tis true may hurry us along, 
Sometimes the juſt may deviate into wrong.“ 
Voltaire by Franklin, 
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Dear Friend, 
M* new wife's attachment to books was a 


very fortunate ciroumſtance for us both, 
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as it was not only a perpetual ſource of ratio- 


nal amuſement, but alſo as it tended to pro- 


1 
' 
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mote my trade; her extreme love for books 
made her delight to be in the ſhop, where ſhe 
ſoon became perfectly acquainted with every 
part of it, and (as my ſtock increaſed) with 
other rooms where I kept books; and could 
readily get any article that was aſked for. So 


that when I was out on. buſineſs, my ſhop was 
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well attended; this conſtant attention and good 
uſage procured me many cuſtomers, and I ſoon 


perceived that I could ſell double and treble the 
quantity 
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quantity of books if I had a larger ſtock. But 
how to enlarge it, I knew not, except by flow 
degrees, as my profits ſhould enable me ; for 
as Idas almoſt a ſtranger in London, I had 
but few acquaintances, and theſe few were 
not of the opulent ſort. I alſo ſaw that the 
town abounded with cheats, ſwindlers, &c. 
who under falſe pretences obtained money and 
other property, of which the credulous were 
defrauded, which often prevented me from 
endeavouring to borrow, leſt I ſhould be ſuſ- 
pected of having the ſame bad deſigns. 

Soon after 1 commenced bookſeller, I became 
acquainted with what Pope calls © the nobleſt 
work of God,” an HoNEsT man. This was Mr. 

Jonx DEN Is, an oil-man in Cannon-ſtreet, 
| (father of the preſent Mr. John Denis, Book- 
ſeller.) This gentleman had often viſited me 
during my long illneſs, and having ſeen me 
tranquil and ſerene when on the very point of 
death, he formed a favourable concluſion that 
too muſt be an honeſt man, as J had ſo quiet 


AQ 
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a conſcience at ſuch an awful period. Having 
retained theſe ideas of me after my recovery, 
and being perfectly well acquainted with my 
circumſtances, he one day offered to became 
2 partner in my buſineſs, and to advance mo- 
ney in proportion to my ſtock. This conſfi- 
dential offer I ſoon accepted, early in 1778 he 

became partner, and we very ſoon laid out his 
money in ſecond: hand books, which encreaſed 
the ſtock at once to double. 

I ſoon after this propoſed printing a Sale 
Catalogue, to which, after making a few ob- 
jections, Mr. Denis conſented. This Cata- 
logue of Twelve thouſand volumes (ſuch as 
they were) was publiſhed in 1779. My 
partner's name was not in the title-page, the 
addreſs was only J. LAckINGTON & Co. 
No. 46, Chiſwell-ſtreet, This our firſt pub- 
lication produced very oppoſite effects on thoſe 
who. peruſed it; in ſome it excited much 
mirth, in others an equal proportion of anger. 
The major part of it was written by me, but 


Mr. 
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Mr. Denis wrote many pages of it; and as his 
own private library conſiſted of ſcarce old 
myſtical and alchymical books, printed above 
a century ago, many of them were in bad 
condition; this led him to inſert neat in the 
Catalogue to many articles, which were only 
neat when compared with ſuch as were in 
very bad condition ; ſo that when we produc- 
ed ſuch books as were called neat in our Cata- 
logue, we often got ourſelves laughed at, and 
ſometimes our meat articles were heartily 
damn'd. We had alſo a deal of trouble on 
another ſcore: Mr, Denis inſerted a number 
of articles without the author's names, and 
aſſured me that the books were well known, 
and to mention the authors was often uſeleſs. 
The fact was, Mr. Denis knew who wrote 
thoſe articles; but was ſoon convinced that 
many others did not, as we were often obliged 
to produce them merely to let our cuſtomers ſee 
who were the authors: we however took twenty 
pounds the firſt week the books were on ſale, 


Which 


208 © LIFE OF j. LACKINGTON, BOOKSELLER, 


which we thought a large ſum. The increaſ: 
ſock augmented our cuſtomers in proportion, 
ſo that Mr. Denis finding that his money 
turn'd to a better account in Bookſelling than 
in the Funds, he very ſoon lent the ſtock near 
two hundred pounds, which I ſtill turned to a 
good account.. We went on very friendly and 
proſperouſly for a little more than two years, 
when one night Mr. Denis hinted that he 
thought I was making purchaſes too faſt, on 
which 1 grew warm, and reminded him of 
an article in our partnerſhip agreement 
by which I was to be ſole purchaſer, and 
was at liberty to make what purchaſes | 
ſhould judge proper. I alſo reminded him of 
the profits which my purchaſes produced, and 
he reminded me of his having more money in 
the trade than I had. We were indeed both 
very warm, and on my ſaying, that if he was 
diſpleaſed with any part of my conduct, he was 
at liberty to quit the partnerſhip, he in great 

warmth replied that he would. The above 
: | paſſed 


of ; 
: 7 _ 
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paſſed at Mr. Denis's houſe in Hoxton-ſquare, 
I then bade him good night; when Mr. Des» 
ois called at the ſhop the next day, he aſked 
me if 1 continued in the ſame mind I was in 
the preceding night? I aſſured him that J 
did. He then demanded of me whether I in- 
ſiſted on his keeping his word to quit the 
partnerſhip? 1 replied, I did not %% on it, as 
| had taken him a partner for three years, 
nearly one third part of which time was un» 
expired ; but, I added, that, 1 had always 
found him ſtrictly a man of his word, I ſup- 
poſed he would prove himſelf ſo in the preſent 
inſtance, and not aſſert one thing at night and 
another in the morning. On which he ob- 
ſerved that as he was not provided with a 
ſhop, he muſt take ſome time to look for one. 
told him that he might take as long a time 
as he thought neceſſary. This was in March 
1780. He appointed the twentieth of May, 
following. On that day we accordingly diſ- 
ſolved the partnerſhip, and as he had more 
8 P money 
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money in the trade than myſelf, he took my 
notes for what I was deficient, We parted in 
great friendſhi p, which continued tothe day of 
his death; he generally called every morning to 
ſee us, aud learn our concerns, and we con- 
ſtantly informed him of all that had paſſed the 
preceding day; as how much caſh we had 
taken, what were the profits, what purchaſes 
we had made, what bills we had to pay, &c, 
and he ſometimes lent me money tohelp to pay 
them. 

At his death he left behind him in his pri- 
vate library the beſt collection of ſcarce valua- 
ble, myſtical, and alchymical books that ever 
vas collected by one perſon. In his lifetime 
he prized theſe kind of hooks above every 
thing; in collecting them he never cared 
what price he paid for them. This led him to 
think, after he became a bogkſeller, that other 
book- collectors ſhould pay their money as 
freely as he had done his, which was often 
& ſubject of debate between him and me, as 
1 
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I was for ſelling every thing cheap, in order 
to keep and increaſe our cuſtomers, 

Mr. Denis was, at the time of his death, 
about fifty years of age. He informed me that 
in his childhood and youth he was weakly to 
an extreme, ſo that no one who knew him 
ever thought he could live to be twenty ; 
however he enjoy'd an uninterrupted ſtate of 
health for nearly the laſt thirty years of his 
life; this he aſcribed to his ſtrictly adhering to 
the rules laid down by Cornaro and Tryon 
in their books on Health, Long Life, and 
Happineſs, His unexpected death was in 
conſequence of a fever caught by ſitting in a 
cold damp room. 


2 am, dear friend, 


Your's, &c. 
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LETTER XXVIL 


«© There is a tide in the affairs of men, 

Which taken at the flood leads on to fortune, 

4 Omitted, all the voyage of their life, 

<« ]s bound in ſhallows and in miſeries - 

6 On ſuch a foul ſea are we now afloat, 

< And we muſt take the current when it ſerves, 

* Or loſe our ventures.” | 
Shakeſpear's Julius Czſar, 


Dear Friend, 


I was ſometime in the year ſeventeen hun- 


dred and eighty, that I reſolved from that 
period to give no perſon whatever any credit. 
was induced to make this reſolution from 
various motives : I obſerved that where credit 
was given, moſt bills were not paid within 
{ix months, many not within a twelvemonth, 
and ſome not within two years. Indeed 
many tradeſmen have aceounts of ſeven years 
k ſtanding ; 
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ſtanding; and ſome bills are never paid. The 
loſſes ſuſtained by the intereſt of money in long 
credits, and by thoſe bills that were not paid 
at all ; the inconveniences attending not hav- 
ing the ready- money to lay out in trade to the 
beſt advantage; together with the great loſs 
of time in keeping accounts, and collecting 
debts, convinced me, that if I could but eſtab- 
liſh a ready-money buſineſs, without any ex- 
ceftions, I ſhould be enabled to ſell every arti- 
cle very cheap. When I communicated my 
ideas on this ſubje& to ſome of my acquaint- 
ances, I was much laughed at and ridiculed ; 
| and it was thought, that I might as well 
attempt to rebuild the tower of Babel, as to 
eſtabliſh a large buſineſs without giving credit. 
| But notwithſtanding this diſcouragement, and 
even You, my dear friend, expreſſing your 
doubts of the practicability of my ſcheme, I 
. reſolved to make the experiment; and I began 
it by marking in every book the loweſt price 
that I would take for it ; which being much 
3 lower 
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lower than the common market prices, I not 
only retained my former cuſtomers, but ſoon 
increaſed their numbers. But, my dear ſir, 
you can ſcarce imagine what difficulties I en- 
countered for ſeveral years together. I even 


ſometimes thought of. relinquiſhing this my 


favourite ſcheme. altogether, as by it I Was 


obliged to deny credit to my very acquaintance; 
I was alſo obliged to refuſe it to the moſt. 
reſpectable characters, as no exception was, or 
now is made, not even in favour of Nobility; 
my porters being ſtrictly enjoined, by one 
general order, to bring back all books not 
previouſly paid for, excepting they receive the 
amount on delivery. Again many in the 


country found it difficult to remit ſmall 


ſums that are below Bankers notes, and 
others to whom I was a ſtranger, did not like 
to ſend the money firſt, as not knowing how 
I ſhould treat them, and ſuſpecting by the price 
of the articles, there muſt certainly be ſome 
deception. Many unacquainted with my plan 

of 


of buſineſs, were much offended, until the 
advantages accruing to them from it were 
duly explained, when they very readily ac- 
ceded toit. As to the anger of ſuch, who 
though they were acquainted with it, wese 
ſtill determined to deal on credit only, I con- 
ſidered that as of little conſequence, from an 


opinion that ſome of them would have been 


had credit been given them. | 

Ihad alſo difficulties of another nature to en- 
counter; when firſt I began to ſell very cheap, 
many came to my ſhop prepoſſeſſed againſt 
my goods, and of courſe often ſaw faults 
where none exiſted, ſo that the beſt editions 


editions, and the beſt bindings ſaid to be infe- 
rior workmanſhip, for no other reaſon, but 
becauſe I fold them ſo cheap; and I often re- 
ceived letters from the country, .to know if 
ſuch and ſuch articles were really as I ſtated 
them in my catalogues, and , they REALLY 
= Pg: were 
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as much enraged when their bills were ſent in, | 


— 


were merely from prejudice deemed very bad 
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were the beſt editions, if REALLY in calf; and 
REALLY elegantly biund; and many other 
reallys, Oh my friend! I really was afraid 
for ſome years that I ſhould be really mad with 
vexation. But theſe letters of reallys have for 
years happily ceaſed, and the* public are now 


really and thoroughly convinced that I will 


not aſſert in my catalogues what is not really 
true. But imagine, if you can, what I muſt 
have felt, on hearing the very beſt of goods 
depreciated, on no other account whatever, 
but becauſe they were not charged at a higher 
price. 2 | 5 
It is alſo worth obſerving, that there were 
not wanting among the bookſellers, ſome 
who were mean enough to aſſert that all my 
books were bound in ſheep ; and many other 
unmanly artifices were practiſed, all of which 


ſo far from injuring me, as baſely intended, 


turned to my account ; for when gentlemen 
were brought to my ſhop by their friends, to 
purchaſe ſome trifling article, or were led 


into 
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into it by curioſity, they were often very much 


ſurpriſed to ſee many thouſand volumes in ele- 


eant and ſuperb bindings. The natural con- | 


cluſion was, that if I had not held forth to 
the Public better terms than others, I ſhould 


not have been ſo much envied. So that whe- 


ther I am righteous or not, all theſe afflic- 


tions have worked together for my good. But 


I aſſure you, that my temporal ſalvation was 
not effected without conditions.. As every 
envious tranſaction was to me an additional 
ſpur to exertion, 1 am therefore not a little 
indebted to Meſſrs. Envy, DETR ACTION, and 
Co for my preſent proſperity ; though I aſ- 
ſure vou, this is the only debt I am determin- 


ed not to pay. Iam, 


dear friend, yours, &c. 
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LETTER XXIX. 


„ Conſtant at Shop and Change, his gains were ſure: 
His givings rare; ſave half -· pence to the poor.“ 


Dear Friend, 

IN the firſt three years aftet I refuſed to give 
credit to any perſon, my buſineſs increaſed 
much, and as the whole of my profit (after 
paying all expences) was laid out in books, 
my ſtock. was continually enlarged, ſo that 
my Catalogues in the year Seventeen hundred 
and eighty- four, were very much augmented 
in ſize. The firſt contained Twelve thouſand, 
and the ſecond thirty thouſand volumes: this 
increaſe was not merely in numbers, but alſo 
in value, as a very great part of theſe volumes 
were better, that is, books of an higher price. 
But notwithſtanding the great increaſe of my 
buſineſs, I ſtill met with many difficulties on 


account 


- 
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0 
account of my ſelling books cheap; one of theſe 


] confeſs I did not foreſee : as the more con- 
vinced the public were of my acting ſtrictly 
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conformable to the plan I had adopted, the more 


* 
— — 
— 


this objection gained ground, and even to the 


A 
r 
— — 


preſent day is not entirely done away. This diffi- 


cultywas, In making private purchaſes of hbra- 


— 
— 


— 


riesand parcels of books, many of my cuſtomers | 


for ſeveral years had no objection to buying of 


me becauſe I fold cheap, but were not equally 
inclined to /e!! me ſuch books as they had no 
uſe for, or libraries that were left them at the 
death of relations, &c. They reaſoned (very 
plauſibly, it muſt be confeſſed) thus: Lack- 
„ ington ſells very cheap; he therefore will 
* not give much for what is offered him for 
„ ſale, I will go to thoſe who {ell very dear; 
* as the more they {ſell their books for, the 
more they can afford to give for them,” 


This mode of reaſoning, however ſpecious 
it ſeems at firſt, will on due reflection appear 


nugatorx and erroneous, for the following rea- 
ſons: 1 
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I believe no one ever knew or heard of x 
covetous man that would ſell his goods eheop : 
But every one has heard of ſuch characters 


ſelling very dear; and when a covetous per- 


| fon makes a purchaſe, is it likely that he 
ſhould offer a generous price? Does he not 


when buying poſſeſs the ſame avaritious tem- 
per as when felling? And on the other 
hand, I cannot help thinking (I am aware of 


the inference) that one who has been con- 


ſtantly ſelling cheap for a ſeries of years muſt 


poſſeſs fome degree of generoſity ; and that 
this diſpoſition has prevailed in me when I 
have been called to purchaſe libraries or par- 
cels of books, thouſands in the three king- 
doms can witneſs. And however p.radoxical 


it may appear, I will add, that I can afford 


to give more for books now, than 1 could if 


I fold them much dearer. For, were I to ſell 


them dear, I ſhould be ten times longer in 


| ſelling them ; and the warehouſe-room, in- 


ſurance from fire, and the intereſt of the 


_ money 
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money lying long in a dead ſtock, would pre- 
vent my giving' a _ price when books 
were offered for fale. "73 


But it did not appear in this point of view 


to the public in the more early ſtages of my 
buſinefs, until being often ſent for after other 
bookſellers had made offers for libraries, and 
finding that I would give more than they had 
offered, it was communicated from one to ano- 
ther until it became publickly known ; and the 
following method which I adopted ſome years 
| fince has put the matter beyond the ſhadow 
of a doubt. | 
When I am called upon to purchaſe any libra- 
ry or parcel of books, either myſelf or my aſ- 


fiſtants carefully examine them, and if deſired” 


to fix a price, I mention at a word the utmoſt 
that I will give for them, which I always 
take care ſhall be as much as any bookſeller 
can afford to give : but if the ſeller entertains 
any doubt reſpecting, the price offered, and 
chooſes to try other bookſellers, he pays me 
five 
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five per cent. for valuing the books; and as 
he knows what J have valued them at, he 
tries among the trade, and when he finds that 
he cannot get any greater ſum offered, On re- 
turning to me, he not only receives the price 
J at firſt offered, but alſo a return of the five 
per cent. which was paid me for the valua- 
tion. 

But to ſuch as fix a price on their own 
books I make no charge, 

This equitable mode I have the pleaſure 
to find has given the public the utmoſt ſatis- 
faction. 

I ͤ am, 


Dear Friend, Your's, &c. 


\ 
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LETTER xx 


25 ” + 
ON TIS, OE tl ge 


« Behold, Sir Balaam, now a man of ſpirit, | 
Aſeribes his gettings to his parts and merit.“ | l 
Pope. 


Dear Fricnd, 
WV HEN I was firſt initiated into the vari- 


g ous manceuvres practiſed by bookſellers, - 
| I found it cuſtomary among them, (which 
practice ſtill continues) that when any books 11 
had not gone off ſo rapidly as expected, or ſo = 4 0 
faſt as to pay for keeping them in ſtore, they ii 
would put what remained of ſuch articles into 
private ſales, where only bookſellers are ad- 
mitted, and of them only ſuch as were in- 
vited by having a catalogue ſent them. - At 


f g — 2 = 
— « — 2 — — 
2 — — —— 
en Is Ong ee A ts, 
— "SS * — 
5 -— p — EET 


| 
'H# 
one of theſe ſales I have frequently ſeen | 1 4 
Seventy or eighty thouſand volumes ſold after i 
dinner, including books of every deſcription, 


good, 
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bad and indifferent ; by this means they were 
diſtributed through the trade. 

When firſt invited to theſe Trade-ſales, ] 
was very much ſurpriſed to learn, that it was 
common for ſuch as purchaſed remainders, to 
deſtroy one half or three fourths .of ſuch 
books, and to charge the full publication price, 


or nearly that, for ſuch as they kept on hand; 
for a ſhort time I] cautiouſly complied with 


this cuſtom. 

But I ſoon began to refleX that many of- 
theſe books ſo deſtroyed, poſſeſſed much me- 
rit, and only wanted to be better known ; and 
that if others were not worth ſix ſhillings, they 
were worth three or two, and ſo in proportion 
for hig r or lo ver priced books. 

From that time I reſolved not to deſtroy 
any books that were worth ſaving, but to ſell 
them off at half, or a quarter of the publi- 
cation prices. By ſelling them in this cheap 


manner, I have diſpoſed of many hundred 


thouſand volumes, many thouſands of which 
have 
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have been intrinſically worth their original 
prices. This part of my conduct, however, 
though evidently highly beneficial to the com- 
munity, created me many enemies among the 


trade; ſome of the meaner part of whom, in- 


ſtead of attending to the increaſe of their own 


buſineſs, aimed at reducing mine; and by a 


7 
variety of pitiful inſinuations and dark inu- 
endoes, ſtraining every nerve to injure the 


reputation I had already acquired with the 


Public, determined, (as they wiſely conclud- , 


ed) thus to effect my ruin; which indeed 
they daily prognoſticated, with a demon-like 


ſpirit, muſt inevitably very ſpeedily follow. 


This q conduct, however, was far from inti- 


midating me, as the effect proved directly op- 
poſite to what they expected, and I found 


the reſpect and confidence of the Public con- | 


tinually increaſing, which added very conſi- 


derably to the number of my cuſtomers: It 


being an unqueſtionable fact, that before I 


adopted this plan, great numbers of perſons 
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were very defirous of poſſeſſiug ſome particu- 
lar books, for which however (from various 
motives) they were not inclined to pay the 
original price; as ſome availed themſelves of 
the opportunity of borrowing from a friend, 
or from a circulating library, or having once 
read them, though they held the works in 
eſteem, might deem them too dear to purchaſe, 
or they might have a copy by them, which 


from their own and family's frequent uſe, (or 


lending to friends) might not be in ſo good 


a condition as they could wiſh, though rather 
than purchaſe them again at the full price, 
they would keep thoſe they had; or again, 
they might be deſirous to purchaſe them to 
make preſents of; or they might have a com- 


miſſion from a correſpondent j in the country, 


or abroad, and wiſh to gain a ſmall profit on 


the articles for their trouble. 


Thouſands of others have been effectually 


prevented from purchaſing, (though anxious 
ſo to do) whoſe circumſtances in life would 


not 


* 
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not permit them to pay the full price, and 
thus were totally excluded from the advantage 
of improving their underſtandings, and en- 
joying a rational entertainment. And you 
may be aſſured, that it affords me the moſt 
pleaſing ſatisfaction, independent of the emo- 
luments which have accrued to me from this 
plan, when I reflect what prodigious numbers 
in inferior or reduced ſituations of life, have 
been eſſentially benefited in conſequence of 
being thus enabled to | indulge their natural 
propenſity for the acquiſition of knowledge, on 
eaſy terms: nay I could almoſt be vain enough 
to aſſert, that I have thereby been highly in- 
ſtrumental in diffuſing that general deſire for 
READING, now ſo prevalent among the inferior 
orders of ſociety ; which moſt certainly, if it 
does not prove equally inſtructive to all, keeps 
them from employing their time and money, 
if not to bad, at leaſt to leſs rational purpoſes: 

How happy ſhould I. have deemed myſelf 
in the earlier ſtage of my life, if 1 could have 


Q 2 met 
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met with the opportunity which every one 
capable of reading may now enjoy, of obtain- 
ing books at ſo eaſy a rate! Had that been 
the caſe, the Catalogue of my juvenile Library, 
with which I preſented you in a former letter, 
would have made a more reſpectable appear- 
ance, and I might poſſibly have been enabled 
when [ purchaſed Young's Night Thoughts 
for a Chriſtmas dinner, to have at the ſame 
time bought a joint of meat, and thus enjoyed 
both a mental and corporeal feaſt, as well as 
pleaſed. my wife, (which I need not inform 
you the ladies ſay every good huſband ought 
to do.) But after all, quere, Whether if 1 
had enjoyed ſuch an advantage, ſhould I ever 
have thought of commencing bookſeller ? If 
not, ſhould I have been the great man I now 
feel myſelf, and 1 hope you acknowledge me 
to be? Though Iam till, and ever ſhall be 
happy 3 in declaring myſelf, 
my dear friend, 
moſt ſincerely yours, &c. 
xr- 
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LETTER XXXI. 


« Thoſe who would learning's glorious kingdom find, 

« The dear-bought treaſure of the trading mind, 

« From many dangers muſt themſelves acquit, 

«© And more than Scylla and Charybdis meet. 

« Oh! what an ocean muſt be voyag'd o'er, 

« To gain a proſpect of the ſhining ftore ! 

« Reſiſting rocks oppoſe th' enquiring ſoul, 

« And adverſe waves retard it as they roll. 

% The little knowledge now which man obtains, 

“ From outward objects and from ſenſe he gains; 

© He like a wretched ſlave muſt plod and ſweat, 

“By days muſt toil, by night that toll repeat, 

“And yet, at laſt, what little fruit he gains, 

« A beggar's harveſt glean'd with mighty pains!“ 
Pomfret. 


Dear Friend, 


ALTHOUGH | the reſult of the plan which 

I adopted ſor reducing the price of books, 
as mentioned in my laſt, was a vaſt increaſe 
of purchaſers, yet at the ſame time I found a 
prodigious accumulation of my expences ; 


23 „ which 
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which will not appear ſtrange, when I inform 
you that I made proportionably large pur- 
chaſes, ſuch as two hundred copies of one 
| book, three hundred of another, five hun- 
dred of a third, a thouſand of a fourth, two 
_ thouſand of a fifth, nay ſometimes I have 
purchaſed fix thouſand copies of one book, 
and at one time I had no leſs than TEN THou- 
SAND cop IEs of Watts's Pſalms, and the ſame 
number of his Hymns in my poſſeſſion. In ad- 
dition to theſe, I purchaſed very large numbers 
of many thouſand different articles, at trade- 
ſales of all ſorts, as bankrupt ſales, ſales of 
ſuch as had retired from buſineſs, others cauſed 
by deaths of bookſellers, ſales to reduce large 
| ſocks, annual ſales, &c. &c. not to reckon 
thoſe purchaſed of authors and town and coun- 
bookſellers, by private contract, &e. to a very 
conſiderable amount. My expences were alſo ex- 
ceedingly increaſed by the neceſſity I was under 
of keeping each article in a variety of different 
kinds of bindings, to ſuit the various taſtes of 
my 
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my cuſtomers: Beſides paying my bills for the 


above, I was always obliged to find ready mo- 


ney to pay for libraries and parcels of ſecond- 
hand books, which after a while poured in 
upon me from town and country. So that I 
often look back with aſtoniſhment at my 


coyrage (or temerity, if you pleaſe) in pur- 


chaſing, and my wonderful ſucceſs in taking 
money ſufficient to pay the extenſive de- 
mands that were perpetually made upon me, 


as there is not another inſtance of ſucceſs fo 


rapid and conſtant under ſuch circumſtances. 


Some indeed there have been, who for two 


or three years, purchaſed away very faſt, but 


could not perſevere, as they were unable to 


ſell with equal rapidity : for no one that has 
not a quick ſale can poſſibly ſucceed with 


large numbers. For ſuppoſing that a book- 


ſeller expends a thouſand pounds in the pur- 
chaſe of four articles (I have often done that 
in one article) and theſe are bought at a quar- 
ter the uſual price, the intereſt of the money 


18 * pounds a year; beſides which ſome al- 


lowance 
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lowance muſt be made for warehouſe-room, 
inſurance from fire, &c. ſo that granting he 
might ſell a few of each article every year at 
four times the pricehe firſt gave for them, yet 
he does not ſell enough to pay the intereſt 
and other expences of thoſe that remain, he is, 
after all, on the loſing ſide; which has been 
the caſe with the major part of ſuch as have 
purchaſed a large number of one book. 

For feveral years together I thought I ſhould 


be obliged to deſiſt from purchaſing a large 


number of any one article; for although by 
not giving any credit I was enabled to ſell 
very cheap, yet the heavy ſtock of books in 


ſheets often diſheartened me, ſo that I more 


than once reſolved to leave off purchaſing all 


ſuch articles where the number was very large. 


But, ſfomehuw or other, a torrent of buſineſs 


ſuddenly poured in upon me on all ſides, ſo 


that I very ſoon forgot my reſolution of not 
making large purchaſes, and now find my ac- 
count in firmly 1 to that method: and 
_— 
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being univerſally known for making large 
purchaſes, moſt of the Trade in town and 
country, and alſo authors of every deſcription 
are continually furniſhing me with opportuni- 
ties. In this branch of trade it is next to im- 


poſſible for me ever to have any formidable 


rivals, as it requires an uncommon exertion, 
25 well as very uncommon ſucceſs, and that 
for many years together, to riſe to any great 
degree of eminence in that particular line. 
This ſucceſs muſt be attained too, without the 
aid of novelty, which I found to be of very great 
ſervice to me : And ſhould any perſon begin on 
my plan and ſucceed extremely well, he could 
never ſuperſede me, as I am ſtill enlarging my 
buſineſs every year, and the more it is ex- 
tended the cheaper I can afford to ſell ; ſo that 
though I may be purſued, I cannot be overtak- 
en, except I ſhould (as ſome others have done) 
be ſo infatuated and blinded by proſperity, as 
to think that the Public would continue their 
favors, even though the plan of buſineſs were 

reverſed, 


— — — - 
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reverſed. But as the firſt king of Bohemia 
kept his country ſhoes by him, to remind him 
from whence he was taken, I have put a mot- 
to on the doors of my carriage, conſtantly 
to remind me to what I am indebted for wy 
proſperity, viz. 
& SMALL PROFITS DO GREAT THINGS.” 
or as it has been Kindly written for me, 
Small profits DOES great things.” 
And I aflure you, Sir, that reflecting on the 
means by which the carriage was procured 
adds not a little to the pleaſure of riding in it. 
I believe J may, without being deemed cenſo- 
rious; aſſert, that there are ſome who ride in 
their carriages, who cannot refle& on the means 
by which they were acquired with an equal 
degree of ſatisfaCtion to that experienced by, 
| | Dear Friend, yours, &c. 


E 1. 
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LETTER XIXIL 


« Booxs, of all earthly things my chief delight; | 
« My exerciſe by day, and dreams by night ; 
«© Diſpaſſion'd maſters, friends without deceit, 
«© Who flatter not; companions ever ſweet ; 
« With whom I'm always cheerful, from whom riſe, 
« Improv'd and better, if not good and wiſe ; | 
« Grave, faithful counſellors, who all excite, 
« Inſtruct, and ſtrengthen to behave aright ; 
« Admoniſh us, when fortune makes her court, 
« And when ſhe's abſent, ſolace and ſupport. 
© Happy the man to whom ye are well known, 
« *'Tis his own fault if ever he's alone.“ 

Anonymous, 


Dear Friend, 
Ir has been aſked, times innumerable, how I : 
acquired a tolerable degree of knowledge, ſo 
as to enable me to form any ideas of the merits 
or demerits of books . or how I became ſuffi- 
ciently acquainted with the prices that books 
were commonly ſold for, ſo as to be Able to buy 


and 
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and ſell ; particularly books in the learned 
and foreign languages. Many have thought 
that from the beginning I always kept ſhop- 
men to furniſh me with inſtructions neceſſary 
to carry on my buſineſs; but you and all my 
old friends and acquaintances well know that 
not to have been the cafe ; as for the firſt thir- 
teen years after I became a bookſeller, I never 
had one ſhopman that knew any thing of the 
worth of books, or how to write a ſingle page 
of a catalogue properly, much leſs to compile 
the whole. 1 always wrote them myſelf, ſo 
long as my health would permit: Indeed J con- 
tinued the practice for years after my health 
was much impaired by too conſtant an appli- 
cation to that and reading - and when I was at 
laſt obliged to give up writing them, I for ſeve- 
ral catalogues ſtood by and dictated to others 
even to the preſent time I take ſome little part 
in their compilation; and as I ever did, I ſtill 
continue to fix the price to every book, except 


I am out of town. I have now many aſſiſtants 


in 
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in my ſhop, who can compile catalogues, buy, 
ſell, and in ſhort tranſact the major part of 
my buſineſs. | | 

As to the little knowledge of literature I 
poſſeſs, I acquired that by dint of application. 
In the beginning I attached myſelf very cloſe- 
ly to the ſtudy of divinity and moral philoſo- 
phy; ſo that I became tolerably acquainted 
with all the points controverted between the 
Divines; after having read the great cham- 
pions for Chriſtianity, I next read the works of 
Lord Herbert, Tindal, Chubb, Morgan, Collins, 
Woolſton, Annet, Mandeville, Shafteſbury, 
Bolingbroke, Williams, Voltaire, and many 
other Free-thinkers. I have alſo read moſt 
of our Engliſh poets, and the beſt tranſlations 
of the Greek, Latin, Italian and French poets ; 
nor did I omit Hiſtory, Voyages, Travels, 
Natural Hiſtory, Biography, &c. At one 
time it was my intention to learn French, but 
as ſoon as I was enabled to make out and 
abridge title-pages, fo as to inſert them right 


in 
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in my catalogues, I left off for what appeared 
to me more pleaſing as well as more neceſſary 
purſuits ; conſidering that as I began ſo late 
in life, and had probably but a very ſhort 
period to live, I had no time to beſtow on the 
attainment of languages. I therefore content- 
ed myſelf with reading all the tranſlations of 
the claſſics, and inſerting the originals in my 
Catalogues as well as I could ; and when 
ſometimes I happened to put the Genitive or 
Dative caſe inſtead of the Nominative or 
Accuſalive, my cuſtomers kindly conſidered 
this as a venial fault, which they readily 
pardoned, and bought the books notwith- 
ſtanding. N 

As I have indefatigably uſed my beſt en- 
deavours to acquire knowledge, I never thought 
I had the ſmalleſt reaſon to be aſhamed on ac- 
count of any deficiency, eſpecially as I never 
made pretenſions to great erudition, or affect- 
ed to poſſeſs what I knew I was deficient 
Dr. Young's couplet, you will therefore think 
| _ equally 


1 
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equally applicable to many others as well as 
myſelf: 
« Unlearned men of books aſſume the care, 


«Ad cunuchs are the guardians of the fair. 
Love of Fame. 


I had like to have forge to inform you, 


that I have alſo read moſt of our beſt plays, 
and am ſo fond of the Theatre, that in the 


winter ſeaſon I have often been at Drury-lane 
or Covent-garden four or five evenings in a 
week, Another great ſource of amuſement 
s well as knowledge, I have met with in 
reading almoſt all the beſt novels; by the 
bf, I mean thoſe written by Cervantes, 
| ielding, Smollet, Richardſon, Miſs Burney, 
oltaire, Sterne, Le Sage, Goldſmith, and 
thers. And 1 have often thought, with Field- 
ag, that ſome of thoſe publications have given 
a more genuine hiſtory of Man, in what 
re called Romances, than is ſometimes to be 
vund under the more reſpectable titles of Hiſ- 
y, Biography, &c. « | 


In 
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In order to obtain ſome ideas in Aſtronomy, 
Geography, EleQricity, Pneumatics, &c. |] 
attended a few lectures given by the late very 
eminent Mr. Ferguſon, the preſent ingenious 
Mr. Walker, and others; and for ſome time 
ſeveral gentlemen ſpent two or three-evening; 
in a week at my houſe, for the purpoſe of im- 
provement in ſcience. At theſe meetings we 


made the beſt uſe of our time with globes, 


teleſcopes, microſcopes, electrical machines, 
air pumps, air guns, a good bottle of wine, and 
other philoſophical inſtruments— 

The mention of which revives in my me- 
mory the loſs I ſuſtained by the premature 
death of a worthy philoſophical friend, whom 


you have met, when you occaſionally did us 


the honor of making one of the evening par- 
ty, and benefiting us by your inſtructions. 


could ſay much in his praiſe, but ſhall for- 


bear, as another friend, who was alſo one of 
this I may truly ſay) rational aſſembly has 
_—_— what I think a juſt character 0 

him, 


—— 
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him, free from that fulſome panegyric which 
too often degrades thoſe it is meant to cele- 
brate, and eonveys to all who knew the par- 
ties, the idea of having been deſigned as a 


burleſque. inſtead of an encomium ; however, 


as you may not have ſeen it (though in 
print) and it will engroſs but a very little 


411 

of your time to * I ſhall here "_ leave ö 
to inſert it. bp | | 
„On Sunday, May 24, oth died at his . 

« houſe in Worſhip- ſtreet, Moorfields, aged * | a 
** Mr. Ralph Tinley; one who had not 1 1 
« dignity of birth or elevated rank in life to 


*« boaſt of, but who poſſeſſed what is far ſu- 
« perior to either, a ſolid underſtanding, 
mia ble manners, a due ſenſe of religion, 
* and an induſtrious diſpoſition. Inſtead of 
=> riches, Providence blefled him with a good | 
* ſhare of health, and a mind contented with 
an humble fituation. Thoſe hours which 
* he could ſpare from a proper attention to 
the duties of a huſband and a father, and 
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& manual labour as a ſhoemaker, were incel. 
« ſantly employed i in the improvement of his 
* mind in various branches of ſcience; in 
% many of which he attained a proficiency, 
e totally diveſted of that affectation of ſuperi-. 
« ority which little minds aſſume. - Theſe 
qualities rendered him reſpected by all who 
knew him, as an intelligent man, and a 
moſt agreeable companion. Among other 


acquiſitions, ENTOMOLOGY was his pecu- 


lar delight. Thus far the proſpect is pleaſ- 


ing. It is a painful taſk to add, that this 
<« amiable perſon fell a victim to an unhappy 
error in taking a medicine. The evening 
= previous to his deceaſe he ſpent in a Philoſo- 
« phical Society, of which he had many years 
been a member, and where his attendance 
had been conſtant ; but finding himſelf in- 
% diſpoſed, he in the morning early had re- 


e courſc to a phial of antimonial wine, which 


% had long been in his poſſeſſion, and of 


oy which only a {mall part remained. This, 


6 molt 


. f / 
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{ 
% moſt unfortunately ! he ſwallowed ; and it 


2 having by long maceration, acquired an 
« extraordinary degree of ſtrength, and being 
« rendered turbid by mixing with the metal- 
lic particles, it produced the effect of a 


violent poiſon, occaſioning almoſt inſtan- 


« taneous death. May his fate prove a warn- 
ing to others to be careful how they ven- 
* ture to confide in their own judgement in 
« ſo intricate a ſcience as medicine Eis va- - 
luable cabinet of inſects, both foreign and 
« domeſtic, ſuppoſed to be one of the com- 
* pleteſt (of a private collection) in the king- 
dom, all ſcientifically arranged with pecu- 
« lar neatneſs, and in the fineſt preſervation, 
* will (if it falls into proper hands, ) remain 
%a monument of his knowledge and ap- 
« plication.” — But to proceed. | 
[ cannot help regretting the diſadvantages I 
labor under by having been deprived of the 
benefits of an early education, as it is a loſs 
can ſcarcely be repaired, in any ſituation. How 
KR 2-- much 
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much more difficult then was it for me to 
attain any degree of proficiency, when in. 
volved in the concerns of a large buſineſs ? 


And without learning, genius finks again 


&« Without a genius learning ſoars in vain, - 
«© Their force united, crowns the weapons = | 


Elphinſton's Horace, 
The inſtructions that I received from men and 
books were often like the ſeeds fown amon? 
thorns, the cares of the world choked them, 
So that although I underſtand a little of many 
branches of literature, yet my knowledge is, a- 
ter all, I freely confeſs, but ſuperficial ; which 
indeed I need not have told you. However, 
ſuperficial as it is, it not only affords me an 
endleſs ſource of pleaſure,” but it has been of 
very great uſe to me in buſineſs, as it enabled 
me to put a value on thouſands of articles, 
before I knew what ſuch books were com- 
monly ſold at: 'tis true I was ſometimes 
miſtaken, and have ſold a very great number 
of different articles much lower than J ought, 
even on my own plan of ſelling very cheap, 
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vet that gave me no concern; But if I 
found out that I had (as ſometimes was the 
caſe) ſold any articles too dear, .it gave me 
much uneaſineſs; for whether I had any other 
motives I will leave to fuch as are ac- 


quainted with me to determine, but I reaſon- 
cd thus; If I ſell a book too dear, I perhaps 
| Joſe that cuſtomer and his friends for ever; 
but if I fell articles conſiderably under their 
real value, the purchaſer will come again and 
recommend my ſhop to his. acquaintances, ſo 
that from the principles of ſelf-intereſt I would 
ſell cheap; I always was inclined to reaſon in 
this manner, and nine years ſince a very tri- 
fling circumſtance operated much upon my 
mind and fully convinced me my judgment 
was right on that head. Mrs. Lackington had 
bought a piece of linen to make me ſome 
ſhirts; when the linen-draper's man brought 
it into my ſhop, three ladies were preſent, and 
on ſeeing the cloth opened, aſked Mrs. L. what 
it coſt per yard: on being told the price, they 
R 3 | all 
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all ſaid it was very cheap, and each lady went 
and purchaſed the ſame quantity, to make 
ſhirts for their huſbands, thoſe pieces wer: 
again diſplay d to their acquaintances, fo that 
the linen-draper got a deal of cuſtom from 
that very circumſtance; and I reſolved to do 
likewiſe. However trifling this anecdote may 
appear, you will pardon me for introducing 
it, when you reflect that it was productive of 
very beneficial conſequences, and that many 
great effects have ariſcn from as trivial cauſes 


Jam, dear friend, yours, &c. 


LEI- 


7 - 
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« —— Honeſt Engliſhmen, who never were abroad, 
« Like England only, and its Taſte applaud. 
« Strife ſtill ſubſiſts, which yields the better gout; 
Books or the world, the many or the few. 
% True Taſte to me is by this touch-ſtone known, 
« That's always beſt that's neareſt to my own.“ 
Man of Taſte, 


Dear Friend, 


T has been long ſince remarked, that a per- 


| ſon may be well acquainted with books, 
or in other words, may bea very learned man, 


and yet remain almoſt totally ignorant of men 


{ſyſtems of Law, Government, &c. have been 
{pun out of the prolific brains of the learned, 
which have only ſerved to amuſe others as 


learned and as unacquainted with mankind as 
5 the 


and manners. Hence many fine chimerical 
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the authors, and have frequently produced a 


number of Replies, Obſervations, ſevere, (not 


to ſay ſcurrilous) Criticiſms, and new Syl- 
tems and Hypotheſes ; theſe again gave-birth 
to freſh Remarks, &c. ad—— (infinitum, | 


was going to ſay—but I beg pardon, having 
. promiſed to give you no more Latin.) Theſe 


learned men, after tiring themſelves and the 
Public, have too often left them juſt as wiſe 
on the ſubje& as when they began. The 
reading and ſtudying of Hiſtory, Voyages, 
Travels, &c. will no doubt contribute much 
to that kind of knowledge, but will not alone 
be ſufficient. In order to become a proficient 
in that uſeful branch of knowledge, mar, 
KNow THYSELF!' was a precept of the an- 
tient philoſophers. But 1 can ſcarce think 
It pofiible for any man to be well acquainted 
with himſelf, without his poſſeſſing a tole- 
rable degree of knowledge of the reſt of 
mankind. In the former part of my life l 
ſaw a deal of what is called Job life, and be- 

came 


BA 
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came acquainted with the cuſtoms, manners, 


diſpoſitions, prejudices, &c. of the labouring 
b part of the community, in various cities, towns 
and villages; for years paſt, I have ſpent 
ſome of my leiſure hours among that clafs 
of people who are called opulent or genteol 
tradeſmen ; nor have I been totally excluded 
from higher circles ; but among all the ſcheols 


where the knowledge of mankind is to be ac- 


quired, I know of none equal to that of a 


bookseller”s hop, eſpecially if the maſter is of 


an inquiſitive and communicative turn, and 


is in a conſiderable line of buſineſs : His {hop - 


will then be a place of reſort for men, wor 


men, and children, of various nations, and of : 


as various capacities, diſpoſitions, Kc. 
Io adduce a few inftances by way af illuſ- 


tration ; — Here you may find an old Bawd 
inquiring for The Counteſs of Hunting- 


don's Hymn-book ; an old worn-out Rake, 
for « Harris's Liſt of Covent-garden Ladies; - 4 
"__ Simon, for the Art of writing Love- 


letter 8 3 
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letters; and my lady's maid, for © Ovid's 
Art of love ;” a doubting Chriſtian, for“ The 
Crumbs of Comfort ;” and a practical Ani; 
nomian, for Eton's Honeycomb of Free 
Juſtification ;"* the pious Church-woman, for 
* the Week's Preparation ;” and the Athei/, 
for Hammond's Letter to Dr. Prieſtley 5 
the Mathematician, for Sanderſon's Flux- 
ions;” and the Beau, for „The Toilet of 
Flora;“ the Courtier, for Machiavel's Prince, 
or Burke on the Revolution in France ;” 
and a Republican, for © Paine's Rights of 
Man ;” the poor Politician, wants * The 
Hiſtory of Wat Tyler,“ or of * The Fiſher- 
man of Naples ;” and an old Penfioner, calls 


for The Hiſtory of the Wars of glorious 
Queen Anne ;” the Critic calls for “ Baylc's 


Hiſtorical Dictionary — Blair's Lectures 
Johnſon's Lives of the Poets, and the laſt 


month's reviews;” and my Barber wants the 
Seſſions Paper, or the Trial of John the 
Painter :” the Free-Thinker aſks for Hume's 

- Efſays, 
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Eſſays; and the young Student, for Le- 
land's View of Deiſtical writers ; the F or tune- 
teller wants · Salmon's Soul of Aſtrology,” 
or © Sanderſon's Secrets of Palmiſtry; and 
the Sceptic wants Cornelius Agrippa's Va- 
nity of the Arts and Sciences ;” an /d har- 
dened Sinner, wants Bunyan's Good News 
for the vileſt of men;” and a moral Chri ſtian 
wants The whole Duty of Man;“ the 
Roman Catholic wants The Lives of the 
Saints ;”” the Proteſtant wants . Fox's Book 


of Martyrs ;'* one aſks for An Account of 


Animal Magnetiſm ;” another for The 
victorious Philoſopher's Stone diſcover'd ;” 
one wants The Death of Abel;“ another 
deſires to have The Spaniſh Rogue ;” one 


wants an Ecclefiaſtical Hiſtory ;” another, 


„The Tyburn Chronicle; one wants © John- 
ſon's Lives of the Highwaymen ;” another 
wants 4 Gibbons's Lives of pious Women ;” 
Miſs 


and a young Divine for Juliet Grenville, a 


- 


novel ;” 


þ calls for Homer in greek ;” 
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novel; whilſt the venerable Philoſopher, 
Drinks larger draughts of the Pyrenean ſpring, 
And likes a taſte of every Go THING. 

But it would be an endleſs taſk to fet down 
the various and oppoſite articles that are con- 
ſtantly called for in my ſhop. To talk to theſe 
different purſuers after happineſs, or amufe- 
ment, has given me much pleafure, and 
afforded me ſome knowledge of mankind, 
and alſo of Books: and to hear the debates 
that frequently occur between the different 
purchaſers 1 is a fine amuſement; ſo that I have 
ſometimes compared my ſhop to aſtage. And 
I aſſure you that a variety of characters, ſtrong- 
ly mark'd conſtantly make their appearance. 

Would my health permit my couftant at- 
tendance, I ſhould prefer it, to every thing 
in life, and you may recolle& that for ſome 
years I ſought no other amuſement whatever. 

Having been long habituated to make re- 


marks oh whatever I ſaw or heard, is another 


| * why I have ſucceeded ſo well in my 


buſi- 
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buſineſs. T have for the laſt ſeven years ſucceſ- 
fively told my acquaintances before the year 
began, how much money I ſhould take in the 
| courſe of it, without once failing of tak- 


ing the ſum mentioned. 1 formed my judg- 
ment by obſerving what kind of ſtock in trade 


had in hand, and by conſidering how that ſtock 
was adapted to the different taſtes and purſuits 
of the times ; in doing this I was obliged to 


be pretty well informed of the ſtate of politics 85 


in Europe, as I have always found that Book- 
felling is much affected by the political ſtate 
of affairs. For as mankind are in ſearch of 
amuſement, they often take the firſt that of- 
fers; ſo that if there is auy thing in the 
news- papers of conſequence, that draws many 


to the coffee-houſe, where they chat away | 
the evenings, inſtead of viſiting the ſhops of 


Bookſellers (as they ought to de, no doubt) or 
reading at home. The beſt time for Book- 
ſelling, 1 is when theres. is no kind of news ſtir- 
ng; ; then many of thoſe who for months 
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would have done nothing but talk of war or 
peace, revolutions, and counter-revolutions, 
&c. &c, for want of other amuſement will 
have recourſe to Books; ſo that I have often 
experienced that the report of a war, or the 
tryal of a great man, or indeed any ſubject 
that attracts the public attention, has been 
ſome hundreds of pounds out of my pocket 


in a few weeks. 


Before I conclude th s letter, I cannot help 


obſerving, that the ſale of books in general has 
increaſed prodigiouſly within the laſt twenty 
years. According to the beſt eſtimation 1 
have been able to make, I ſuppoſe that more 
than four times the number of books are ſold 


now than were fold twenty years ſince. The 


Poorer ſort of farmers, and even the poor coun- 
try people in general, who before that period 
ſpent their winter evenings in relating ſtories 
of witches, ghoſts, hobgoblins, &c. now 
ſhorten the nights by hearing their ſons and 
daughters read tales, romances, &c. and on 


entering 


2 1 f b 
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entering their houſes, you may ſee Tom Jones, 
Roderick. Random, and other entertaining 
books ſtuck up on their bacon racks, &c. 
and if John goes to town with a load of hay, 
he is charged to be ſure not to forget to bring 


home ** Peregrine Pickle's adventures; and 


when Dolly is ſent to market to ſell her eggs 
the is commiſſioned to purchaſe *« The hiſtory 
In ſhort all ranks and 
degrees now READ. But the moſt rapid in- 
creale of the ſale of books has been ſince the 


termination of the late war. 


of Pamela Andrews.” 


A number of book-clubs are alſo formed 1 


every part of England, where each member 


ſubſcribes a certain ſum quarterly to purchaſe 


Books; in ſome of theſe clubs the Books after 
they have been read by all the ſubſcribers, are 
ſold among them to the higheſt bidders, andthe 
money produced by ſuch ale, i is expended in 
freſh purchaſes, by which prudent and ju- 
dicious mode, each member has it in his pow- 
er to become poſſeſſed of the work of any par- 
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ticular zithior he may Judge deſerving a ſupe- 


if fo rational a plan had not been adopted. 


| moſt parts of England, which will accelerate 
the diffuſſion of knowledge among the lower 


Here permit me earneſtly to call on every - 


—— — — 4 * 
; . 


= We ERIE, — 
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rior degree of attention; and the members at 
large enjoy the advantage of a continual ſuc. 
ceſſion of different publications, inſtead of 
being reſtricted to a repeated peruſal of the 


ſame authors; which muſt have been the caſe 


The Sunday- Schools are ſpreading very faſt in 


claſſes of the. community, and in a very few 
years exceedingly increaſe the ſale of Books. 


honeſt bookſeller, (T truſt my call will not be * 
in vain, ) as well as on every friend to the ex- 
tenſion of knowledge, to unite (as 7 ou, Tan 
confident will) in a hearty AMEN, with, 
Dear Friend, ever yours, &c. 


L E T- ni 
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LETTER XXXIV. 


Happy the man that has each fortune try 'd, 
To hom ſhe much has given, much deny'd, 
& With abſtinence all delicates he ſees, 

« And can regale himſelf with toaſt and cheeſe,” 


Art of Cookery. 


Dear Friend, 


HE Public at _ bookſellers i in * 


cular, have beheld my increaſing ſtock 
with the utmoſt aſtoniſhment, they being in- 
tirely at a loſs to conceive by what means I 


have been enabled to make good all my paye. 
ments; and for ſeveral years, in the beginning 


of my buſineſs, ſome of the trade repeatedly 
alerted, that it was totally impoſſible that I 


could continue to pay for the large numbers 
of books that I continually purchaſed ; and 


nine years ſince, being induced. to take a jour- 
> — 
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ney into my own country, with a view to 
the reſtoration of my health, which had been 
materially injured by intenſe application to 
catalogue-making, too much reading, &c. 
during the fix weeks that I retired into the 


weſt, Mrs Lackington was perpetually inter- | 
rogated reſpecting the time that I was expect. 
ed to return. This was done in ſuch a manner 
asevidently ſhewed that many thought I never 
intended to return at all. But how great was 
their ſurprize, when as a prelude to my re- 
i turn, I ſent home ſeveral waggon loads of 
Books which I had purchaſed in the country. 
As I never had any part of the miſer in my 


A K „ 


compoſition, I always proportioned my ex- 
pences according to my profits; that is, I have 

| | tor many years expended two thirds of the 
AVE profits of my trade; which proportion of expen- 
diture I never exceeded. If you will pleaſeto re- 
fer to Dr. Johnſon's Idler“ for © The progreſs 
of Ned Drugget,” you will there ſee much of 


the progreſs of your humble ſervant depicted. 
35 Like 
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my own ſhop, welcomed a friend by a ſhake 
of the hand, at the fame time beckoning a- 
croſs the way for a pot of good porter. A few 
years after, I ſometimes invited my friends to 
dinner, and provided them a roaſted fillet of veal; 


in a progreſſive courſe the ham was introduced, 


and a pudding was the next addition made to the 


feaſt. For ſome time, a glaſsof brandy and water | 


was aluxury; a glaſs of Mr. Beaufoy's raiſin wine 


ſucceeded; and as ſoon as two thirds of my 


profits enabled me to afford good red port, it 
immediately appeared: 


« Wine whets the wit, improves its native force, 
And gives a oleafing flavour to diſcourſe, 

&.By making all our ſpirits debonair, 
„ Throws off the fears, the ſediment of care.“ 


My country lodging by regular gradation 
was transformed into a country houſe; and 


the inconveniences attending a ſage coach 


were remedied by a chariot, For four years, 
Upper Holloway was to me an elyfum ; then 


82 e Surrey 


269 
Like Ned, I. in the beginning opened and ſhut 
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Surrey. appeared unqueſtionably the moſt beau- 
tiful county in England, and Merton the moſt 
rural village in Surrey. So now Merton is 
ſelected as the feat of occaſional 3 
retirement. | 


Here on a fingle plank thrown ſafe aſhore, 

s hear the tumult of the diſtant throng, 

ce As that of ſeas remote or dying ſtorms. 

Here like a ſhepherd gazing from his hut, 
 « Touching his reed, or leaning on his ſtaff, 
„ Eager ambition's fiery chace I ſee; 

„ ſee the circling hunt of noiſy men, 
„ Burft law's incloſure, leap the mounds * right, 
«© Purſuing and purſued, each other's ey.“ 


Young, | 


But I affure you, my dear friend, that in every 
ſtep of my progreſs, envy and malevolence Ras 
purſued me cloſe. 


When by the EE of that eminent phyſi- 
cian, Dr. Lettſom, I purchaſed a | horſe and ſav- 
ed my life by the exereiſe it afforded me, "6 the 
old adage, «© Set a beggar on horſe-back and 


he Il ride 10 the devil,” was deemed fully veri- 


fied 
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fied ; but when Mrs Lackington mounted ano- 
ther, “they were very ſorry to ſee people ſo 
young in-buſigeſs run on at fo great a, rate!“ 
The oc caſional relaxation enjoyed in the coun- 
try was cenſured as an abominable piece of 
pride; but when the carriage and ſervants in 
livery appeared, '** they would not be the firſt 
to hurt a fooliſh tradeſman's character; but if 
(as was but too probable) the docket was not i 


already ſtruck, the gazette would ſoon ſettle 
that point,” | 8 


% Baſe envy withers at another's joy, | 
And hates that excellence it cannot reach.“ | 
Thomſon, 
But I have been lately informed that theſe 
good natured and compaſſionate people have for 
ſome time altered their ſtory. It ſeems that 
at laſt they have diſcovered the ſecret ſprings 


from whence I drew my wealth ; however 
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i 
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they do not quite agree in their accounts, for 
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although ſome can tell you the very number 
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of my fortunate lottery ticket, others are as 
8 3 poſitive 
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poſitive | that I found bank-notes - in un old 


book, to the amount of many thouſand 


pounds, and if they pleaſe, can even tell you 
the title of the very fortunate old book that 


contained this treaſure. But you ſhall receive 


it from me, which you will deem authority to 


the full as unexceptionable, I found the whole 

of what J am poſſeſſed of, in sMALL. ko- 

' FITS, bound by IxDusrRV, and claſped by 
OECONOMY. 3 5 | 

Read this, ye covetous wretches, in all 


trades, who when you get a good cuſtomer 


are for making the moſt of him! But if you 


have neither honour nor honeſty, you ſhould 
at leaſt polleſs a little common ſenſe. Refle& 
on the many cuſtomers that your over-charges 
have already driven from your ſhops ! Do you 
think that you can find cuſtomers enough ſo 
deficient in penetration as not to diſcover your 
characters? no ſuch thing, Your exorbitant 
charges are a general ſubject of converſation 
and diſlike : you cannot with confidence look 


your 


— — _UUd 


your own cuſtomers in the face, as you are 


conſcious of your meanneſs and impoſition, and 


your ſordid diſpoſition is evidently the reaſon, 


that ſome gentlemen are led to look with con- 
tempt and diſdain on tradeſmen. But when 
men in trade are men of honour, they will 
in general be treated as ſuch; and were it 


otherwiſe, 


“ One ſelf-approving hour whole years outweighs, 
«© Of ſtupid ſtarers, and of loud huzzas: 


«© And more true joy Marcellus exil'd feels, 
6 Than Czſar with a ſenate at his heels.“ 


Pope. 


The profits of my buſineſs the preſent year 


(as near as can be computed before the expi- 


ration of it) will amount to Four THOUsAN n 


POUNDS, What it will increaſe to I know 
not ; but if my health will permit me to Car- 
ry it on a few years longer, there is very 
great probability, conſidering the rapid increaſe 
which each ſucceeding year has produced, 
that the profits will be double what they now 
are ; for I here pledge my reputation as a 

84 tradeſman, 
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tradeſman, never to deviate from my old plan 
of giving as much for libraries as it is poſſible 
for a tradeſman to give, and ſelling them and 
new publications 
PROPFTS that ha 


alſo, for the ſame sMarr 
been attended with ſuch 


aſtoniſhing . ſucceſs for ſome years paſt. And 


I hope that m iſtants will alſo perſevere 


in that attentive obliging mode of conduct 


which has ſo long diſtinguiſhed No. 46, & 47, 


Chiſwell-ſtreet, Moorfields; conſcious that 
ſhould I ever be weak enough to adopt an op- 
poſite line of conduct, or permit thoſe who 
act under my direction ſo to do, 1 ſhould no 


longer meet with the very extraordinary 


encouragement and ſupport which I. have 
hitherto experienced - neither ſhould 1 have the 
ſmalleſt claim to a continuance of it. under 
ſuch circumſtances. | 
Tam, 
dear friend; yours, &c. 
r. 


te! 
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LETTER XXXV. 


k 


By your Revenue meaſure your expence, 
(„ And to your fands and acres Join your ſenſe.” 
EI | . Young's Love of Fame. 


Dear Friend, | . Ps 
T* E open manner of ſtating my profits 
will no doubt appear ſtrange to many 
who are not acquainted with my ſingular 
conduct in that and other reſpects. But you, 
Sir, know that 1 have for fourteen years paſt 


book in my poſſeſſion, before it is offered to 
fale is marked with a private mark, what it 
coſt me, and with a public mark of what it 
is to be ſold for; and every article, Fhether 
the price is ſix · pence or ſixty pounds, is en- 
tered in a day - book as they are old, with the 
price it coſt and the money it ſold for: and 


each 


kept a ſtrict account of my profits; Every 
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each night the profits of the day are caſt up 


by one of my ſhopmen, as every one of them 
underſtands my private marks. Every Satur- 
day night the profits of the week are declarcd 


before all my ſhop-men, &c. the week's pro- 


fits, and alſo the expences of the week are 
then entered one oppoſite the other, in a book 
kept for the purpoſe the whole ſum taken 
in the week is alſo ſet down, and the ſum 
that has been paid for books bought. Theſe 


accounts are kept publickly in my ſhop, aud 


ever have been ſo, as I never ſaw any reaſon 


for concealing them. By keeping an account 


of my profits, and alſo of my expences, I have 
always known how to regulate the latter by 
the former ; and I have done that, without 


the trifling way of ſetting down a halfpenny- 


worth of matches, or a penny for a turnpike. 
I have Ine perſon in the ſhop whoſe conſtant 
employmegt it is to receive all the caſh, and 
diſcharge all bills that are brought for pay: 
ment, and if Mrs. Lackington wants money 
| for 
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for houſe- keeping, &c. or if I want money 
for Hobby- Horſes, &c. we take five or ten gui- 
neas, pocket it, and ſet down the ſum taken 
out of trade as expended; when that is gone 
| we repeat our application, but never take the 


trouble of ſetting down the tems. 

It may not be improper here to take a little 
notice of ſome very late inſinuations of my old 
envious friends. It has been ſuggeſted that 
I am grown immenſely rich, and that having 
already more property than I can reaſonably 
expect to live to expend, and no young fami- 
ly to provide for, I for theſe reaſons ought to 
decline my buſineſs, and no longer engroſs 
trade to myſelf that ought to be divided into 
a number of channels, and thus ſupport many 
families. In anſwer to which 1 will obſerve, 
that ſome of theſe objectors were in trade be- 
fore me, and when I firſt embarked in the 
profeſſion of a bookſel ler, deſpiſgd me for my 
mean beginning; and when afterwards 1 
adopted my plan of ſelling cheap, and for 
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teady money only, made themſelves very 
merry at my expence, for expecting to. ſuc- 
cxeed by fo ridiculons a project, (as they in their 
conſummate wiſdom were pleaſed to term it) 
fo that no doubt I ought to comply with any 
thing they defire, however. unreaſonable it 
may appear to me. 

"IPs deny that I have a competence, would 
be unpardon able ingratitude to the Public, to 
go no higher ; but to inſinuate .that I am 
getting money for no good, purpoſe, is falſe. 
The preat apoſtle St. Paul, who was an hum- 
ble follower of CnRIs r, thought that he might 


be permitted to boaſt of himſelf a little; after 


which I ſuppoſe it will not be thought very 
preſumptuous in me, if I ſhould Rate a few 
facts, merely to juſtify my conduct in carrying 


on my trade beyond the time that certain pei- 


ſons would preſcribe to me. 

It is now about five years ſince I began to 
entertain ſerious thoughts of going out of 
buſineſs on account of the bad. ſtate of health 
. which 


Son 
a oe 


por 


tain 


loſt 


— 
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which both Mrs. Lackington and myſelf have 


laboured under; but it was then ſuggeſted 
by ſeveral of my friends, that as I had many 
poor relations, a great number of whom are 
children, others are old and nearly helpleſs, 
and that all had juſtly formed ſome expecta- 
tions from me : therefore to give up ſuch a 
trade as I was in poſſeſſion of, before 1 was 
abſolutely obliged to do it, would be a kind 
of injuſtice to thoſe whom by the ties of blood 
| was in ſome meaſure bound to relieve and 
protect. Theſe and other confiderations in- 
ducec me to wave the thoughts of precipi- 
tating myſelf out of ſo extenſive and lucrative 
1 buſineſs; and in the mean time! apply a 
part of the profits of it to maintain my good 
ad Mother, who is alive at Wellington in 
Somerſetſhire, her native place. I have two 
aged men and one aged woman, whom I ſup- 
port: and I have alſo four children to maiu- 


tain and educate, three of theſe children have 


loſt their father, and alſo their mother; (who 
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parents living, but they are poor ; many 
others of my relations are in the ſame circum- 


ſelling my books very cheap, I have materially 


reaſon to complain of them for giving credit, 
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been uſed to have credit, will not take the 
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was my ſiſter) the other child has both his 


ſtances, and'ſtand in need of w_ aſſiſtance, 
But—— | 
<< Still the world prevails and its dread laughs, 
Which ſcatce the firm philoſopher can ſcorn.” 


It has alſo been frequently ſaid, that by 


injured other bookſellers both in town and 
country. But I ſtill deny the charge: and 
here I will firſt abſerve, that I have as juſt a 


as they can have for my ſelling cheap and giv- 
ing uo credit; as it is well known that there 
are many thouſands of people every where 
to be found who will decline purchaſing at : 
ſhop where credit is denied, when they can 
find many that will readily give it; and as! 
frequently loſe cuſtomers who having always 


trouble to pay for every article as ſent home; 
theſe 
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theſe of ediirſe deal at thoſe ſhops who follow 
the old mode of buſineſs; ſo that in ſuch 
caſes, I might ſay to the proprietors of theſe 
ſhops, 9 You ought not to give any perſon 
« credit: becauſe by ſo doing you are taking 
« cuſtomers from me. 
trade by ſelling cheap, they are, upon the 
whole miſtaken ; for although no doubt ſome 
inſtances will occur, in which they may ob- 
ſerve that the preference is given to my ſhop, 
and the books purchaſed of me on account 
of their being cheap, they never conſider 
how many books they diſpoſe of on the very 


lame account. As, however, this may ap- 


pear rather paradoxical, I will . my 


meaning farther: 
I now ſell more than one an 4 thouſand 


volumes annually ; many who purchaſe part 


of theſe, do ſo ſolely on account of their cheap- 


neſs; many thouſands of theſe books would 


As to my hurting the 


have been deſtroyed, as I have before remark- 


ed, but for my ſelling them on thoſe very 
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moderate terms; now when thouſands of theſe 
articles are fold, they become known by 
being handed about in various circles of ac- 
quaintances, many of whom wiſhing to be 
poſſeſſed of the ſame books without enquiring 
the price of their friends, ſtep into the firſt 
bookſeller's ſhop, and give their orders for ar- 
ticles which they never would have heard of, 
had nat 1, by ſelling them cheap, been the 
original cauſe of their being diſperſed abroad ; 

lo that by means of the plan purſued in my 
ſhop, whole, editions of books are fold oft, 
and new. editions printed of the works of au- 
thors, who but for that circumſtance would 
haye been ſcarcWnoticed at all. 

I could relate much more on this ſub- 
ject, but will not unneceſſarily take up your 
time, as I truſt what is here advanced will 
convey full conviction to your mind, and 
as I believe it 1s univerſally allowed that no 
man ever promoted the ſale of books in an 
equal degree, with, 

Dear F riend, yours, &c. 
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* 9 


err 2x000 


— This is a Traveller, ſir; knows men and manners; 
and has plough'd up ſea ſo far, 'till both the poles 
have knock'd : has ſeen the ſun take coach, and can 
diſtinguiſh the colour of his horſes, and their kinds, 

and had a Flanders mare leap'd there.” | 


Beaumont and Fletcher's Scornful Lady. 


Dear Friend, 
AMONGST the variety of occurrences with 


which I have endeavoured to entertain you, 


perhaps not all equally intereſting (and the moſt 


material of them, I am duly ſenſible, not en- 


titling me to the claim of being eſteemed a 
writer poſſeſſed of the firſt abilities this age or 


nation has produced, ) I recolle& my not yet 


having given you an account of my TRAVELS. 


Poſſibly you might very readily pardon that 
omiſſion, as from what has already appeared 


. it 


may 
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it muſt be evident, the engagements which 


from time to time have fully engrofled my 
attention, have not furniſhed me with any 


opportunity of making the tour of Europe, or 


tracing the ſource of the river Nile, much leſs 


circumnavigating the globe. And even ſup- 


poſing I had been poſſeſſed both of the time 
and inclination for ſuch extenſive undertak- 


ings, the diſadvantages which I labour un- 


der for want of having received a Proper edu- 


cation, would have diſqualified me from ma- 


king ſuch remarks and obſervations as natu- 
rally preſent themſelves fo thoſe who have 
been fortunate enough to poſſeſs that advan- 


tage, and of courſe are qualified to preſent the 


world with a variety of ſubjects equally curi- 


ous and inſtructive; though it is not without 


reluctance I think it neceſſary here to obſerve, 
that ſome of theſe gentlemen, not content 
with giving a true account of what actually 


occurred to them, and ſuppoſing that plan 
matter r of fact would not be ſufficiently inte- 
reſting 
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elting to excite that 8 degree of atten- 
tion and admiration which they. were ambi- 
rious as authors to acquire, they have thought 
proper to intermix ſo much of the marvellous 
into their narrations, as has been the occaſion 
of many perſons reading them with ſuch diffi- 
dence, as to doubt. the truth of many rela- 
tions, which though really ſtrictly conſiſtent 
with veracity, yet being novel and uncom- 
mon, they were unwilling to credit, leſt they 
thould incur the cenſure of being poſſeſſed of 
a ſuperior degree of weakneſs and credulity. 
This I am alſo confident has induced many a 
modeſt author to omit paſſages, which though 
really true, he was cautious of publiſhing, 
trom a fear of being ſubjected to the ſame ſe- 
vere animadverſious, or what is ſtill worſe, 
being ſuſpected of wilfully impoſing on his 
readers. Recent inſtances of which, were it 
neceſſary, I could adduce; but I ſhall proceed 
with cautioning you from being alarmed leſt 
l ſhould fall into either of theſe errors; no- 
T 2 ; thing 
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thing very marvellous will occur in what 
mean to preſent you with; though I ſhall not 
be intimidated from relating rea! facte, from 
the apprehenſion of not being credited. A 
an additional recommendation, (no doubt) 
the hiſtory of my travels will be interſperſed 
with ſuch remarks on men and manners as 
have preſented themſelves to me during my 
peregrinations; and this I previouſly warn 
you, will be done in my © accuſtomed deſul- 
tory manner,” from which as Mr. Pennant ſays 
in his“ Of London,” (there is a conciſe title- 
page for you) I am too old to depart,” that is, 
as Dr. 7ohn/on might poſſibly have explained 
it,“ Sir, you are then too old to MEND.” But 
you, my dear friend, are not ſo faſtidious a 
critic: although you may find the whole 
very dull, it ſhall not be very long; ſo that if 
it does not act as a cordial to enliven your ſpi- 
Tits, it may (if read in the evening) prove a 
powerful zarcotic, and afford you-ſome plea- 
ſing dreams, when 


Tir'd 


LIFE OF ]. LACKINGTON, BOOKSELLER» 277 


& Tir'd nature's ſweet 3 balmy lleep, 
« His ready viſit pays.” ; 


1 ſhall therefore not n you with a detail 
of bad roads, the impoſitions of innkeepers, 
what food I partook of, how many bottles of 
wine were drank, the height of ſteeples, &c. 
a ſufficiency of this, I truſt, has already ap- 


peared in different writers. Thus much by. 


way of preparation for my journies. I now 
{et out. 


In September, Seventeen hundred and eighty- 


ſeven, I ſet off for Edinburgh ; and in all the 
principal towns through which I paſſed, was 
led from a motive of curioſity, as well as with a 


ſes, to examine the Bookſellers ſhops for ſcarce 
and curious books; but although I went by 
the way of York, Newcaſtle upon Tyne, &c. 
and returned through Glaſgow, Carliſle, 
Leeds, Lancaſter, Preſton, Mancheſter, and 
other conſiderable places, I was much ſurpri- 


view towards obtaining ſome valuable purcha- 


zed, as well as diſappointed, at meeting with 
SY very 
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very few of the works of the moſt eſteemed 


authors; and thoſe few conſiſted in general of 


ordinary editions, beſides, an aſſemblage of 
common trifling books, bound in ſheep, and 
that too in a very bad manner, It is true, at 
Vork and Leeds there were a few (and but 
very few) good books; but in all the other 
towns between London and Edinburgh no- 
thing but traſh was to be found: in the latter 


city indeed, a few capital articles are kept, 


but in no other part of Scotland. 


In Seventeen hundred and ninety, I re- 


peated my journey, and was much mortified 
to be under a neceſſity of confirming my for- 


mer obſervations. This remarkable deficien- 


cy in the article of books, 1s. however not pe- 


culiar to the northern parts of England; as 
I have repeatedly travelled into the weſtern 
parts, and found abundant cauſe for diſatisfac- 
tion on the ſame account, ſo that I may ven- 


ture without fear of contradiction to aſſert, 


Y 


that London, as in all other articles of com- 
merce, 
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| merce, is likewiſe the grand emporium of 


Great Britain for books, engroſſing nearly the 


whole of what is valuable in that very exten- 


five, beneficial, and I may add lucrative 


branch of trade. As to Ireland, I ſhall only 
obſerve, that if the bookſellers in that part of 
the empire do not ſhine in the poſſeſſion of va- 
luable books, they mult certainly be allowed 
to poſſeſs ſuperior induſtry in reprinting the 
works of everyenglith author of merit, as ſoon 


as publiſhed, and very liberally endeavouring 


to diſſeminate them, in a ſurreptitious manner 


through every part of our Iſland, though the 


attempt frequently proves abortive, to the | 


great loſs and injuryof the projeckors. 
At Newcaſtle, I paſſed a day or two in the 
year 1787, where I was much delighted with 


viewing a ſingular phœnomenon in natural hiſ- 


tory, namely the celebrated crows-neft affixed 


above the weather-cock, on the upper extre- 


mity of the ſteeple in the market · place. In the 


year 1783, as I was well informed, the crows 


1 firſt 
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firſt built this curious neſt, and ſucceeded in 
hatching and rearing their young. In the fol- 
lowing year they attempted to rebuild it: but 


a conteſt enſuing among ſome of the fable fra- 


ternity, after a fierce engagement they were 


obliged to relinquiſh it, and the neſt was de- 


moliſhed by the victorious party before it was 
finiſhed, This bad ſucceſs, however, did not 


deter the original builders and poſſeſſors from 


returning in the year 1785, when they took 
quiet poſſeſſion of their freehold, rebuilt the 
premiſes, and reared another family. This 
they repeated the three following years with 
equal ſucceſs, and when I was there in the 
year 1790, much of the neſt remained, but 
the crows had forſaken it. The above occur- 


rence, though to many it may appear incredi- 
ble, is an undoubted fact. That crows ſhould 
come into the center of a populous town to 
build their neſts, 1s of itſelf remarkable ; but 
much more ſo, that they ſhould prefer a wea- 
thercock to any other ſituation, where the 

whole 
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whole family, and their habitation turned 
rouad with every puff of wind, though they 
were perfectly ſecured from falling, by the 
ſpike of iron which roſe above the fane, a- 


round which the whole made their revolutions ; 


and as on one fide the neſt was higher than 


on the other, that part being always to wind- 
ward, by this ingenious contrivance of the 
feathered architects, the inſide of the neſt was 
conſtantly kept in a proper degree of warmth. 


I never recolle& theſe various circumſtances, 


without being loſt in admiration at the extra- 


ordinary ſagacity of theſe birds. 


In this town however, I met with a great- 


er curioſity, as well as a more amiable ſubject 
of it than a crow's neſt, to excite my aſtoniſn- 
ment. 5 

Mr. Fiſher the bookſeller introduced me to 
his daughter, a charming young lady, who 
being unfortunately born deaf, was conſe- 
quently dumb, till a gentleman a few years 
fince taught her to underſtand what was ſaid 


to 


\ 
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to her by the motion of the lips. I had the 
_ pleaſure of converſing with her ſeveral times, 


and found that ſhe had much of the Scotch 


dialect, which as Mr. Fiſher informed me, ſhe 
acquired of the gentleman . who taught her 


not only to underſtand the converſation of 


others, but to /þeak, he being a native of that 


country; he remarked alſo, that ſhe never had 
ſpoken the Newcaſtle djaleQ. This young 
lady, I was alſo informed, dances exceedingly 
well, keeping exact time with the. muſic, 
whether 1 it is played flow or quick. When it 
is conſidered what an intenſe application muſt 
have been uſed, both on the part of the teacher 
and his fair pupil, to produce ſuch a happy 


effect, it ſurely relle great credit on ere | 


of the parties. 


In the year 1790, when I in viſited New- 
caſtle with Mrs. Lackington, ſhe became the 


firſt object of inquiry, and we were both in- 
troduced to her. 


Bein 80 on the ſubject of — and hav- 
ing 


ing juſt related the pleaſure I experienced on 
account of a lady acquiring the uſe of ſpeech, 

permit me now to preſent you with another 
rarity indeed ! — ſomewhat connected with the 
former, no doubt, but intended as an effectual 
remedy (temporary, at leaſt) for an oppoſite 
complaint of the ſame organs, viz. too great 
a volubility of ſpeech, with which, (as it is 


ſaid) many females are ſo infected, as ſome- 


times to lead them to exceed the bounds of due 
moderation and female decorum, and even 
diſplay itſelf | in the utterance of ſuch harſh 


(though frequently inarticulate) terms,.as tend 


too much to diſgrace the unhappy patient, and 
violently affect the auditory nerves. of all per- 


ſons within a conſiderable diſtance, —To quit 


metaphor, and ſpeak in plain Engliſh : 

At the town-hall I was ſhewn a piece of 
antiquity called a Brant. It conſiſts of a com- 
bination of iron fillets, and is faſtened to the 
| head by a lock fixed to the back part of it; 
a thin plate of iron goes into the mouth, ſuf- 


af 5 
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ficiently ſtrong however, to confine the. tongue, 
and thus prevent the wearer from making any 
uſe of that reſtleſs member. The uſe of this 
piece of machinery is to puniſh notorious 
ſcolds. Tam pleaſed to find that it is now 
conſidered merely as a matter of curioſity, the 
ladies of that town happily having not the 
fmalleſt occaſion for the application of ſo harſh 
an inſtrument : whether it is that all ladies, 

apprehenſive of being included in hot deſcrip. 

tiog, have travelled Southward, to avoid the 
- of ſo degrading an exhibition, or what- 
ever {other reaſon is aſſigned, I forgot to in- 
quire. It however affords me pleaſure to re- 
flect, that the ladies of Newcaſtle are left at 
liberty to adopt a head - dreſs of their own 
chooſing, confident that they poſſeſs a more 
refined taſte than to fix upon one by no means 


calculated to diſplay their lovely countenances 


to advantage, as I am perſuaded the Bran: 
would caſt ſuch a gloom on the faireſt of them, 


as would tend much to diminiſh the influence 
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of their charms, and give pain to every be- 
holder. It may be prudent, notwithſtanding, 
ſtill to preſerve it in terrorem, as who knows 
what future times may produce? But as I - 
eſteem it a very in genious contrivance, and as 
there may be parts of the country ſtill to be 
found, where the application of ſuch a ma- 
chine may be uſeful in ſome Chriſtian fami- 
lies, (I will not ſay in all, having ſufficient © 
. grounds for aſſerting the contrary) I here 
preſent you with an accurate ſketch of it, 


together with the manner of its application: 
that 
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that if any ingenious artiſt ſhould be applied 


to, he may not be at a loſs how it is to be 


made. I would, however, adviſe ſuch a one 
to be cautious in offering them to public ſale, 
and by no means to advertiſe them, (eſpecially 
if a married man, or having any views to- 


wards matrimony). «1 


— 


Iam, dear ſriend, yours, &c. 


LET- 
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* 
f | 
CY 
— , 


LETTER XXXVIL 


„I'll read you matter, deep and dangerous: 
« As full of peril and advent'rous ſpirit, 

= As to 0'erwalk a current, roaring loud, 

« On the unſtedfaſt footing of a ſpear,” 


| Shakeſpear's Henry IV. - 
« Ye powers, what awful changes often mark 
«© The fortunes of the great! 


Thomſon's Sophoniſba, 


Dear Friend, 
[ N my firſt journey to Scotland I ſometimes 

travelled poſt, but often entered the diffe- 
rent, ſtage-coaches, &c. for a ſtage or two, 
when I happened to ſee any ſetting out fo as 
to ſuit my time and inclination : But at laſt 
had pretty nearly paid dear for it, as the dri- 
ver of the Diligence from Darlington to Dur- 
ham happened to be much inebriated and be- 
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fore his quittin g Darlington had almoſt overſet 


us. Not obſerving that the man was drunk, 


we attributed the fault to the horſes, but 
we were very ſpeedily undeceived in that re- 


ſpect by many convincing circumſtances, ſo 


that we were one minute nearly in the ditch 


on the right hand, and the next but juſt eſcap- 


ed that on the left; at other times we experi- 


enced Atriling proofs of the inability of our con- 


ductor againſt the numbers of one-horſe coal. 
carts, not to mention their frequently running 
foul of us for being on the wrong ſide of the 
road; (for drivers of coaches and carts can 
be to the full as ſavage towards each other 


there, as in London): however notwithſtand- 
ing all theſe © hair-breadth eſcapes,” we rc- 
tained our ſeats, till we arrived within three 
| quarters of a mile of Durham, when at length 
the ſpecific gravity of the driver's head prepon- 
derating over all the other parts of his frame 
united, precipitated him with violence. from 


the elevated ſtation he till- then { poſſeſſed, 
(though 


(though with difficulty) to his parent earth. 
There were three unfortunate paſſengers in 
the carriage, left to the diſcretion of the horſes, 
viz. a gentleman, an innkeeper's wife, and 
your humble ſervant : the lady in ſtrict com- 
pliance with the practice of her ſex in ſimilar 
ſituations, on ſeeing the rapid deſcent of our 
charioteer, immediately honoured us with a 


loud and ſhrill ſhriek ; this, the guadrupeds, 


not accuſtomed to this pretty female note ſo 


much as the ſonorous voice of a coachman, 


miſtook for a ſignal to mend their pace, and 
they, habituated to pay all due obedience to 
the commands of their ſuperiors of the biped 
creation, when underſtood by them, and 
finding no check, inſtantly proceeded to a full 


gallop; and we, however reluctantly, fol- 
lowed them down a gentle deſcent, not at a 


gentle rate, but with prodigious velocity. As 


[ was quite calm and collected, I coolly recon- | 


noitred the road before us, and obſerving that 
it was perfectly clear, as for half a mile not a 
3 | coal- 
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coal-cart was to be ſeen, although we had 
paſſed ſeveral ſcores, I began to reaſon with 
my companions, and they ſpeedily became 


calm enough to aſſiſt in holding a council 


what was beſt to be done in our critical ſitua- 
tion. Our debates were quickly ended, as we 
were unanimous 1n opinion that if we once 
entered the city of Durham, the carriage muſt 
inevitably be torn to pieces, owing to the va- 
riety of turnings and obſtructions we ſhould 
have to encounter, we therefore entered into 
an immediate reſolution, nem. con. that to 
open the doors, and exhibit our agility by 
leaping out, was, of “ two evils, chooſing the 
leaſt :” this we inſtantly did, in as careful a 
manner as poſlible ; we firſt alighted on our 
feet, and next complimented the ground with 
our noſes, without receiving much injury. 
Our female companion indeed, by being ra- 
ther too precipitate, alighted in a manner 


which on any other occaſion would not have 


appeared _ decent, of which ſhe, poor 


lady ! 
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lady! was ſo ſenſible, that ſhe immediately 
« hoped as how we were both married gentle- 
men ;” which was quickly replied to by both 
in the affirmative ; and thus we ſaved our fair 
one the trouble of exerting herſelf in another 
ſcream, and ourſelves the puniſhment of hear- 
ing it. 

Being no longer parties concerned in the 
danger, it afforded us ſome entertainment to 
obſerve the progreſs of our vehicle now conſi- 
derably lightened by our eſcape from it, and 
becoming every moment ſtill lighter by the 
excluſion of ſmall trunks, boxes, | parcels, 
great coats, &c. they, in imitation of our ex- 
ample making leaps, ſome from the infide 
of the carriage, and others from the boot ; 
whether occaſioned by the repulſion of the car- 
riage and its appendages, or the attraction of 
the earth, I am not ſufficiently verſed in phi- 
loſophy to decide. Poſterity when they pe- 
ruſe my labours, no doubt will determine this 


weighty point, and tranſmit it to the remoteſt 
V 2 period 
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period oftime, properly dignified by J. R. F. 
in P/ il. Tran. 

The horſes finding themſelves leſs incum- 
bered and urged on by the noiſe of the doors 
continually flapping, increaſed their ſpeed: 
happily however the carriage was ſtopped be- 


fore it entered the city, and no damage was 


ſuſtained either by the horſes or the carriage. 
Before we left the inn, our careful ſon of the 
whip arrived, not in the leaſt injured, but ra- 
ther benefited by his difaſter, being ſuddenly 
transformed into a ſtate of perfect ſobriety ; 
after him followed two countrymen laden 
with the ſeveral articles which had been fo 
violently ejected. As1 reflected that this un- 
guarded man might not always be equally 
ſucceſsful, either to himſelf or his paſſengers, 


as in the preſent inſtance, J obtained a promiſe 


from the innkeeper never to permit him to 
drive any carriage in future, in the manage- 
ment of which he had any concern. 

It is aſtoniſhing what a number of fatal ac- 


cidents 


* : 


cidents continually happen from careleſſneſs 
and the want of ſobriety in this thoughtleſs 
race of beings. I was informed that only two 
days previous to my arrival at Durham, a 
coachman quitting his box to ſtep into an 
adjacent houſe, in his abſence the horſes be- 
gan to move gently, and a Lady in the car- 
riage giving a loud ſcream, the noiſe occaſion- 
ed the horſes to ſet off full gallop, in conſe- 
quence of which a lady of Durham, happen- 
ing unfortunately at that inſtant to be croſſing 
the way, was thrown down, and the wheels 
paſſing over her, the died on the ſpot. —One 


of the many melancholy effects reſulting from 


the ridiculous practiſe of ſcreaming. But I 


crave pardon of the ladies; when I begin paſſ- 


ing cenſure on them, *tis high time to cloſe 


my epiſtle, (which if not very long will per- 


haps be deemed ſufficiently impertinent) with, 


Dear Friend, yours, &c. 
LET- 
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. 
2 — 
B: 4 Ss. I —_ 


LETTER MI. 


« O that the too cenſorious world would learn 
„ This wholeſome rule, and with each other bear 
«« But man, as if a foe to his own ſpecies, 
© Takes pleaſure to report his neighbour's faults, 
<« Judging with rigour ev'ry ſmall offence, 
&« And prides himſelf in ſcandal.” 
Haywood's D. of Brunſwick. 


« Cuſtom, the world's great idol, we adore. 
And knowing this, we ſeek to know no more,” 
Pomfret 


Dear Friend, 

T is reported of a very eminent author, 
that he never blotted a line of what he bad 
once written : on which it has been remark- 
ed, that it was a pity he had not blotted a 
thouſand. Now though my extreme modeſty | 
will uot permit me to put myſelf on a level 
with that great man as an author, whatever 


tive 
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the impartial world may think of our compara- 
tive merits, I muſt confeſs I do not like to 
blot what I have once written, ſtarful leſt when 
I begin, (another proof of my modeſty,) 1 
ſhould deface the major part of my manuſcripts 
and thus deprive the public of the great ad- 


vantages which may reſult from them. What 
I allude to, is an unfortunate ſlip of the pen 


in my laſt; however, as © confeſſion of 2 
fault makes ſome amends,” and 1 immediate- 
ly checked myſelf, craved pardon, abruptly 
cloſed my letter, and threw the offending pen 
from me with ſome degree of anger, I hope 
thoſe lovely fair ones, who might think I 
meant to affront them, will with their accuſ- 
tomed benignity forgive, and indulge me 
with a ſmile on my future labours; 
and as a convincing proof how ſenſible 
[am of their kind condeſcenſion, I here 
engage never more to expreſs my diſlike of 
their ſcreaming, except they ſhould omit pur- 
chaſing books of me, which I am ſure every 

V4 candid 


— 
: 85 "= N 4 
id uy — 
. 3 066 £9 Gu ** 
on - 9 — * wa * * 
— ts nk, 
- £ 8 . 5 F me — — 
7 * 5 * 1 * — 
©. a AN —— AE2 oct BWP LF. * — * — 


2 * r 2 
„ N — — . — — ” . 
„ EE On ey ee aeees 


Pp j 
1 
132 
* 
_— 7 
£ - 
4 £ : 
| | o 
: * 
2 
* 4 „ 
7 
> 
+05 
11 4 
1 "DT 
1 
al 2 
" 
4 
| " q 
= 
11 
7 
-4 
: x 
7 9 
F $ 
l 
1 4 " I 
1 bc 
1 
i 
N 
* 
1 
/ o 
1 » 
q l 
. * 
> ( . 
* + : 
J. * * 
114 17 
#7? 0 'T 
N 
* . 
1 o * 
: C76 7 
7 f 
: 4 . 
az 3 
HY F 
y ; a 
! £ £ 
|; & A 
: + 
b þ . 
iy - e 
; 
5 \ 
x 1 
4 
1 P's 
: _ 
1 4g 
- * 


# * FO 
= 
: 5 
þ4 = - 
1 . 
1 1 
, — 
10 
7 
11 
1 
1 
4 1 
1 | 
fi _- - 
* 17 . 
1 
* 13.7 
1 


Pw — 


2 
— 
Mo 4 
- — 
» * —— _ 
1 — 


296 LIFE or J. LACKINGTON, BOOKSELLER. | 


candid fair (and what fair one is not can- 
did ?) will think ſufficiently provoking. 

But in order to remind them that every 
great man does not always conduct himſelt 
with equal politeneſs towards the Ladies, I beg 
permiſſion to introduce a very great man to 
them: no leſs a perſonage than Doctor Jonx- 
SON. Of whom indeed ſo much hath already 
been ſung and ſaid, that the ſubject may be 


ſuppoſed to be nearly exhauſted; which is, 


however, ſo far from being the caſe, that not- 
withſtanding two quarto volumes of his life by 
Mr. Boſwell are juſt publiſhed, we are taught 
to expect another life by a different hand. In- 
deed until ſome other great man makes his 
exit (myſelf out of the queſtion) we are 
likely to be entertained with freſh anecdotes 


of him ; but when that period once arrives, 
then farewell Johnſon! 
The Doctor, whoſe extreme fondneſs for 


that agreeable beverage Tea, is well known, _ 
was once in company with a number of ladies 
| aſſembled 
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aſſembled to partake with him of the ſame 


refreſhment. The lady of the houſe happen- 
ed to be one of thoſe particularly attentive to 
punctilio, and had exhibited her fineſt ſet of 
china for the entertainment of her gueſts - 
the Doctor, who drank large quantities, and 
with conſiderable expedition, could not always 
wait with becoming patience ceremoniouſly 
to aſk for and receive m due form the addition 


of a lump of ſugar when neceſſary; he there- 


fore without permiſſion put his finger and 
thumb into the ſugar-diſh, tumbling the con- 
tents over, till he met with a piece of the pro- 
per ſize 3 the lady kept her eye fixed on him 
the whole time, and deeming his conduct a 
oreat breach of decorum, reſolved to make 
him ſenſible of it, by immediately ordering 
the ſervant to change the ſugar-diſn. The 
Doctor, tho' apparently attentive only to his 
tea, noticed it, and as ſoon as he had emptied 
the cup, put it together with the ſaucer under 


the fire - place, with due care, however, not to 
break 
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break them. This was too ſevere a trial for 
the poor lady, who, apprehenſive for the fate 
of her dear china, after a decent ſcream, with 
warmth demanded the reaſon of his treating 
her in ſo rude a manner. Why, my dear 
* madam, (replied he) I was alarmed with 
ec the idea that whatever I touched was there- 
« by contaminated, and impreſſed with anxi- 
« ous deſire to contribute towards your felicity, 
« ] removed the object ſo defiled from your 
& preſence with all poſſible expedition.” This 
reply, though it extorted a ſmile from all the 
company preſent, did not ſatisfy the lady to 
whom it was addreſſed, who notwithſtanding 
ſhe exerted herſelf to appear in good humour, 
was too much offended to forget the affront.— 
This anecdote has been related to me with 
ſome addenda which heighten the ſtory, though 
more to the diſadvantage of the Doctor; but 
I believe as here related, it may be depended 
on as the real fact. 
During my continuance in Scotland, which 
was 
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was about three weeks the firſt time, and about 
a month the laſt, I often reflected with pain 
on the illiberal, not to ſay brutal treatment 
the inhabitants received from the Doctor. At 
Edinburgh I heard various anecdotes related 


of him, which were perfectly novel to me, 
and in all ptobability will be ſo to you. I ſhall 
therefore give you a ſpecimen : 


Being one day at a gentleman's houſe in 
Edinburgh, ſeveral ladies and gentlemen came 
in to pay their reſpects to him; and among 

others the then Lord Provoſt went up to the 
Doctor, bowing repeatedly, and expreſſing the 
higheſt reſpect for him, to all which the Doc- 
tor paid not the leaſt attention. Exceedingly 
hurt at ſo flagrant a mark of diſreſpect, he 


turned round, putting a ſhilling into the 
hand of the gentleman of the houſe : On being 
aſked what the ſhilling was intended for, he 
replied, Have not I ſeen your bear?“ 
The Doctor being drinking tea at anothet 
gentleman's houſe, the lady aſked him if he 
did 
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did not chooſe another cup : It ſeems ſhe had 
forgot her having before aſked him the ſame 
queſtion; and on her repeating it he replicd, 


Woman, have I not already told you that 


I had done?“ On which the lady anfwer- 


ed him in his own gruff manner. During 


his continuance in her houſe ſhe always talked 
to him without ceremony, and it was remark- 
ed that ſhe had more influence with him than 
any other perſon in Scotland. 


0 _—_ much pleaſed with the politencſ: of 
| 


the gentleman who related me this ſtory of 


the Doctor, as he appeared anxious to excuſe 


him for his want of due decorum, and thus 
to palliate one of the moſt obvious blemiſhes 


in the character of one of the moſt eminent of 


my countrymen. I could wiſh the compilers 
of the biographical department of that truly 
great and uſeful work, the Ecyclopedia 
Britannica” would obſerve the ſame-polite- 
neſs. And I hope that this hint will alſo in- 


duce them 1 in ſome ſubſequent edition, when 
I am 
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I am gone to 


« That Bourne from whence no traveller returns,” 


to do juſtice to my great and aſtoniſhing me- 


rits, by way of compenſation for having fal- 
len ſhort in ſpeaking of other great men; and 
ſhould I happen to be out of print by the time 
the editors of the Brographia Britannica ar- 
rive at letter L. which ſeems extremely pro- 
able, according to the very deliberate pro- 


greſs of that work, I hope they will not 


ſlightly paſs me over. If they ſhould, let 
them take the conſequence : as I here give 
them fair and timely natice, and they have 
not to plead as an excuſe, the want of ma- 
terials, 

One word more concerning our great Lexi- 
cographer. It muſt be allowed by every 
candid and impartial perſon, that the ex- 
treme contempt and prejudice he entertained 
towards our friends of North Britain reflected 
a very ſtrong ſhade on his character, which 
lis warmeſt admirers cannot juſtify, 
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Were I, as a South Briton, called upon to give 


my fair and unprejudiced opinion reſpecting 


re — 
SIS — — 19s TT — 


national character of the natives of Scotland 
and thoſe of England, and I flatter myſelf 1 
have had ample opportunities of vbſervin g the 
peculiar traits of both countries, I would ſay, 
that if we in England excel them in ſome 
virtues, they no leſs ſhine in others, and if 


the North-Britons poſſeſs ſome peculiar frail- 


ties and prejudices, we of the South are not 


intirely free from others; ſo that were' the 
virtues and vices of a certain number of each 
country placed in an hydroſtatical balance (it 
muſt however be a pretty large one), I believe 
it very difficult to prognoſticate which of the 
two would preponderate. It is true, I have 
met with one very great villain in Scotland, in 
Mr. S. which only tends to prove there are 
probably ſcound els to be found every where, 


and that without taking the trouble which 


| Diogenes did, in ſcarch of an hang man; and 


I am much afraid, were I to enquire of ſome | 


North 
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North Britons, they could without any great 
difficulty point out to me ſome of my own 
countrymen as bad, 

For my part I deteſt all national prejudices, 
as I think it betrays great weakneſs in the par- 
ties who are influenced by them. Each nation 
of the habitable globe, nay each province of 
thoſe countries has certainly ſome peculiar 
traits belonging to it which diſtinguiſhes it 
from its neighbours. But if we are diſpoſed to 
view one another with the ſeverity of criticiſm, 


how eaſy, nay how frequent it is to diſcover ſu- 


perior virtues (as we think) as well as abilities 


in that particular ſpot which gave birth to our- 
ſelves, and equally diveſted of that ſtrict im- 
partiality winch alone can enable us to judge 
properly, diſcover proportionable blemiſhes in 
the natives of other countries. In ſaying thus 
much, I do not mean to infer, that we ought 
not to be inſpired with a laudable ambition to 
excel, not hoſe of other countries only, but 
eren thoſe with whom we are more intimately 

: connected 
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connected: but that ſhould be done without 
drawing invidious comparifons of the merits 
or demerits of others. In ſhort, let it be th: 
earneſt endeavour of each country, and every 
individual of that country in particular, united 
under our amiable monarch, to ſtrive which 
ſhall have a ſuperior claim to the title of be- 
ing G600D MEN, uſeful members of Society, 
Friends to the whole human race, and peace- 


able Subjects of a Government, which thoug| 


not abſolutely in a ſtate of perfection (and 


can that man be really deemed wiſe who ex. 


pects to meet with perfection in any human 


eſtabliſhment?) is ſtill happily ſuperior to 


every other in the known world, not forget- 
ting our neighbours the French, our natural 
enemies, according to the long adopted language 
of national prejudice : but I hope that narrow 


minded diſpoſition will henceforth ceaſe; 
certainly nature never deſigned us as enemies, 


it has placed our ſtations near to each other, 


and ſurely there is not fo great a diflimilarity 


Un 


Mqy A. a &8. 
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in our national traits of character, as to occa- 
ſion us to bein perpetual enmity The contraſt 
now is leſs than ever. Like Britons, they have 
caught the ſpark of freedom, and nobly eman- 
cipated themſelves from a ſtate of abject and 
degrading flavery, to a diſtinguiſhed and ho- 
nourable rank among nations. Long as time 
ſhall laſt, may they, with us, enjoy the bleſ- 
ſing ſo gloriouſly obtained, with that due mode- 
ration which always properly diſtinguiſhes be- 
tween liberty and /icentiouſneſs ! The friends of 
liberty merit the full enjoyment of every ad- 
vantage attending it; thoſe of /icent/ouſneſs are 
unworthy the ſmalleſt ſhare of it.. 

But whither am I zravelling ? I am imper- 
ceptibly got into the road of politics. Coach- 
man! turn off immediately into another road. — 
Tis done, and happy am I to get out of 10 
dangerous a track unhurt, which has broke 
the necks of numbers of clever fellows, and 
deprived many a bright genius of that ſuperior 
part af a from whence all his bright effu- 
X ſions 
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ſions for the good of his country were emit- | 


ted. For patriotiſm (as you know) is always 
the motive which impels thoſe worthies to 
ſuch hazardous expeditions as have ſo fre- 


quently in the event proved fatal to them, 


For proofs we need not conſult hiſtory ; in- 
ſtances are, alas ! freſh in our memories : wit- 
neſs London, 1780. and Birmingham, 1791 ! 
At all events, it is certainly too rugged a 
road for a bookſeller to travel, it being already 
crowded with many much abler adventurers, 
And whilſt Mr. Burke, of he Monarchy” 
(late of the Fox“) Inn, and Mr. Paine, at the 
ſign of “the RIGHTS of Man” provide rich 
and ample entertainment for men and cat. 
tle,” let the public take their choice, or if 


they pleaſe (which indeed is the moſt rational 


mode), try them both, as ſome conſtitutions 
find one kind of food more eaſy of digeſtion, 
ſome the other ; and I remain - fully ſatisfied 


with the ſubordinate character of continuing 
an humble diſtributor of the viands provided by 
thoſe 


fu 


/ 
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thoſe and other very able caterers, and that 
upon eaſier terms than the admirers of ſuch 
food will meet with elſewhere, according to 
the elegance or plainneſs of the diſbes they are 
ſerved up in. Some preferring rich foreign 
china, elegantly gilt; others, good ſubſtantial 

Engliſh porcelain; others, again being pleaſed 
with Lueen's ware; and many more content 


with a Welch diſh, or common earthen ware. 


I am now ſuddenly conveyed again to Edin- 


burgh. The old town, ſo called, has not 
much to boaſt of; but the new town is by 
far the moſt compleat and elegant I ever ſaw. 
1n various towns of England and Scotland, 1 
have indeed ſern ſome good ſtreets, and many 
good houſes, but in this the whole is uni- 
formly fine: not one houſe, much leſs a 
whole ſtreet that can be termed indifferent in 
the whole town. 


And here let me do juſtice to North-Britiſh | 


hoſpitality, and their very polite attention to 
ſuch Engliſhmen who happen to travel to the 
X « land 
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« land of cakes.” I can truly ſay, that the polite 


and friendly behaviour of the inhabitants to- 


wards Mrs Lackington and myſelf, claims our 
warmeſt gratitude and ſincereſt thanks. This 
the more civilized part of my countrymen will 
readily believe ; and as to thoſe of another de- 


ſcription (happily but a comparatively ſmal 
number, I truſt) are welcome to treat my 


aflertion with that contempt uſually attend- 
ant on prejudice, which is the reſult of 
ignorance. 


The ſubje& I now mean to enter into being 


a delicate one, permit me here to cloſe my 


letter; thus affording you a ſhort reſpite, and 
myſelf alittle time for conſideration on the 


propriety of ſubmitting my ideas (as you ſeem 


determined all thoſe I ſend you ſhall be) to 


public notice. 5 
Jam, dear friend, yours, &c. 


ILET- 
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LETTER XXXIX. 


“ Set /Poman in his eye, and in his walk, 
« Among daughters of men the faireſt found, 
Many are in each region paſſing fair 
As the noon ſky, more like to goddeſſes, 
© Than mortal creatures; graceful and diſcreet, 
“Expert in amorous arts, inchanting tongues : 
6e Perſuaſive, virgin majeſty, with mild 
« And ſweet allay'd, yet terrible to approach ; 
« Skill'd to retire, and in retiring, draw | 
“ Hearts after them, tangl'd in amorous nets ; 
Such ohjects have the power to ſoften and tame 
« Severeſt temper, . ſmooth the rugged'ſt brow, 
% Enerve and with voluptuous hope diſſolve; 
« Draw out with credulous defire, 
« At will, the manlieſt reſoluteſt breaft.” | 
| Milton's Samſon's Agoniftes, 


Dear Friend, 
JN my laſt I expreſſed ſome diffidence re- 


ſpecting the propriety of committing to 
paper my thoughts on a particular ſubject, 
J have ſince weighed it with due caution, 


and the conſideration of my having during 
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the long courſe of my epiſtolary correſpon- 
dence always declared my ſentimentsyfreely 
on every ſubject, ſoon determined me not to 
degrade myſelf by ſhrinking back, now it is 
ſo near drawing to a congluſi jon. | 

The ſubje& then is that bright lovely 
part of the creation, WOMAN the ſource of 
all our Joys, the aſſuagers of all our griefs; 
| deprived of whoſe powerful and attractive 
charms, man would be a wretch indeed. 
But alas! the utmoſt efforts of my abilities 
are far inadequate to do juſtice to their me- 
rits : happily that pleaſing theme has en- 
gaged the attention of the ableſt and worthieſt 
of men, from the remoteſt period down to 
the preſent time; and I truſt ever will, nay 
muſt, ſo long as a ſpark of virtue remains to 
dwell in the human breaſt, And when | 
reflect, that | 

„They are not only FAIR, but JusT as fair,” 
I have nought to fear. 

I therefore procced with cheerfulneſs to ſay, 

that 
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that in Edinburgh, Glaſcow, Sterling, &c. 


there are more really fine women to be found 
than in any place I ever viſited. — I do not 
mean to infer, we have not as many hand- 
| ſome women in England ; but the only idea 
I with to convey is, we have not ſo many in 
proportion : that is, Goto any public place 
where a number of Ladies are aſſembled, in 
either of the above towns, and then go to any 


place in England where an equal number are 


met, and you will notice a greater number of 


fine women among the former, than among 
the latter. Ir muſt be obvious that in making 
this declaration, I allude to the genteeler part; 


for among the lower claſſes of women, the 


majority are very homely, and the want of 
the advantages of apparel, (which thoſe in 
a higher ſphere can avail themſelves of, and 


know how to apply) together with their ſlut- 


tiſn and negligent appearance, does not tend in 
the leaſt to heighten their charms. 


Having both read and heard much related of 
a the 


PP 
— * K Ba, 
8 


— . — - : 
r 2 9 © - 2 I © —— 
* A - . 5 — — * 


23 Ad Ann 


* . 
© . 4 
* 2 — 2 en L © 8 
— «a — APs — 9 4 2 — — 4 — 8 . 0 x * 1 
— — — ASE " | * * a "aa = > : — — a y — ——— þ 
5 wy len 3 _—_ "I 5 * 0 : — > 5 1 = . x a e +. — _ o ** . T3 — * S — —— 
. L r n — D 1 8 * n a . E r 2 n 5 
9 * * 1 * o X arg * x _ — os 5 W DE; 1 err * r - ** 2 W * r . — 
„ 1 — n * "ER" REES bs 5 _ as 1 
g 


r ew, 


— 


A — 
43 


On — — 


N 
— — 


312 LIFE OF J. LACKINGTON, BOOKSELLER, 


-the manner of waſhmg their linen, Which! 


muſt confeſs J would not credit without hav. 
ing ocular” demonſtration 3 during my conti- 
nuance at Glaſcow, curioſity led me to the 
mead by the river ſide, For the poor women 
here, inſtead of the water coming to them, 
as in London, are obliged to travel loaded 
with their linen to the water ; where you may 
daily ſee great numbers waſhing, in their way ; 
which if ſeen by ſome of our London prudes, 


would incline them to form very unjuſt and 


uncharitable ideas 'of the modeſty of theſe 
Scottiſh Laſſies. Many of them give a trifle 
to be accommodated with the uſe of a large 


waſh-houſe near the water, where about a 


hundred may be furniſhed with every conve- 
nience for their purpoſe. But by far the great- 
eſt part make fires, and heat the water in the 
open air, and as they finiſh their linen, they 


| ſpread it on the graſs to dry; whichis the uni- 


verſal mode of drying throughout Scotland. 


T had walked to and fro ſeveral times, and 
began 


3 


# 
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began to conclude that the cuſtom of getting 


into the tubs and treading on the linen, eitlſer 


never had been practiſed, or was come into 


diſuſe; but I had not waited more than half 
an hour, when many of them jumped into the 
tubs, without ſhoes or ſtockings, with their 
ſhifts and petticoats drawn up far above the 
knees, and ſtamped away with great compo- 
ſure in their countenances, and with all their 
ſtrength, no Scotchman taking the leaſt no- 
notice, or even looking towards them. 

On converſing with ſome gentlemen of 
Glaſcow on this curious ſubject, they aſſured 
me that theſe ſingular laundreſſes (as they ap- 
peared to me) were ſtrictly modeſt women, 
who only did what others of unblemiſhed repu- 
tation had been accuſtomed to for a long ſeries 
of years; and added, that at any other time 
a purſe of gold would not tempt them to draw 
the curtain ſo high. By way of contraſt, let 
me obſerve that many of our London ſervant- 
maids, though not always ſo nice in other 
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reſpets, would not be ſeen thus habited 7» 


public on any terms, leſt their precious cha- 


racters ſhould be called in queſtion. A ſtrik- 


ing inſtance of the powerful influence of 
be! | ” + 
| Moft of the female ſervants in Edinburgh, 


Glaſcow, &c do all their work, and run about 


the town the fore part of the day without ſtays, 


ſhoes or ſtockings; and on Sundays I ſaw the 


country-women going to Ward's Kirk, in the 


ſame manner (ſtays excepted) ; however they 
do not go into kirk, till they have dreſſed their 


legs and feet; but they ſeat themſelves on the 


graſs, ſomewhere near, and put on their ſhoes 
and ſtockings, and garter up very deliberately. 
' Moſt of theſe poor young country-women go 
without any caps or hats ; they haye in ge- 
neral fine heads of hair, many plat it, others 
let it hang looſe down their backs; and I 


_ aſſure you, my friend, they look very agree- 


able. 
I returned each time through Buxton, where 
| ſtaying 
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ſtaying a week or two, I viſited Caſtleton, and 
ſpent ſeveral hours in exploring that ſtupen- 
dous cavern, called The Devil's A— in the 
Peake. . I alſo ſurveyed. Poole's Hole, near 
Buxton, and ſpent ſome days in that truly 
romantic village, where we purchaſed petri- 
factions, &c. : 


I am, dear friend, yours, &c. 
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LETTER IM 


„ Good ſeen expected, evil unforeſeen, 
< Appear by turns, as fortune ſhifts the ſcene: 
% Some raiſ'd aloft come tumbling down amain, 
© Then fall ſo hard, they bound and - riſe again. 
| Dryden's Virgil. 
«© New turns and changes every day 
« Are of inconſtant Chance the conſtant arts ; 
*© Soon ſhe gives, ſoon takes away, We 
& She comes, embraces, nauſeates you, and parts, 
4 But if ſhe ſtays or if ſhe goes, 
< The wiſe man little joy or little ſorrow knows. 
<« For over all there hangs a doubtful fate, 
« And few there be who're are always fortunate. 
„ One gains by what another is bereft : 
« The frugal deſtinies have only left 
* 1 common bank of happineſs below, 
4 Maintain'd, like nature, by an ebb and flow.“ 


How's Indian Emp. { 

Dear Friend, | 8 
DID not intend to trouble you or the pub- 8 

lic with an account of any more of my : 
vwonderſul travels, but being now at Lyme, f 


for 
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for want of other amuſements this rainy 
morning, I thought that a ſhort account of 
this journey mae afford you ſome entertain- 
ment. 


My ſtate of health being but ;ndifforant, 


and Mrs. Lackington' s ſtill worſe, E Was in- | 


duced to try what effect a journey would pro- 
duce ; and it being 1mmaterial what part I tra- 
| velled to; as I had not for ſo long a time ſeen 
my native place, and perhaps might not be fur- 
niſhed with another opportunity, we reſolved 
to viſit it. Accordingly in July laſt we ſet out 
from Merton, which I now make my chief 
reſidence, taking Bath, Briſtol, &c. in our way 
to my native place Wellington. 

In Briſtol, Exbridge, Bridge water, Taunton, 
Wellington, and other places, J amuſed my- 
ſelf in calling on ſome of my maſters, with 
whom I had about twenty years before work- 
ed as a journeyman ſhoe-maker, 1 addreſſed 
each with, Pray Sir, have you gat any oc- 
of on? Which is the term / made uſe of by 


journey- 
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journeymen in that uſeful occupation, when 
ſeeking employment. Moſt of thoſe honeft 
men had quite forgot my perſon, as many of 
them had not ſeen me fince I worked for them: 
ſo that it-is not eaſy for you to conceive with 
what ſurprize and aſtoniſhment they gazed on 
me. For you muſt know that I had the vani- 
ty (I call it bumout) to do this in my chariot, 
attended by my ſervants ; and on telling them 
who | was, all appeared to be very happy 
to ſee me. And I aſſure you, my friend, it 
afforded me much real pleaſure to ſee my old 
acquaintances alive and well. 

At Taunton and Wellington it ſeemed to 
be the unanimous determination of all the 
poorer ſort, that I ſhould by no means be de- 
ficient in old acguaintance. Some poor ſouls 
declared that they had known me for fj/ty 
years (that 1s, years before I was born); 


others had danced me in their arms a thou- 
ſand times; nay, better ſtill, ſome knew my 
grandmother.; but, beſt of all, one old man 

| claimed 
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claimed acquaintance with me, for having ſeen 
me many times on the top of a ſix-and-twenty 
round ladder, balanced on the chin of a merry 
andrew! The old man was however egregi- 
ouſly miſtaken, as I never was ſo precariouſly 


exalted, my ambition, as you well know, tak- 


ing a very different turn. But that was of no 


conſequence : all the old fellow wanted was 
a ſhilling —and I gave it him. No matter (as 
Sterne ſays) from what motive. 1 never ex- 


amine into theſe things. This I obſerved, 
that mall matters have made many happy, and 


I was ſupremely ſo, to be the means of con- 
tributing to their comfort, And indeed who 
would heſitate at being the means of diffuſing 
happineſs on ſuch eaſy terms, and with ſo 
little trouble ? 

The bells rang merrily all the day of my 


arrival, I was alſo honoured with the atteu- 


tion of many of the moſt reſpectable people in 


and near Wellington and other parts: Some 
of whom were pleaſed to inform me, that the 


reaſon 
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reaſon of their paying a particular attention 
to me was their having heard, and now having 
themſelves an opportunity of obſerving, that 
1 did not fo far forget myſelf, as many proud 
upfſtarts had done; that the notice I took of 
my poor relations and old acquaintance merited 
the reſpect and approbation of every real gen- 
tleman. They were alſo pleaſed to expreſs : 
Wiſh, that as ſoon as I could diſpoſe of my 
buſineſs, 1 would come down and ſpend the 
remainder of my days among them. 
William Jones, Eſq. of Foxdowne, near 
Wellington, informed me of a remarkable 
prognoſtication in my favour; He told me 
that when I was a boy, about twelve years of 
age, Mr. Paul, then a very conſiderable whole- 
ſale linen-draper, in Friday-ſtreet, London, 
(I believe ſtill living) paſſing by my father's 
houſe, one day ſtopped at the door, and aſked 
various queſtions about ſome guinea pigs 
which I had in a box. My anſwers it ſeems 


pleaſed and ſurprized him, and turning to- 
: _ wards 
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wards Mr. Jones, ſaid, <* Depend upon it, fir, 
that boy will one day riſe far above the fituation 
that his preſent mean circumſtances ſeem to pro- 
miſe.” Bo whe knows what a great man I may 
yet be ? 

Give me leave to introduce another predic- 
tion, though not altogether ſo pleaſing as that 
juſt related. An Italian gentleman, by birth, 
was ſome years ſince looking at ſome books of 
palmiſtry in my ſhop, and at the ſame time 
was endeavouring to convince me of the reali- 
ity of that ſcience. In the midſt of his diſ- 
courſe, he ſuddenly ſeized my right hand, 
and on looking ſome time with great attention 
on the various lines, he informed me that 1 
had twice been in danger, once by water 
and once by a wound in my head ; he was 
very right, but I believe by chance, as I have 
many other times been in very great danger. 
He added, that I had much of the goddeſs Venus 


in me, but much more of Mars; and he aflured 


me that I ſhould go to the Wars, and arrive at 


Y 55 | great 
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great honour. He likewiſe aſſured me, that 
I ſhould die by fire-arms pointed over a wall. 
— How far the former part of this gentle- 
man's prediction may be relied on, I will not 
pretend to decide, but the laſt part of it was 
lately very near coming to ſuch a deciſion as 
would have proved the fallibility of that part 
of his prognoſtication, though even in that 
caſe he might have pleaded his being pretty 
near the matter of fact, only ſubſtituting gun- 
powder inſtead of fire-arms,. and I ſhould not 
have had it in my power to contend the point 
with him. I will endeavour to render this 
intelligible: On Tueſday the fifth of July 
laſt, I very nearly eſcaped being blown up with 
the powder-mills belonging to Mr. Bridges, at 
Ewell, near Merton in Surrey. A quarter of 
an hour before that event took place, I was 
riding out within one mile of the mills, and 
having enquired of Mr. Roſs at Coom-Houſe, 
for the way that leads round by the mills, I 
actually rode part of the way, with an in- 


tent 
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tent af viſiting them. But ſome how or cali 
I ſcarce knew why, I turned my horſe about, 
and a few minutes after I had done ſo, I faw 


the fatal cataſtrophe ; which happening by day 


reſembled a large cloud of ſmoke, of a very 


light colour, and the report reached my ears 
ſoon after. I immediately concluded, it could 
be nothing leſs than the powder-mills blown 


up; and on my return to my houſe at Merton 


I ſoon learnt that it was the identical powder- 


mills that in all probability I ſhould have been 


in, or very near to, at the time of the explo- 


fon. By this accident it ſeems four men were 
killed, ſome of whom had large families. The 
bodies were ſo much mangled by the exploſion 
that they could not be diſtinguiſhed from each 
other, and the head of one of them was 
_ thrown to a great diſtance. 

But to proceed with my journey. I eſteem 
myſelf peculiarly happy, on one account in 
particular, that I undertook it; and have only 
to regret it did not take place ſooner, as it 


4 tended 
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tended to undeceive me in a matter in which 
I had long been in an error. The caſe was 
this: I had for ſeven years paſt ſuppoſed that 
the parents of my firſt wife were both dead; 
and on enquiring after them of Mr. Caſh at 
Bridgwater, he confirmed the report. How- 
ever, as we paſſed through South Petherton, 
being but a mile from the place where they 


formely lived, I could not help ſtopping to find 


out the time when they died, and what other 


particulars I could learn relative to them, but 


to my very great ſurprize, I was informed that 


they were both living at Newton, two mules 


diſtant. On this information I gave the coach- 
man orders to drive us there, but ſtill could 
ſcarcely credit that they really were alive.— 
But, O my dear Friend, it is utterly impoſſible 
tor me to deſcribe the ſenſations of Mrs. Lack- 
ington and myſelf, on entering the cottage 
which . with ragged wall of mold'ring mud 


contained them ! 'There we found—two poor 


% human 
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"6 * ruins, tottering o'er the grave!“ 
The dim light on our entrance ſeemed a little 
to flaſh in the ſocket, and every moment 
threatened to diſappear for ever. 

While their „pale wither'd hands were 


ſtretched out towards me, trembling at once 


with eagerneſs and age.“ I never before felt 


the full force of Shakſpear's deſcription, 


« ——Laſt ſcene of all 
«© That ends this ſtrange eventful Hiſtory, 
& Is ſecond childiſhneſs ; and meer oblivion : 
de gans teeth, ſans eyes, ſans taſte: ſans every thing.“ 


frank ſuch a ſtate of poverty and wretchedneſs, 
Good God, deliver me ! 


The old man 1s ninety years of age, and the 
good old woman eighty. The old man's in- 
tellects are much impaired; - he for a moment 
knew me, and then his recollection forſook 
him. The old woman retained her ſenſes and 
knowledge during the whole of the time we 
were with them. On inquiry I found, that 

T2 what 
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what little property they had poſſeſſed, had 
been all expended for ſome years. 


How many, once in Fortune's lap high ſed, 
e Solicit the cold hand of Charity !. 
« To ſhock us more—ſolicit it in vain !” 
| Dr. Young. 


Amidſt this dreary ſcene, it was ſome allevia- 
tion to learn that their pious ſon had given 
them weekly as much as he could afford from 
his own little family, and I have added enough 
to render them as comfortable as their great 
age can poſſibly admit of. But for your ſake 
and my own, I will drop this gloomy ſub- 
ject; which to me proved one of the moſt 
affecting ſcenes that ever I experienced during 
the whole courſe of my life. 

During our continuance at Wellington, 1 
one morning rode over to Black Down, on 
purpoſe to inſpect an immenſe heap of ſtones 
on the top of the hill, ſtrait before the town. 
The diſtance from Wellington is about two 
miles. Thoſe ſtones cover about an acre of 
ground, and riſe to a great height. The 

| country 
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country people informed me with great gravity, 
that ** the Devil brought them there in one 
night in his leathern apron.” But the name 
of it, as well as the form, prove what it was. 
It is called Symmon's Borough, or Barrow ; ? 
which, you know, ſignifies a burial-place. I 
ſhould not have taken any notice. of it here, 
had I ever ſeen any Barrow of ſtones beſides 
this, and five other ſmaller Barrows, about 
half a mile from the large one. The country 
people informed me that the devi/ brought 
the five heaps in his glove. I alſo obſerved 
the remains of a large camp near the ſpot. 
Camden has taken notice of a large camp at 
Roach Caſtle, three or four miles from hence ; 
it is ſtrange that he ſhould not take any no- 
tice of ſo ſingular a Barrow as this certainly is. 


I remain, 


Dear Friend, yours, &c. 
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6 Ye who amid this feveriſh world would wear 
1 A body free of pain, of cares the mind, 
Fly the rank city : ſhun its turbid air: 
Breathe not the chaos of eternal ſmoke 
And volatile corruption from the dead. 
The dying, fickening, and the living world 
„ Exhal'd: To fully Heaven's tranſparent dome 
„ With dim mortality. It is not air 
„That from a thonfand lungs reeks back to thine, 3 
s Sated with exhalations, rank and fell, 
The ſpoil of dunghills, and the putrid thaw 
O Of nature: when from ſhzpe and texture ſhe 
i Relapſed into fighting Elements; 
<« Tt is not air, but floats a nauſeous maſs 
4 Of all obſcene, corrupt, offenſive things, 
* Much moifture hurts: here a ſordid bath, 
„With daily rancor fraught, relaxes more 
« The ſolid than ſimple moiſture can.” 
Armſtrong's Art of Health. 


LyME, Sep. 4+ 1791. 

Dear Friend, 
| - a now at one of thoſe places uſually 
called awatering-þlaces, that is, a place 
where invalids reſort in great numbers for the 
* 
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purpoſe of drinking the waters for which each 


particular ſituation is in repute, and bathing 
in them with a view to the reſtoration of their | 
health, 1 ſhall trouble you with a few obſer- 
vations Which have occurred to me on the 
ſubject. I cannot entertain a doubt but many 
by ſuch a practice have been highly benefited ; 
but at the ſame time I muſt obſerve, that ſuch 
relief is only to be reaſonably expected. where 
the parties poſſeſs a ſufficient ſhare of prudence 
to conform to ſuch rules as ate laid down to 
them by thoſe who are beſt acquainted with 
the nature of their ſeveral complaints, the 
ſtrength or weakneſs of their conſtitutions, 
and the different virtues thoſe ſeveral waters 
poſſeſs, ſo as properly to adapt them to each 
particular caſe, and to drink the waters at 
proper ſtated periods, as well as in proper doſes; 
beſides conforming to ſuch a regimen as Hall 
co-operate with them in producing the deſired 
effect. But where invalids neglect all, or in- 
deed any of thoſe rules, is it not rather an 

abſurdity 
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abſurdity to expect relief ?—I will endeavour 


to explain myſelf : | ye, 
Thoſe Waters either poſſeſs powerful vir- Y 
tues, or they do not. If they do, is it not ob- | 
obvious that ſome judgment and caution is | 
neceſſary in the uſe of them? which muſt 


either produce good or bad effects, according 
to the prudence with which they are applied. | 


If on the other hand, they are of ſo infignifi- 
cant a nature, that they may be uſed at any 
time, and in any proportion without injury ; 
| 4 and that too in diſorders and conſtitutions 
[ 4 very much varying from each other, then 
 KE ſurely the inference muſt be, that no depend- 


ance is to be placed on them, and conſequent- 
ly it matters not if they are ever uſed at all. 
For what purpoſe then do ſuch numbers put 
themſelves to the inconvenience, expence, and 
trouble of travelling (frequently from diſtant 
parts of the kingdom), and that too, when 
many of them are in ſo debilitated a ſtate, that 
their very renoval is attended with extreme 
| ? 


danger 
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danger, and ſometimes proves fatal ? But that 
thoſe waters are not inactive, I am well con- 
vinced, having ſeen the bad effects ariſing 
from the imprudent uſe of them, in many in- 
ſtances, as well as the happy conſequences 
attending their being uſed with due caution. 

was firſt led into theſe reflections by 
having been highly diverted, when I viſited 
Euxton ſeveral ſummers, with the prepoſterous. 
and abſurd conduct of ſome of the company 
who reſorted thither for the purpoſe of reſtor- 
ing their health. I remember fix or feven- 
gentlemen informing me, that they were vio- 
lently afflicted with the gout and rheumatiſm, 
and had undertaken this journey in hopes of 
receiving benefit by the waters. Theſe gentle- 
men often rode or walked about the cold dreary 


hills, i in very datnp wet mornings, and after- 
wards drank claret from three o'clock in the 


afternoon to three the next morning : But I 
did not continue there long enough to be a 
| witneſs of the happy effects which muſt inevi- 
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tably be produvcd by a perſeverance i in | ſuch a 
Judicions regimen, | 

I alſo viſited F reeſtone, near Boſton in Lin- 
colnſhire : to which place a number of tradeſ- 
men and farmers reſorted with -their wives, 
in hopes of receiving benefit from the uſe of 
the ſalt water, in a variety of complaints ; 
which they had been adviſed to do by the fa- 
|  calty, for a month, with particular directions 
to bathe every other day, and on the interme- 
diate days to drink half a pint of the water in 
the courſe of that day. But theſe wile people 
on duly confidering the matter, were fully 
oohvinced that this would detain them from 
their families and buſineſs longer than was al- 
together convenient; and alſo (which they 
ſuppoſed their medical friends never thought 
of) that they could bathe the full number of 
time: d drink the preſcribed quantit; v of the 
water, in a week or a fortnight at fartheſt, and 
thus not only expedite the cure, but likewiſe - 
enable them to return to their families and 
buſineſs 
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buſineſs ſo much earlier, as well as ſave the 
neceſſary expences attending their continuing 
for ſuch a length of time at the watering 
place. Theſe united conſiderations appeared 
to them fo conſiſtent with prudence and œco- 
nomy, that they reſolved to put them into 
immediate practice. I remonſtrated with ſe- 
veral of theſe good people on the impropriety 
of their conduct; but whether they concluded 


I was a party intereſted in detaining them ou 


the ſpot, or whether they deemed my judge- 
ment inferior to their,pwn, I know not; but 


[ obſerved that ſome of them bathed ſeveral 


times in a day, and drank ſalt water by the 


quart, the conſequence of which was, that 


they left the place when the time expired 
which they had preſcribed to themſelves, 
much worſe than they came. Some indeed 
were ſo very weak, that I am perſuaded they 
could with difficulty reach their homes alive, 
And in theſe caſes the want of ſucceſs, inſtead 


of being attributed to the ſolly of the patients, 
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is generally transferred to the waters, and to 
the want of judgment in thoſe who adviſed 
the uſe of them. 8 

Iaſſure you, my dear friend, this is pretty 
much the caſe at Lyme. My rooms com- 


ſeveral other days noticed many decent looking 


men going down the beach three or four times 


ter each time. I have made the ſame obſerva- 


tion at Seaton, Charmouth and other places, ſo 


the adventures of Sir Lancelot Greaves" 
have frequently occurred to me : «© Bleſſed be 
G- (ſaid ſhe) my patient is in a fair way! his 
apozem has had a bleſſed effect! five and twen- 
ty ſtools ſince three o'clock in the morning !” 


Relating theſe particulars to a medical 


Ignorance and obſtinacy were by no means 
confined to the watering places; as he hadin 
the courſe of his practice met with repeated 


? 


inſtances 


manding a view of the ſea, I have this and 
in as many hours, and drinking a pint of wa- 


that the obſervation of Crabſhaw's: nurſe in 


friend, he informed me that ſuch ſpecimens of 
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inſtances, where patients with a view of haſt- 
ening the cure, and getting out of the doflor's 
hands (whom the vulgar charitably ſuppoſe 
wiſh to retain them there as long as poſſible) 
have ſwallowed a half pint mixture intended 
for ſeveral doſes at once, and a whole box of 
pills in the ſame manner, The conſequences 
of which have been, that they have remain- 
ed in his hands a conſiderable time, ſome ſo 
long as life (thus fooliſhly trifled with) laſted. 

But here are many of another claſs ; ſome 
of whom, though not all, came on purpoſe 
to bathe, but during the whole of their con- 
tinuance here, never found time to bathe 
once. Theſe haſten to the billiard-room as 
ſoon as they are out of their beds in the morn- 
ing, and there they continue until bed- time 
again. Some of theſe are indeed much bene- 
fited, being cured of conſumptions, while o- 
thers become proportionably much emaciated 
in their pockets. And a great number, both 
of ladies and gentlemen devote the whole of 
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their time to dreſſing, eating, and playing at 


vrhiſt. Charming exerciſe it muſt be! as they 


frequently fit ſtill in their chairs, for eight 


"4 


or ten hours together. 
Here are others again, who, like the gen- 
tlemen at Buxton, fit drinking until three or 


four in the morning; making a delightful 


noiſe, to compoſe thoſe in the ſame houſe who 
are real invalids, and wno deſirous of obtaining 


reſt, retire early, though frequently to very 


little purpoſe. | 
I have alſo obſerved, that all the above 


places are as healthy for horſes, as they are for 


their maſters. For as the innkeepers depend 
almoſt entirely on the ſeaſon, they take great 


care, and do all they can to make theſe places 
comfortable. So that if gentlemen who have 


fat, lazy, prancing horſes, and want to reduce 


them in ſize and temper, he may be ſure to 
have it done in ſome of the inns and ſtables 
at the various watering places: Where ſuch 
hay is procured as muſt infallibly anſwer tif 

| | above 
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purpoſe even though 8 be allowed a double 
portion of Corn. 

There is yet another very great advantage 
(which I had like to have forgot) reſulting 
from attending the watering places. Such gen- 
tlemen who happen to have ſervants too honeſt, 
too induſtrious, too attentive, too cleanly, too 
humble, too ſober, &c. by taking them to 
any of theſe places where they have ſo much 
leiſure time, and where theſe party-coloured 
gentry meet together ſo often, and in ſuch 
numbers, no one can go away unimprov= 
ed, except he is a very dull fellow indeed. 
— This is not merely my own obſervation : 
for ſeveral gentlemen of my acquaintance aſ- 
ſured me that they had always found their 
ſervants improved prodigiouſly after all _ 
excurſions. 

We purpoſe ſetting out for Weymouth in 
2 day or two: but as I intend that this ſhall 
de my laſt epiſtle, I will not conclude it until 
I arrive at Merton, So 
: SE Merton, 
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Merton, Sep. 1th, We arrived here ſafe laſt 
night, being my birth-day. At Weymouth 
we had the honourof walking ſeveral even- 
ings on the Eſplanade, with their majeſties and 
the four princeſſes. His majeſty ſeems in per- 
fect health and ſpirits, ' and diffuſes life and 
ſpirits. to all around him. Long, very long 
may he continue to enjoy the ſame degree ot 
health and happineſs ! But I could not help 
pitying Mr, Hughes, the manager of the The- 
atre there; as the company in general ſeem 
to pay but very little attention to plays, while 
they can partake of the pleaſure of walking 
and breathing tlie ſea air with ſo many of the 
royal family. But his majeſiy, whoſe. huma- 
nity is by no means the leaſt of his many vir- 
tues, will. uo doubt conſider Mr. Hughes, who 
is induſtrious to an extreme, as he 1s, ſcarce 
a moment idle. For beſides managing his 
company, performing himſelf fix, ſometimes 
eight characters in a week, he paints all his 
own ſcenes, and attends to many other ſub- 


jects; 


. 
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jects; and although he has had a large expen- 
ſive family (nine children), the theatre there, 
and that alſo at Exeter is his own. Weymouth 
theatre he rebuilt about four years ſince; eve- 
ry thing is very neat; his ſcenes are fine, and 
his company a very good one. I ſaw them 
perform four pieces with a deal of pleaſure. 

In our road home, within half a mile of 


Dorcheſter, we ſtopt and ſpent half an hour 


in looking round the famous Roman Amphi- 


theatre. It is cloſe to the road, on the right 


hand ſide, and covers about an acre of ground. 


It is judged that ten thouſand people might 
without interruption have beheld ſuch exer- 
ciſes as were exhibited in this ſchool of the 
ancients; it is called Mambury, and is ſup- 
poſed to be the compleateſt antiquity of the 
kind in England. 

I alſo amuſed myſelf, as I travelled through 
Dorſetſhire and Wiltſhire, in ſurveying many 
of the numerous camps, fortifications, and 
barrows; which laſting monuments of anti- 

Z 3 | countries, 
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quity are to be ſeen in abundance in theſe 
counties, a great number of them remain in 
a perfect ſtate. 

Nor could I : any lene omit the opportu- 
nity of ſeeing that ſtupendous piece of anti- 
quity on Saliſbury plain, the famous Hone- 
henge, two miles from Ameſbury. We ſpent 
near two hours there in aſtoniſhment ; and 
had not night came on, we ſhould not have 
been able to have parted from it ſo ſoon. We 
found a very good inn at Ameſbury, which 
proves very convenient to ſuch as curioſity 
may detain on this wonderful ſpot until it 15 
late. It is remarkable, that although ſo many 
able antiquaries have devoted their time and 
attention to the inveſtigation of Stonehenge, it | 
"remains ſtill a matter undecided: when and for 
what purpoſe this amazing pile was formed; 
nor is there leſs cauſe of admiration, how 
ſtones of ſuch magnitude were brought hither ! 
I ſhall not preſume, either to decide on this 
curious point, or offer any conjectures of my 


OWN. - I 
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I have now, Sir, not only given you ſoma 
of the moſt material circumſtances of my 
life, but have alſo ſuper-added a ſhort ſketch 
of ſonie of my travels. And ſhould the fine 
air of Merton preſerve the ſtock of health 
and fpirits which I have acquired in this laſt 
excurſion, I intend to ſpend a few hours in 
the middle of three or four days in every 
week in Chiſwell-ſtreet, during the remainder 
of the ſummer ; and during the winter I pur- 
poſe ſpending moſt of my time there : where 
| 1 hope again to enjoy the company of you, 
Sir, and ſome others of our old philoſophical 
friends. In the mean time, I am, 


dear friend, yours, &c. 


P. S. I ſhould deem myſelf deficient in 
point of juſtice to the ingenious artiſt who 
painted the portrait from whence the engrave 
ing affixed as a frontispiece to this volume is 
taken, if I did not embrace this opportunity 
of acknowledging the approbation it has been 


honoured 


* 
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honoured with by all who have feen it, as a 
friing likeneſs. 
The following circumſtance, though to 

many it may appear in a ludicrous point of 

view, yet as it is a fact which does not depend 
ſolely on my aſſertion, I ſhall not heſitate to 

mention it. 

Before the pottrait was finiſhed; Mrs. L, 

called on the painter to view it. Being intro- 
duced into a room filled with portraits, her 
little dog, (the faithful Argus) being with 
her, immediately ran to that particular por- 
trait, paying it the ſame attention as he is 
always accuſtomed to do tothe original; which 


made it neceſſary to remove him from it, leſt 


he ſhould damage it: though this was not 
accompliſhed without expreſſions of diſſatis- 
faction on the part of poor Argus. 

Thoſe who have read hiſtory will not * 
the fact; ſeveral ſimilar inſtances being re- 


corded of the ſagacity and nice diſerimination 
of 
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of theſe animals. Such as chooſe to be ſeep- 
tics on this moſt important ſubject, are heartily 
welcome ! reſt ſatisfied. | 1 


A PRAYER. 
O may my work for ever live! 
Dear friend, this ſelfiſh zeal forgive :) 
« May no vile miſcreant ſawcy Cook 
«« Preſume to tear my learned book, 
* To ſinge his fowl for nicer gueſt, 
« Or pin it on the turkey's breaſt. 
Keep it from paſtry bak'd, or buying, 
From broiling ſtake, and fritters frying; 
From lighting pipe or wraping ſnuff. 
« Or caſing up a feather muff; 
6 From all the ſeveral ways the Grocer 
« (Wha to the learned world's a foe, Sir,) 
« Has found in twiſting, folding, packing, 


% His brain and ours at once a racking : 
e And may it never curl the head 
Of either living block, or dead, 


LY 
Lag 


Thus 
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e Thus when all dangers they have paſt, 
My leaves like leaves of braſs ſhall laſt. 
No blaſt ſhall from a critic's breath. 

By vile infection cauſe their death, 
"Till they in flames at laſt expire, 
And help to ſet the world on fire.” 


Amen. 


